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P^R^ictORY ADDRESS
C:tr tj^i TO THE

cf / r Q> J5v:;

xf' ^^^pIGIOUS WORLD.
^ '^E^tJINE concern for the progrefs of

'me Great Redeemer's kingdom is of

no tranfient or limited nature. To difFufe

the light of faving truth among the human
race, in every poffible diredlion, is the work
of ages, to be carried on with perpetual zeal

from generation to generation.

Like the everlafting mountains, the ob-

jefts and arguments which render fuch at-

tempts important at any time, remain inva-

riably the fame, and when furveyed for thou-

fands of years will appear with increafmg

certainty and magnificence. Heaven and

Hell, the deftroying nature of fin, the mi-

fery of a fallen ftate, the precioufnefs and

glory of falvation by Chrift are objedls which
no varying currents of human fafhion or ideas

can poffibly alter, or diminifh.

And as true zeal for the kingdom of

Chrift is durable and permanent. To it na-

turally takes a wide range, through a world

which exhibits in all places the affeding

fpeftacle of fouls perifhing in iniquity. The
endeavours, therefore, which proceed from

this zeal, fhould, like the beams of the Sun,

pafs with unabating alacrity from land to

land, from continent to continent, from
ocean to ocean.

The late Miffion to the South Sea iflands

hath
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hath taken fuch a hold of the hearts of public

fpirited Chriftians as, we truft, fliall not be

enfeebled by the lapfe of months or of years.

The afcending cloud of inccnfe from believ-

ing hearts is thickening, and the ele6l of

God continue to cry to him incefTantly, for

a profperous entrance of heavenly truth into

thefe habitations of ancient night. Goon,
ye beloved of God, '^ give him no reft ; his

' going forth in thofe parts of the world is

prepared as the morning, there (hall the
*' Gentiles come to your light, and kings to
" the brightnefs of your riiing."

But vaft as is the Pacific Ocean, adorned

with its cluftering iflands, it is not large

enough to exhauft the zeal and concern of

the friends of Jefus, He is the Saviour of

the world, the " defire of all nations." The
prefent pubHcation claims the notice of the

houfhold of faith, as the memorial of another

miffion to a country of blind miferable fin-

ners.

To the Foulah country, oil- the weftern

fliore of the African continent, the pious

imao;ination mav eafilv follow our MiHiona-

ries ; it is a land, comparatively,- near us ;

a land which hath heard of the infamous

violence and barbarity of our traffic ; a land

which hath furnifhed fome of the viftims

to the infatiable avarice of Britifli Chriftians ;

a land where Satan hath Ibng quietly reign-

ed, and where immortal fouls " have been
'^ caft out in the open field, polluted in their

" own blood, while no eye hath pitied theniy

" to have compaflioii upon them/*
The
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The Importance of this Miflion rifes into
view from a variety of confiderations It is
furely peculiarly defirable, that the benevo-
lent glories of Chriftianity fhould be difplay.
ed in thefe very regions, where human de-
pravity hath exhibited its blackeft horrors
involving the holy name of the Saviour in its'
difgrace. If it pleafe God to give a fuccefs-
ful entrance to his Gofpel into this country
*t may thence penetrate farther into the inl
tenor, even into the centre of that benight-
ed, forfaken degraded, Continent. What a
world of falvation, may there anfwer the
call of the new-creating voice! The report
and efFeas of a conquering Gofpel there,
will ipeedily return to our own country, andmay command attention from all the nations
of Europe. The Mahometan {yftem of im-
pofture, and of pollution, may there be^in to
fall before the celeftial armour of truth
What objeas of concern, what materials of
prayer, for thofe whofc hearts are jealous for
the Lord God of Hofts !

Union of thefollowers of the Lamb ofGod
hath been one charac^eriftical feature of the
Miffionary Society

; and it appears eminently
impreffed on this Miffion, which ,s the
united effort of three diftind focieties, each
Of them contributing their proportion of mif-
lonaries and of expence. Such harmony of
the brethren of Chrift, is, no doubt, formid-
able to the powers of darknefs, and moves
their jealous refentment. But let this union,
lo generoufly and chearfully formed, be de-
icnded by the prayers of all the friends of the

Saviour,"
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Saviour, and of his honourable caufe. Let

them cry mightily for the cordial union of

the miffionaries themfelves, that they may-

be " one ftick in the Lord's hand," a pha-

lanx clofely and infeparably compafted by
that Spirit, who is at once " the fpirit of
*' love, of power, and of a found mind."

The minute detail of particulars, relative

to the folemn occafion, when the following

difcourfes were delivered, may be found in the

Evangelical Magazine for November, 1797.
It is hoped, that befides the general intrinfic

worth of the difcourfes themfelves, they will

become the fuel of zeal, the food of faith,

and the guide of prayer, in reference to this

particular Miffion, and as to all miflionary

undertakings. The work, the trials, the fuc-

cefs, the qualifications of the witneffes ^f

Jefus among the Heathen, are here repre-

fented. While the Chriftian reads let him
believe, and hope, and pray, and long, and

rejoice.

" Surely his falvation is nigh them that

" fear him, that glory may dwell in our
*' land. Mercy and truth are met together,

*' righteoulhefs and peace have kiffed each
*' other. Truth (hall fpring out of the earth,

*' and righteoufncfs (hall look down from
" heaven."
" Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, O moft

*' mighty, with thy glory and thy majefty !

*' And in thy niiijcfty ride profperoufly, be-

*' caufe of truth and mcekncfs and righteouf-

" nefs ; and thy right-hand fhall teach thee
*' terrible things!"

A SER-
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To the Directors of the London Missionary

Society.

my dear brethren,

THE following plain truths which were deliver-

ed before you yefterday, are now, at your
defire, fubmitted to public infpedion with much
diffidence. As I was not appointed to preach at

the defignation of the two African Miflionaries till

Wednefday lad, and as I was pre-engaged to preach

twice, and difpenfe the Lord's Supper on Sabbath,

I was under the difagrceable neceffity of preparing

this Difcourfe in great hafte. If any perfon fliall

be difpofcd to afk why the Public has been trou-

bled with fuch a hurried produ6lion, I can give

no other reafon but that I confidered it to be my
duty to comply with your unanimous and earnelt

requefl.

That the Lord may blefs all your endeavours

for fpreading the Gofpel, is the prayer of

Your affedionate fervant in the Lord,

London, No. 54, EJgrware-road^ WiLLIAM NiCOL.
O^. lOthy ^1^1'



The Leading Jnftrii5fio7is of the Macedonian MiJJion

confidered.

A SERMON.

ACTS XVI. 9. 10.

And a vijion appeared to Paul in the night ; there

flood a man of Macedonia^ and prayed him^ f^ying^

come over into Macedonia^ and help us.

And after he had feen the vifton^ immediately^ we
endeavoured to go into Macedonia affuredly gather--

ing that the Lord had called us to preach the Gofpel

unto them*

TO convince the fmner, to confirm the faint,

are the two great ends of a Gofpel Miffion,

Thofe good and great men who firfl: propagated

the Gofpel poifefTed a flrong an abiding and a
growing defire, that finners might be brought to

the Saviour, and that faints might be eftablifhed

in their moft holy faith. That thefe ends might
be promoted, they cheerfully left their neareft re-

lations, the companions of their youth, and their

native land. They went from city to city, and
from country to country, they fubmitted to the

greateft hardfiiips, and expofed their lives to the

mod imminent dangers \ neither the threatcnings

of foes, nor the intreaties of friends could hinder

them from . difcharging their duty. At onetime,
Paul, from a fenfe of duty, had determined to go up
to Jerufalem, but his friends attempted to dili'uade

him, and he wi'.s infallibly forewarned of his

danger. His reply to the intreaties of his affedion-

ate and much refpeded friends, is recorded in the

2 ill chap, and 13th verfe of this book, and fliould

be deeply imprefl'ed on the heart of every Minifter

B 2 and
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atid Miffionary. Then Paul anfwered, " What mean
ye to weep and to break my heart ? for I am ready

not to be bound only, but to die at Jerufalem for

the name of the Lord Jefus."

Paul and Silas went to Troas as to other places,

with the Upnevolent defign of preaching the Gofpel.

"Whilil they were there, Paul was favoured with a

vifion. I'here flood a man of Macedonia, perhaps

cither in a Macedonian drefs, or who fpoke in the

diale6u of that country ; this man laid, come over

and help us. He and his companions were folly

convinced that it was the will of the Lord, that

they fhould leave Troas and go to Macedonia.

They immediately fet fail, and he whom winds and
waves obey, gave them a fliort and profperous paf-

fage. But little or no notice was taken of them
when they arrived. When the AmbalTador from the

Court of Heaven opened and read his commiflion,

there were but few to hear it, and thefe were chiefly

women. Paul pcrfevered and a brand was plucked

out of the burning. After this he cafl out a fpirit

of divination, but he and Silas were falfely accufed,

fcourgcd and imprifoned. Whilfl in that prilbn

they prayed and praifed. Their prayers were
heard and anfwered in a remarkable manner. Ano-
ther foul was brought to Chrifl even in that place

of confinement, and by means of thefe very men
to whom he had (hewed no mercy. As foon as it

was day, the rulers fent orders to let Paul and
Silas go. Paul availed himfelf of the privilege of

a Roman citizen, and returned a very fpirited an-

fwer. The magiflrates were alarmed, they went
and beibught the two prifoners to come out, and
defired them to leave the city of Philippi. Being
thus honourably acquitted, they left the prilbn,

but would not leave the city till they had fcen and
comforted the brethren.

We propofe at this time, with an humble reli-

ance on. Divine grace, to take a nearer view of this

Miirion
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MifTion to Macedonia, and confider fome of the

leading inflr-uclions which the hiftory of it affords.

Firit, We are here taught what fhould be

the chief bufmefs of a Miffionary— *' Afluredly

gathering that the Lord had fent us to preach the

Go/per
Thefe who engr.r^e in this 2!;ood work ought not

to have for their -^bjecl the increafe of any parti-

cular party, but the cxtenfion of the Redeemer's

kingdom. Bat that man who fmcerely defires to

be inftrumental in promoting this great end, muit

attend to the means which Paul employed, they

are the only means which God will blefs, and, in

confequence, the only means which fliall ever be ef-

fedual.

The Apoflle of the Gentiles did not (hun to de-

clare the whole counfel of God, but there were cer-

tain leading fubjed:s which he held up to the view

of his hearers almoft on all occafions— our ori-

ginal apoftacy from God, and his eternal love to

his chofen—the total blindnefs of the human
mind— the defperate wickednefs of the heart of

man—the guilt which we have contradled, and
the danger to which man in his natural (late

is expofed—the glorious perfon of the eternal

Son of God, his finifhed and accepted work, with

the rich fruits of the Redeemer's purchafe—the
abfolute neceflity of regeneration through the Holy
Spirit—thefe were fubjeds of which Paul determin-

ed frequently to treat, and his labours were crown-

ed with fuccefs. Let every MiiTionary, therefore,

by the grace of God, daily endeavour to convince

men of their dreadful depravity, and then direct

them to that Saviour who is willing to receive all

who come to him, and able to fave to the utter-

mo'ft.

This hiflory teaches that when God's time is

come for blerfing any nation with the Goipel, men
ftall be qualified by God for kis work, and that

thev
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they fhall be direfted to that place where he has

work for them.

When you look to Macedonia, you fee that the

time, the fet time was now come, when the Gofpel

was to be preached there. The Lord had people

in that place, and fome of thofe were now to be

brought under the influence of the Gofpel. Satan

was now to be driven from fome of his ftrong

holds in Macedonia. When you dired your at-

tention to Troas, you fee a Paul, a Silas and a

Luke, prepared again to take the field, and you

alfo behold a young Timothy buckling on the

armour, and ready to fet out againli: the common
foe. God hath faid mercy (hall be buik up, and

workmen (hall be raifed up, for God can of floncs

raife up children to Abraham. If the fields are

white already to harveft, labourers fliall be thruil

out. This fhould teach us to what quarter we
fhould look at this time, when men are needed to

carry the Gofpel to diftant lands ; and when the

Lord raifes up, and brings forward men able and

willing to undertake the Miffionary work, we
(hould praife him with united hearts and united

voices. Have not we, in this refped, brethren,

gre»t caufe to praife God for his goodnefs on this

day ? When you behold thefe fix good men in the

tnidlt of you, you behold a plealing fight ; God
hath faid to the north give up, and to ihtjcutb keep

not back.

Let us be encouraged to hope that the Lord has

work fo do for tlicle men, even in the wilds of

Africa. We are not to expe<^l fuch direction

as Paul received at Troas. Paul went to many
places to which he received no fuch invitation

as that to Macedonia. The command of his and

our Mader is, go into all the world and preach

the Gofpel to every creature. When we propofe

to lend out a Milfion, it is our duly to employ all

the
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the means in our power to find out in what
parts of the world a miffion is mod needed, and
where there is the bed reafon to hope that it Ihall

be fuccefsfuL V/e oupjht to pray to God for di-

rection, and when we have a6led in this manner,
we have done our duty, and mud leave confe-

quences with God Almighty. But it is extremely-

gratifying on the prefent occafion to confider, tha't

mod refpectable characters who have been for fome
time in Africa, and who are deeply engaged in this

good work, have entreated us to fend men to help
them, and have promifed to give them all the af-

fidance in their power. This African mifTion,

therefore, has advantages peculiar to itfelf Let us
be thankful for thefe advantages, and at the fame
time let us trud in Him who is wonderful in coun-
fel, and excellent in working.

Again, this hidory teaches us that Gofpel Mif-

lionaries need not be furprifed although they (hould

meet with coldnefs or contempt from that very
people to whom they 'are Tent.

If ever there were men who had reafon to ex-

ped a kind reception, Paul and Silas were now
the men. If ever there was a place where fuc*

cefs might have been expe6led at the com-
mencement of the work, Macedonia was the

place. Thofe fervants of God did not leave

Troas until they were convinced that it was the

will or God they fliould leave It. They did not go
to Macedonia till they were aflured that God had
called them to preach the Gofpel there. Was k
not, therefore, reafonahlc for Paul and Silas to ex-

pect that multitudes would immediately fiock to

the dandard of the Crois. God's thoughts are not
as our thoughts, nor his ways as our ways. Thofe
two fervants of the Lord lived fonie time in Philip*

pi before any notice was taken of them. When
Paul preached there were but very few to hear him.

It is in this way that the great Head of the Church
is
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io jjleafed fometinies to try his moll able and faith-

ful fervants ; but let thofc who are tried in this way
remember tliat '' theyytv'Dc' who wait." Let them
continue to writ upon the Lorel, he will yet

ihengthcn their hearts. Wiien we have fetn the

hand of God leading us into any place, however

impleafant our fituation may be, although there

ihoald be many adverfaries, and even fmall

ground to hope for fuccefs, yet it is our bounden
duty to wait till the Lord in his providence Ihall

open up our way.

When we read this hidory now under con H de-

ration, we are taught, that wfien any ferious im-

preilions have been made upon the hearts of the

hearers cf the Gofpel, that the Lord himfelf has

done the work.

Saul was brought up at Gamaliel's feet, and was

a fa-ibe well inftru6:ed by the Holy Ghoft. When
he preached, divine truths were propofed with the

grealeil plainnefs, and prelTed with becoming ear-

jieftnefs. Paul travailed as in birth till Chrift was

formed in th-e hearts of his hearers ; but Paul of

himlelf could not bring one foul to Chriit : Ly-

dia"s heart was opened, that fhe attended to the

things which were fpoken by Paul, but it was the

Lord who opened the heart.—The Lord {Juits, and
no man can open ; and he opens, and no man can

fliut. My well beloved brethren, who are now
profefling a willingnefs to live amonglt the rude

ions of Africa, that you may be indrumental in

making them wife unto falvation, allow me to in-

trcat of you that ye attend to this important in-

flru6tion.— Let it fink deep into your hearts.

—

Periiaps when you fliall have entered upon your

work, and conlklcfed your own inability, and
when you ilrall obferve the ignorance and ftub-

bornnel's of the untutored African, your fouls may
be cafl down within you. Perhaps each of you

may feel himfelf difpoied to fay with the Prophet
Mofes i
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Mofes ;
'' O my Lord ! fend, I pray thee, by the

hand of him whom thou wilt fend :" and with him

who was .fet at the head of the Macedonian mif-

fion, '' and who is fufficient for thefe things.'* At

fuch a dark feafon as this now fuppofed, remember

zvbo opened Lydia*s heart—Look not fo much to

your own inability, nor to the ignorance and obdi-

nacy of the people, as to the promife and power of

your Mailer—If the Lord flrall blefs your labours

to any foul—if any benighted mind (hall be en-

lightened, and hard heart foftened through your

means, take care to let that foul know to whom he

is indebted—Tell him that the treafure is in

earthen veffels, but that the excellency of the

power is of God, and not of men.

But again, we are here taught that Satan will in

one fliape or other endeavour to difturb the minds

of the fervants of God, and hinder the work in

which they are engaged.

When Paul and Silas went to prayer, a damfel

poflelTed with a fpirit of divination met them, and

cried, Thefe men are the fervants of the Moft High

God, &c. But was Satan divided againft himfelf ?

By no means. He had only transformed himfelf

into an angel of light, that he might carry on the

works of darknefs with greater advantage. Satan

meant to injure the work and the fervants of God,

and he nor his adherents never do more mifchief

than when they diflemble.

My dear fellow labourers in the work of the

Lord, I have mentioned this cunning and powerful

foe, not with a view to difcourage you, but to tore-

warn you of your danger. Remember, for your

encouragement, that the caufe in which you are en-

gaged is the caufe of heaven, and that under

Jehovah's banners you fliall be perfectly fecure.

The more fubtle and povi'erful the enemy, the

more glorious (hall be the viclory which (hall

C l^^
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be obtained by the Captain of your falvation.—

Be ftrong in the Lord, and the very God of peace

fliall bruife Satan under your feet.

Another important inflrudion which this hiflory

affords, is this, that wicked men will combine
ac^ainfl:, and may be permitted to perfecute the

faithful fervants of Jefus.

When the mafters of the damfel who was cured

faw that the hope of their gain was gone, they

capght Paul and Silas, and carried them before

thole who were invefled with public authority.

They reprefented them as dangerous men. To the

eternal difgrace ofthefe rulers, it is faid that '' they

rent off their clothes,'^ and without the forms of

law or juflice, ^^ commanded to beat them."

—

When they had laid many (tripes upon them, they

call them into prifon, and commanded the jailor

to keep them fafely. The jailor at that time was

a man of the fame fpirit with thofc who employed
him ; he cafl: them into the inner prifon, and

made their feet faff in the fiiocks. How awfully

myfterious are the difpenfations of divine Provi-

dence to his own fervants and people! It was no

wonder that a llorm fhould avife at Tea and over-

take Jonah when he rcfufed to go to Nineveh, that

great city, to warn the inhabitants of their danger ;

but Paul and Silas were fent by God bim/c/f to Phi-

lippi. How aftonilhing, then, that they ihould

have met viith fuch painful trials. Let the perfe-

cuted fervants of Jefus confider that all their trials

come cither diredly or indirectly from the hand of

a wife and a gracious Mailer : let them confider

that he can, and fliall, fubdue their moft fubtlc

and powcriul enemies. It was this confideration

which comforted the mind of the Pialmift in

troublous days ;
" The floods,** faid he, '' have lift-

ed up, O Lord! the floods have lifted up their

voice, the floods have lift up their waves." But
he added, for his and for our comfort, *^ The Lord

on
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on high is mightier than the noife of many waters^

vea, tljan the mighty waves of the fea."

But this leads me to obferve, in the next place, that

here we are taught how the afflicted fervanus of the
Lord ought to be exercifed when vifitcd with pain-

ful difpenfations.

Paul and Silas prayed, and fung praifes to God.
Prayer is at all times a duty ; and when the Chriflian

is in a proper fram.e of mind, it will be a dejightful

duty : but when vifi ted.with affliiSlion, we are call-

ed upon in a particular manner lo pray to God :

" Call upon me in the day of trouble,'* fays God.
We fhould then look ud to God for grace to ena-

ble us to bear the trial with acceptance to him,

with profit to ourfelves, and with advantage to

others ; wc Ihould pray that we may in due time

be brought out of afHidive circumfiances, as

gold tried feven times. But Paul and Silas not

only prayed, but they united praifes with prayer,

and they fung fo loud that the priloners heard
them. Their outward condition was now much
more deplorable that the one which a Prophet
has only fuppofed : the 'iig tree did not bloffoni,

neither was there fruit for them in the vines, the

labour of the oUve failed, and the fields yielded no
meat, the flock was cut off from the fold, they had
no herd in the flails, nor were they only de-

prived of every outward comfort ; they werp now
lying in adarkprifon with their ih'ipes undrefled,

and their feet fafl in the flocks. But they had
joy—their enemies had deprived them of liberty,

but their joy no man could take from them ; ard
as they had joy, fo they took care to expreTs it in

fongs of praife. Paul and Silas never Appeared to

greater advantage than on this occafion— they act-

ed quite in charad;er. Inflead ofmurmuring agalnlt

God for bringing them to Macedonia, they re-

joiced that they were accounted worthy to fuffer

tor his fake. It is the will of God that his faints

C 2 and
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and hi;^ fervants (liould have comfort under all their

preflurcs, and that thcfe comforts fhould abound

in proportion as their afflidions encreafe. It is

llkewife his will that the afilicled faint Ihould let

his fellow Chiillians and the men of the world fee

that God can give fongs in the night. When the

Lord vifits a fervant of his with dark difpenfations

of Providence, he then, in effecl, fays to that fer-

vant, '^ Arife, flilne ; let thy light now appear be-

fore men :'* and the patient and chcarful fervant

of Jefus never fliines fo bright as when walking in

the midfl: of darknefs.

This hiftory, to wnich our attention is now di-

rected, teacheth us that the Lord hears prayer, and

that he can deliver his people out of alltheir di-

ftrefes.

We have already feen the two prifoners of the

Lord praying and praifmg, but we are now to be-

hold God anfwering prayer by a fearful work.

When the enemies of ChrKl had fcourged the two
difciples, and had feen them cad into the inner pri-

fon, and had given (tricl orders to the jailor to keep

them fafely, they no doubt thought that they had

gained a complete vi^^tory over them, and that the

day was all their own. But come here all ye that

fear God, and fee what he can do for his people

—

Come here all ye who oppofe the Gofpel, and fee

the effeds of ihat power which ye madly ai tempt to

rcfifl. Behold a great earthquake, fee all the foun-

dations of the prilon fliaken, all the doors opened,

andevcryone's bands looled. "Why dothe heathen

rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ? he that

fitteth in heaven fhall laugh, the Lord fliail have

them in dcrifion.*' Why (hould ever the iuffcring

faint fay, my way is hid from the Lord, and my
judgment is palled over from my God ? ?Iall: thou

not known, hall thou not heard that the everlaft-

ing God the Lord, the Creator of all the ends of

the earth, faiiUcth not, neither is weary, there is

no
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no fearching of his underftanding ? He giveth

power to the faint, and to them who have no

might he encreafeth ftrength. Weeping may en-

dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

Some times deliverances are wrought out by God
for his people, at a time and in a place when and

where they were lead expethed. When the af-

flided fervant of God is expe6ling nothing but a

long and a ftormy night, his fears are often difap-

pointed, and his hopes far exceeded—at evening

time it is light. Nothing more is neceiTary than

for God to fay, " Let there be light/*

Again, every attentive reader of this part of God's

word mud obferve, that by the over-ruling provi-

dence of God, the fulFerings of his fervants rather

accelerate than hinder the advancement of the Re-

deemer's kingdom.
When Paul was afterwards a prifoner at Rome,

he wrote a letter to the church at PhiUppi : in that

letter he lets them know that the things which had

happened to him at Rome had fallen out rather to

the furtherance of the Gofpel. This v/as likewife

the cafe when he was a prifoner at Philippi.

We have already feen the jailor treating Paul

and Silas \A\X\ the greatefl barbarity. His (late

was much more deplorable than that of his two pri-

foners. He himfelf was a prifoner, akhough he

was infenfible of it. The walls of that prilon in

which he then lay are deep as hell, high as heaven,

and flrong like omnipotence : but the day, the

blelfcd day was now come when the doors of his

prifon were to be opened, his chains to be loofed,

and he brought into glorious liberty.

After he was awakened by the earthquake, the

jailor drew his fword, and would have killed him-

Velf, fuppofmg that the pnfoners had been fled

(what Paul faid on that occafion is here recorded

to his honour, and for our inflrudion) ; but Paul

cried with a loud voice, Vio thyfclfno harm, we are

all
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all here. Then he called for a light, and fpran^^

in, and came trembling and fell down before Paul

and Silas, and brought them out, and fa id. Sirs,

what mud 1 do to be faved? And they faid, Be-

lieve on the Lord Jefus Ciirift, and thou (halt be

faved, and thy houfe. They fpake unto the jailor

the word ct God, and to all that were in his houfe.

He took them the fame hour of the night, and
walhed their flripes, and was baptized, he and all

his (Iraightway. When he had fet meat before

them, he rejoiced, believing in God with all his

houfe. Now, brethren, whilfl you behold the for-

giving temper of the two fervants of God, and the

truths which fliould be held up to the view of the

awakened fmner ; whilfl: you (land adonifhed at

the change which is eifefted by fovercign grace,

you ought at tlie fame time to admire the ends

which God propofcs, and the means which he em-

ploys for accomplilhi ng his ends. Whilft you take

a view of what happened in the prifon,you fee God
blading the defigns of the drong and the fubtle

;

you fee him making the wrath of man to praife

iiim,and the fufferings of his faints produdive of

much good to the church.

But again we are here taught, that the fervants

of God mud take care not to give the wicked an

opportunity of fpeaking evil of the ways of God,

or reafon to think meanly of his people.

We find that the magidrates fent the fergeants,

faying, let thefe men ga. The keeper was, no

doubt, happy to be the meflenger of fuch tidings,

and the language which he now employed was the

language of Sion : the magidrates have fent to let

you go ; now therefore depart, fajd he, and go in

peace. As if he had faid, go and preach the fame

glad tidingi to others which you have preached to

me, and may the God of peace and of love go

with you.

But Paul well knew that if they fliould go out

of
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of prifon privately their enemies would fay they

were vile men, and engaged in a bad caafe ; he

therefore infidcd on being acquitted in the moft

honourable manner. " They have beaten us open-

ly uncondemned, being Romans,** faid he, " and
have cad us into prifon, and now do they ihrufl:

us out privately ; nay, verily, but let them come
themfelves and fetch us out." My dear brethren,

who have^ devoted yourfelves to the miflionary

work, fuffer the word of exhortation ; -whilfl ye

are innocent as doves and meek as lambs, remem-
ber that ye muft be wife as ferpents and bold as

lions.

Farther, this important portion of God*s word
teaches us, that it is the duty of fuffering faints to

let their fellow Chriilians know how God has fup-

ported them under their trials, and how he has de«

livered them.

The moment that Paul and Silas were let go from
prifon, they went to the houfe of Lydia and comfort-
ed them. Thofe tVv^o good men would, no doubt,

inform their fellow Difciples that, whilfl lying in

prifon, God had poured out his fpirit upon them as

a fpirit of prayer; that with a* holy freedom they

were allowed to unbofom themfelves to their Father

in Heaven, and that they were enabled to fmg the

fongs of Sion, not only in a ftrange land, but in a

prif )n, and even in the flocks. They would inform

them of the manner in which the Lord had been
pleafed to anfwer prayer ; and with unfpeakable de-

light they would inform them of the jailor's conver-

fion. Thefe things could not fail to comfort the

hearts of the church now aflembled in Lydia's houfe.

When, therefore, God in his providence fhall vi-

fit any of you with afflictive difpenfations of provi-

dence, and when in his good time you are deli-

vered, take care to imitate the condu<Sl of thefe

two Difciples. You are then called upon in a par-

ticular manner to tell what God has done for your

fouls
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fouls. By fuch means the hands uhich hang down
are lifted up, and the feeble knees are ftrengthen-

ed : by fuch means the heart of the aged Chridian

is filled with gratitude, and the young convert is

encouraged to go on his was rejoicing.

As we muft haften, I obferve, in the lafl place,

That the fpirit of God here teaches us that we
cannot always judge of the fuccefs of a miflion by

its firft fruits.

When Paul and Silas had comforted the bre-

thren, they departed. When he and his com-
panions received the invitation to go to Mace-
donia, they perhaps expeded that they fhould fee

multitudes brought to Chrift before they (hould

leave it, and perhaps they were a little difappoint-

ed even after their labours were attended with

fome fuccefs. We may be certain that their ene-

mies would fuppofe that the difciples had gained

but little ground, and perhaps might often in the

language of derifion fay, that they had only pro-

felyted Lydia and the jailor, with their families ;

but by confulting that letter which Paul wrote to

the church, which, under God, he planted at that

time, you well fee that it had become a moll i]oi\'

rifhing church. At firft it was but like a grain of

muftard-feed, but it afterwards became, by the

blefTmg of God, like a tree planted by the rivers

of water, extending its branches far and wide.

In the cflimation of God one foul is of more
value than ten thoufand worlds. If. therefore,

through means of this African million there

(hall be only one or two precious fouls brought

to the knowledge of the truth, we fliall have

good caufe to look back with pleafure on the

proceedings of this day. But, perhaps, the reli-

gious inllruiftion of youth may be the chief, if not

the only work which the head of the church fliall

aflign to thefe milfionaries. But if they fhall dif-

charge a duty to children with fidelity, the chief

fhep-
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fliepherd fhall richly reward them. If the youth of

Africa fhall be taught to read the word of God, and

carefully inftruded in the principles of the religion

of Jefus, fliall we not have reafon to hope that

darknefs and diftrefs fhall foon give way to light

and to Hberty.

May we not hope that flourifliing churches fhall

foon be eftablifhed in thefe very places which have

long been the feats of ignorance and cruelty.

Let us not be afraid to encounter the deluded

followers of Mahomet. The weapons of our war-

fare, indeed, are not carnal, like theirs, but they

arc mighty, through God, to the pulling down of

flrong holds.

" Rife up, Lord, and let thine enemies be fcat-

tered, and let them that hate thee flee before thee."

Now, my dear brethren, permit me to intreat of

you that in your clofets and families, and when
you meet in the houfe of God you earneftly pray

that God may blefs every attempt that is made
for propagating the Gofpel. In a particular man-
ner plead that God's prefence may go with thefc

fix good men j that they may have a fafe pafTage

;

and that their labours among the poor Africans

may be crowned with abundant fuccefs. May the

Lord blefs the mifHonaries, and blefs his own
word. Amen,

£ND OF THE SERMON.

D
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AN ADDRESS, &c.

MY DEAR AND HONOURED BRETHREN,

ALTHOUGH the ineftimable book* jufl pre^

fented to you contains every thing necelTary

for do5!rme and infirutlion in righteoufnefs^ the Di-

rectors of this Society have requefted me to give

you forrie public advice, founded on its facred con-

tents, relating to the obligations of your miffionary

charader. With this requefl I chearfully comply,

as it prefents an opportunity of increafmg the im-
prelTions already made upon your minds by the

affedting fituations in vehich the providence of God
hath placed you, of engaging the friends of hu-
manity and religion in fervent application before

the Throne of Grace on your behalf, and of fug-

gefling fome ufeful hints to our Committees of
Examination. With thefe views I addrefs you in

the affedionate and encouraging language of the

Apoflle Paul, i Cor. xv. 58. Therefore^ my beloved

brethren, he ye Jledfaft, unmon^eahle^ always abound-

ing id the work of the Lord, fora/much as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord, With-
out attending to the immediate connexion of thefe

words with the work of the Lord Jefus and the

refurredion of his people to eternal life, I would

* The BJbk given to each of the Mifiionari«s at iheir ordination.

confider.
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confider them in application to the work, the fplrit,

and the faccefs of miilionaries.

I. Reflect on the nature of your work.

You are fent forth to civilize the Heathen, to

humanize the favage, to deftroy the delufions of

fuperflition and idolatry ; as inftruments in the

hands of the Holy Spirit, you arc going to feck, and

to fave that which has long been loft, and which,

till this late period, has been left to pei ifh without

our generous exertion. All other ftations, occu-

pations, and purfuits, are low, and mean, and
defpicable, when brought into comparifon with

yours. The honour of eflential truth, the falva-

tion of guilty men, the extenfion of the Redeem-
er's empire, the overthrow of Satan's flrongeft

holds, the joy of Angels, the eternal praife of di-

vine love—thefe are the important objeds which

occupy the attention and infpire the ambition of

this Society ; and I rejoice in the alTurance that

the accomplifhment of thefe objedls will be the

fupreme glory of your lives, and the unfpeakable

joy of your laft moments. On this fide the grave,

you could not be more honourably employed than

in preaching the Gofpel where the glorious light

of it hath never dawned. Is this the work of the

Lord ? And are you called to it by his peculiar

providence ? ITien you will be animated in it by
the light of his countenance

;
you will be daily

furniihed for it out of his fulnefs and his power,

which cannot be refilled with fuccefs or impunity;

he will fuftain and defend you till you have finilh-

ed the work he hath given you to do upon earth.

You are conftituted kings and priefts in the fpi-

ritual empire of Jefus, who is Lord of all. The
Gofptlis your fceptre, fouls converted from the

error of their ways your crown, the blefTed intel-

ligencics of Heaven are your attendants, and you

have continual freedom of acccfs to the Holieji by

ike blood of the Lamb^ both for yourfelves and the

people
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people among whom you are to hold forth the word

of life. Such are the honours of God's faithful

fervants, who, like you, go forth with their lives

in their hands to win fouls—honours which cannot

be loft by calamity, or fade with time—honours

which will furvire your mortal exiftence, and prove

coeval with eternity.

When Pompey was exhorted not to fail in a

dangerous rempeft, he replied, " It is necelTary

for me to fail, but not necelTary for me to live."

So you may fay, *^ We mufl work the wo-ks of him

that fends us, whatever exertions they may require,

to whatever dangers they may expofe us, " for the

night Cometh when no man can wcrk,^^ Yoa muft

be prepared for hard labour, and refigned to coarfe

and fcanty fare. If you do not the work of the

Lord deceitfully, if your fouls are in it, if you ef-

timate your honour only by your fuccefs, your

animal fpirits will often be fuppreffed, your ftrength

will often be weakened by the way. In you the

words of the Apoftle may be fully verified : We
both hunger and thirfl^ ar.d are naked, and ai~e buf-

feted^ and have no certain dwehing-place ; we are

made as the filth of the earth, and the offfcouring of

all things : but, with this Apoftle, I truff you will

endure all things for the ele£f\s fake. In acquiring

the language of the country where your lot will be

call, and in teaching the ignorant inhabitants the

principles of religion, every mental power muft be

vigoroufly exerted, and every remnant of time muft

be redeemed. Keep the example of your Lord al-

ways in view : he was fo indefatigable in doing

good, that, in the day the drought confumed h m^
and the frojl by 7m hi, and his fleep departed frora

his eyes. Behold him wearied iviih journeying, ex-

haufte-d with long fafting, and fo emaciated by his

zeal, that he wight tell all his bones, they looked and
fared upon him. By fuch fidelity of attention to

your work, you will increafe your fplritual riches.
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and prepare new trophies for his final triumphs.

Why are the men of the wot Id fo anxious and la-

lK)rious ? For what do they eat the bread of care-

fuhaefs, and deny themfelves that refl and nourifh-

inent often fo nccefl'ary to bodily health ? It is only

to enlarge their podeffion of earth, differing in no-

thhig but its colour from that which they tread

under their feet* But while you f.recich among the

GeiUiks the wdjenrchalle riches of Chrift, you will

feel yourfelves the heirs of ^^^ inheritance incorrupt-

ible and itndcjiled^ and that fadeih not away j and

thus your celeftial enjoyments, like the widow's

barrel of meal and crufe of oil, will continue to

increafe as they are communicated to others, till

you are led by the Lamb in the midft of the throne

of living fountains of waters.

Other w^orks are generally attended with difap-

pointments, vexations, and lofies. Other labour-

ers are rendered incapable of happinefs by folici-

tude to gain the world, or by their infatuated

abr.fe of it. But you, my brethren, may unpre-

funiptuoufly aflure yourfelves of the pureft, the

fublimefl pleafures, even under the roughed blafts

of perfecution. In communion with God, in

contemplating the travail of your Redeem-
er's foul, and in anticipating the perfe6t fru-

ition of his glory, you will go on your way re-

joicing, although it may be covered over with

briars. This pleafure will animate you in retire^

ment, it will give dignity to all your labours, it

will raife you above the influence of ilavifh fear,

and it v/ill illuilrate the divinity of your religion

before the world. He who tjhems the words of
God more than his ^leccffary food^ hi ivhoje meat and
drink it is to do his '•jodl^ floall be made to drink of

the rivers of his pleafures. He who fends you forth

to make known his love in diitant and. dark parts

of the earth, has engaged to furnifh you with all

the gifts and ^rraccs you nee|d. He is infinitely rich

and
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and uafpeakably liberal. Among the fons of

Africa his eye and heart will be as immoveably
fixed upon you as with your peculiarly privileged

countrymen; and now you are refigning your re-

lative and focial conneKiOns for hs fake and the

GofpeVs^ he will be more eminently with you in

all the comforts of his friendfhip, and for you in

every feafonable difplay of his pov/er. You are

entering into a field where there are no labourers,

but a great harvefl:
\
you renounce the purfuits

of eafe, pleafiire, ambition, and emolument, where
the labourers are feen in crowds though the harveft

is not worth carrying away. Well done good and
faithfulfervants I the joy of your Lord will crown

you when you have finifhtdyour day. Should you, in

the fcene of your millionary endeavours, behold the

tears of fuch as are oppreifed by the depredations

of Britifh avarice, in that infernal traffic the flave

trade, any connexion with which is an indelible

ftain upon humanity, and mud imprefs the Hea-
then mind with the mod odious fentiments of the

Chriflian religion—Should you obferve any traces,

of this hydra, they may prove obflacles to your

progrefs, they rnufl prove incentives to diligence.

Do you contemplate the fufFerings of your fellow-

men with boivels ofpity f Have you returned from
vifuing the abodes of adverfity and wretchednefs,

agitated with forrow and longing for ability to

adminifter relief ? But Job, dripped of all tempo-

ral good, and Lazarus dying under the power of

difeafe and hunger, were in enviable fituations

compared with the degraded date of fallen men
in intellectual and fpiritual darknefs, loaded with

the malfy chains of guilt, expofed to the fevered

fuderings of earth, and the infmite woes of banidi-

mcnt from the kingdom of God. To illuminate,

evangelize, and fave fuch, are the immediate ob-

jects of your mifiion ; in the accompliOiment of

which you mud be refolved to ferve God, what-

r ever
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ever it may cod youj and to confide in him, what-
you may fiitier, till you reft from your labour and
your voorka follow you,

11. Let me inveftigate the text as it applies to a

VinjfLonary fpirit, •

And what I ihall fay on this head, I would pro-

poie, with all refpecl and afledion as the fubje£t

of felf-enquiry to you, of caution to the Com-
mittees of Examination, and of prayer to all who
intereii: themfelves in this great undertaking.

lie who goes forth to promulgate the doctrines

of falvation in diflant lands, mull be a man of a

good natural underftaudingj of an underliandirig en-

lightened by grace, and improved by reading and me-

di'ation. 1 do not fay that he is to poffefs the

wifdom of fcience, that he is to be mafter of claf-

fical elegance and polifned manners ; but you
Jliould well underfland the nature of your work

;

you mufl know yourfelves, the charader of ChriH,

the truths of his glorious Gofpel, and the evi-

dence to be adduced in defence of the Chridian

fyftem. With thefe parts of knowledge we dare

not difpenfe ; and the more intimately our bre-

thren are acquainted with human nature, with

the laws and cuflorns of the countries where they

are to abound in the works of the Lord, with the

hiflory of the church, and with various other

lubjects which I have no occafion to particularize,

the better, under the humbling influences of the

iiive of CioJ, will it be for them, lor benighted

men, and for this inditution.

Next to this knowledge in the mlllionarv cha-

liieler, 1 place right motive's, Almofl every good
caufe has been dilhonoured by fome bad men
engaged in it with warm profellions of friendfiiip,

but without any fixed principles, or in fubjec-

lion to fuch as rank with the mod worthlcfs and
bafe. The fined natural talents, the mod emi-

nent literary acquirements—in a word, all the

qualifi^
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qiuilllicatioils of pubiic ufefulnefs, when not direct-

ed and animated by motives approved before the

Searcher of hearts, will be involved in obfcuvity,

and leave thtir pofTelTors in difgracc. You cannot

proceed with alacrity unlefs fitisfied that you a -e

in principle fuch as the Head of the Church de-

lights to honour ; nor will you derive any real

dignity of charader from his work, unle!s Im-

cerely concerned for his glory as the Saviour of

finners. Therefore examine yourfehes, and im-

plore the fanclifying influence of the Holy Spiri^.

I do not fpeak thus becaufe I am jealous over you,

for your cafe is more inacceflible to fiifpicion

and fear than any other. You leave your con-

nexions and your country for a land of ftrangevs,

who may turn a deaf ear to your glad tidings

:

you can have no view to pleafure or pecuniary

advantage : the poverty and alHiclions of the crofs

are before you : bonds, and af]li(5tIons, and deai.h

may await you. Have you left all to follow the

Lamb through evil and through good report ?

Hear what he fays in approbation of your Tpirit

and conduct : There is 710 man that hath left hoafcy

or brethren^ orfifter^ or father^ or mother3 cr wife^

or children^ or lands for my Jake and the Gofptl^s^

hut ke /hall receive an hundredfold nou^ and in the

world to come eternal life.

It is fiid of Daniel that he was preferred above

the prefidents and princes of Babylon, becaufe an

excellent fpirit ivas in him, fie was endowed with

an uncommon portion of the Spirit of God, and
in the country where he was a captive became a

milTionary, with fich amiablcnefs of temper, as

excited the admiration and won the eflecm of his

enemies. A good natural temper is of importance
in e\ery department o( life, but particularly in

that which you are called to occupy. You, ahove
all men, muft not befeif willed, notJoon angrv, not

paflionate or peevifh, not proud or inacceiiible.

^' 2 All
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All that Is refpedable in manlinefs, or lovely la

meeknefs, fhould prevail in your niiiids and de-

portment. Various circuniftances will, no doubt,

occur and combine to try your fpirits. However
favourable your reception, however fair your pro-

fpecls, you will find the prejudices and enmities of

unregenerate minds the fame in Africa as at home,
and more unredrained and obfliiiatc in proportion

to the ignorance that is in them. Every Abel has

been followed by fome perfecutinp; Cciin. There
never was a Micaiah, to Ipeak the truth, but there

was fome Ahab to hate him for it. In every pro-

vocation poiTefs yourfelves. Charity fuffcreth long

and is kind, under the moll defpiteful ufage. The
lofs of your temper in one unguarded moment
may coft you your lives. Confider him that endured

Juch contradi^icn of /inners againft himfelf leaft ye
be wearied and faint in your minds.

Before our Lord Jefus fent Peter to feed his

lambs and his fheep, he would have the great

queflion of his fmcere and fupreme affection for

him decided in the prefence of witnels ; and, to

evince the importance of this principle in the cha-

racter of a fpiritual teacher, the enquiry, lovest
THOU ME ? is three times repeated. Love to Chrift,

as the centre of all excellence, as the eternal

fource of Lleflednefs, is eflential to your character;

it -is the only fupport and the brightcll orniment
of it ; it is the grand fecurity of your fuccefs and
happinefs on earth ; and, becaufe it is the reflec-

tion of his love to you, it will perpetuate your

glory in the -'.hurch above. As you love the Lord
Jefus, you will feel and evidence the greated con-

cern to recommend his truth in its own native

fpirit : you vixWJpeak the truth in love* Your firft

object, when you arrive where you are appointed

to labour, mult be to gain the good will and elteem

of the people ; by every art, by every exertion

make them fenfible that you love them as your

brethren.
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brethren, and that you have no intereft feparate

from theirs. If you are received with favour, you
may find a thouiand avenues to their hearts, and
will foon be able to eftablifh yourfelves there.

But all will be loft if you do not exemplify the

difpofition of which I am fpcral.ing by rhe ciolefl

union and kindeft behaviour among yourfelves

;

let them fee that you are cf one hearty that you
i$ye each other fervent 'y. As you each have your
infirmities, you will (land in need of mutual for-

beaiance ; and in the exercife of this 'forbearance,

you will find yourfelves increafnigly bleffeu, as a

little church united in the fellow [hip of the Gof-
pel, and as a family connecled by the decr^'lf ties..

The probability of our profperity in foreign iaiids

mufl very conlfderably depend on the uiiauimity

of thole who engage in ihe work. May the lod

of love imprefs our minds with the imporiance of

this truth, and fecure this blefling at home and
abroad

!

MilTionaries (Iiould be actuated by compajjion.

He muft have companion o?i the ignorant and on them
that are out of the way. Touched with the feelings

of human mifery, with the tendered folicitude he
devotes himfelf to the prevention of final ruin He
pathetically defcribes the fallen, guilty condition of
the world ; he endeavours in the mofl imp^eiTive

manner to (late the fafts which compofe the Hif-
tory of Redemption ; he intreats, he expoflu'...tes,

he weeps, he prays. To adopt the words ot in-

fplration, he travails in birth until Chriji be form-
ed in thofe whole madnefs reje^ls the overtures

of mercy, made by the Gofpel in the name of him
who died to fave. His love to the crofs, and his

compafTiOn for fouls will bear him over the tem-
peiluous ocean, will carry him through barren de-

ferts, and reconcile him to every pofTible tribu-

lation. He knozvs that he zvho conroerts a Jinner , from
the error of his ways, fives a foul from death, and

hides
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bides a multiiiide offins. In imitation of Jefus,

when he fees the multitudes he is moved with
companion on them, bccaufe they faint and arc

fcattcred abroad as fhccp having no fhepherd ; and
he is afhamed and confounded for himfelf and
others, that thcfc multitudes fhould have been
neglecled fo long. IMoved by this fpirit to take

upon you this facred office, be always careful to

fpeak its language and to difplay the excellence

of it for the happinefs of the heathen world, and
Jet compaOion in you be as an emanation of the

Saviour's glory upon them.

The connexions and dependances exifling in

the works of nature, and the difpenfations of

Providence may be cbferved in the operations of

grace. As love to the Saviour produces compaf-

lion to man, fo will compaflion be invariably re-

compenfed with public zeal. It is good to be zea-

loufly aiFeded always in a good work ; and can

there be any better work than this ? Any work
more interefling to others r Any work more ho-

nourable to yourfelves, or your country ? Any
work more pleafmg to God ? If he who facri-

fices and fuffers mod for ufefulnefs to men, brings

mod glory to him, your prerogatives are far fuperior

to ours, whofe lines arefallen in Inch pleapnt places.

As I believe your zeal is according to knowledge,

let it be tempered with mceknefs and fwi-plicity

;

then it will be of advantage, as an open declara-

tion of your faith, as an evidence of your fmcerity,

and acceptable before God, as a teflimony of your

gratitude, A meek foul, lays a pious author,

without zeal, is like a fliip in a dead calm, and a

zealous foul without meeknefs, is like a Ihip in a

ftorm. And I may add, when thefe two paflions

are united in the difciple of Jefus, he will be like a

fjiip ainidll: the dafiiing waves in full fail for his

deflined port, richly*laden with iho.fruits of righte-

cujnefi'. Be :^ealoj(s and lowly^ that your rejcicings

Vila)
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Piay he this, the iejiimony of your coiijaences^ thai j:i

firm and godly fincerit)\ not with Jiejbly wifdom^ but

h the p'ace of God, you have had your converjation

in the zvnrld.

In a mlllionaTy we look for zeal and courage. We
wifli to ilnd him a man not afraid to meet difficui-

ties and dangers, a man of coolnefs and intre-

pidity in the midft of them ; a man who, while

defirous of living for the glory of Chrift, is not to

be difmayed at the thought of giving his blood for

a teftimony to his truth. You know not what
tribulations are before you ; in what fights of
afiii5iions you men are to be engaged in. I'he

illae of the trial you are about to make may be
doubtful. Our knowledge of the country and
people is very partial. Stand prepared for the

event : familiarize the worft. Study the charadters

and contemplate the triumphs of martyrs. Endure

bardnefs as good foldiers of Jejiis Cbrifi, Gird up

the loins of your mind^ hefober^ and hope to the end.

With a noble Chriftian courage perfevcre throuoh

the zvaiers and through the fires. If you die. for the

Redeemer, ftill confefs him, undaunted by the

terrors of perfecution, and proving that you no
further cflimate life than as an inftrument of pro-

moting the defigns of his eternal love. 1 fpeak
thus to prevent your forming fanguine expecta-
tions, not to difcourage you; for although no man
can be more happy in his domeftic religious con-
nexions, i (hould have rejoiced to caft in my lot

with you, had the providence of God led the way.
1 confider all miflionary work, with any national
profpect of fuccefs, more enviable in its honours
than dreadful in its dangers.

But your courage mull be prudent, Confider
the national charaSer of the people with whom
you are to du'ell. Attentively obferve their man-
ners, and every peculiarity of natural temper.
Watch for favourable opportunities and improve

them.
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them. Be wife as prpenls. I fuppofe you are di-

rected not to (hew yourfelves at firfl: in your mif-

fionary charader, but- to advance in this defign

gradually. One incautious moment at firfl:, one

a£l of imprudence might greatly obftruft your pro-

grefs, if not fully deflroy your objedl. Do not in-

terfere in their political affairs. Whatever, may
be their form of government, fubmit to it without

any apparent reludance. Concur with them as

far as the obligations of confcience will allow you,

and conform in all things indifferent, that you

may more eafily fecure the reception of things that

are effential. As a prepofitive ftep to the cure of

your patients' maladies, be very attentive to the

pulfe.

Finally, viy beloved brethyen, you mud be Jledfaft^

wwioveable, always abounding in this work of the

Lord. As the priefts, bearing fhe ark of the co-

venant, went before the children of Ifrael in their

paffage through Jordan, and flood in the midfl of

it till all the people paffed over, fo you, with firm

IkjDS, fliould lead the way to an eternal inheritance,

and animate ihofe who obferve you by uniform

obedience to your mafter's will, and an unfhaken

conhderice in his word. Againfl the allurements

of vice and the prevalence of error, againit the

malevolence. of earth, the rage of hell, the fuffer-

ings of life, and the terrors of death, conlinue ground-

ed and feltled on the faith, and be not moved azmy

from the hope of the Gofpe!. Condu6l yourfelves

through every viciffitude of life as dying, account-

able creatures j anticipate the period when thefdvcr

cordjhall be icofed, when the dvfljhall return to the

earth, as it was, and your fpirits to God who gave

than, " Sometimes, fays an excellent man, in my
contemplations I die, I flrip myfelf of all, and bid

farewell to my dcarcll friends ; my fancy wraps

my body in its winding flieet, and wafts my foul

to Gcd. 1 enter, r.s far as wc can, into Heaven,
and
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and I dwell there ; and fo the tafte of the other

world, like eating manna, makes my palate too

nice for the garlick and onions of Egypt. This is

the happy art of dying daily. This is the way to

dived yourfelves of earthly folicitude, and to ap-

propriate invifible, eternal realities. Be fpiritually

minded ; for by clofe walking with God you will

beft prepare yourfelves for ufefulnefs to man. Take
care of your own vineyards. Be frequent in fecret

and focial prayer. Let your feilowfhip be with

the Father, and with the Lord Jefus, and with

each other, and you will be diligent without lega-

lity, you will be confident without prefumption,

you will be fubmiffive without apathy, and fuc-

cefsful without odentation.

IlL Your encouragement in this work, with thefe

qualifications, is great and fatisfaclory. Tou know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord,

Your work, with a blelling from above, will

prove fuccefsful in its progrefs, and infinitely glo-

rious in its iflue. Tour dodrine flmll drop as the

rain : your fpeechJhall diftil as the deWy as thefmaII

rain upon the tender herb, and as the fhozvers upon

the grafs. His word Jhall have free courfe and be

glorified. It can never return unto him void. This

is his promife ; a promife confirmed by the (trong-

eft evidence, and which we hope will be verified

in your own experience. Do you labour in his

work? By his appointment? In his name and
ftrength ? For his glory ? Are you zvorkers together

with him F Then it is not poffible you fhould la-

bour in vain. No zveapon that isformed agaivfi you

can pro/per. The fpiritual houfe you are going to

XdX^e Jhall be ejlablijhcd, and zvhen our enemies hear

thereofy and all the Heathen that are round about us

fee thiSy they will be much cajl dozvn in their ozvn

eyesyjor they muji perceive that this zvork is zvrought

of our God.

F The
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The exertions of thofe who conduct the affairs

of this inftitution, the generofity of the religious

public, the bread ^lVC cajt upon the waters^ we Jhall

find after many days. The hand of the Lord is

here, and his love will enrich us in the accom-

plifhment of our defires. Your concern for the

welfare of your poor African brethren, who are

now fitting in the region and fhadoiv of denth^ is pre-

cious in his fight. His fmiles attend you in all

your ways, and his grace will fucceed you in bring-

ing mnn\ fans to glory. Your fuccefs in but one in-

flance will prove rnore to you than the great eft

fortune, or the moft elevated rank ; more than

the conqueft of a kingdom, more than the poflef-

fion of a whole world. Should your miflion be

followed by no fuccefs, fhould it meet with all the

reverfe, the attempt is laudable and honourable,

and you will, neverthelefs, be glorious in the eyes of

the Lord. Be flrong^ therefore^ and let not your hands

he weak \ indue time you (hall reap ^ ify6u faint not^

for God is net unrighteous to forget your zvork and

labour of love zvhich ye have fhezved toward his

name.

All the fupport and comfort you need he will

communicate. The God of Je/hurunfhall ride upon

the Heaven in your help. He is your fl?ield and

thefword of your Excellency . Apply in full affu-

ranee of faith to the inexhauilible fulnefs of the

Lord Jefus, for he will withhold nothing from you

which your exigences may demand. Cicero fays,

the memory of Socrates is held in honour for the

admirable doftrines he delivered ; and Cato's for

the glorious deeds he performed. May your names

be held in honour, in everlafting honour, both for

do6lrincs more admirable, and deeds more glori-

ous ! Your lives may be fhort, your dangers nu-

merous, your conflids great. But realize the

blefling of perifhing fouls. Think of the plaudit

of Jefus, and the acclamations of Angels. Lift up
your



AN ADDRESS, &C. 35

your heads with chearfulnefs and joy in all your

prefent fufFerings, ^ox great fhall be your reward in

heaven. Ton Jhall JJjine as the brightnejs of the

firmament^ and as the ftars for ever and ever.

And now, my dear brethren, in the name of

this Society, in the name of this numerous con-

gregation, in the name of all our miflionary friends

in England, Scotland, and Ireland, I take a folemn

and affedlionate leave of you. You are foon to

depart hence—to depart hence into a foreign land,

where no hofpitabie door may be opened to receive

you, where there is not one friend to welcome
your arrival, where the Lord may give you the

bread of adverfity and the water of affliBion^ and
where you may find whatever can Hand in full

contraft with the comforts you have enjoyed in

your native land. We honour your faith which, a<"

the command of God, counts not eafe or even life

dear, which renounces abundance for poverty, and
general happinefs for the profpeft of many forrows.

Farewell. Farewell. We may never fee your
faces again till we meet at the right hand of the

Throne of God, Farewell. Go and fulfil our de-

fires, go and fdfil our joy. So we live if you ftand

faft. Our hearts are with you. Our prayers will

follow you over the mighty waters, and in every

flep you take on African ground. Our clofets,

our families, our churches, our focial intercourfe,

fhall witnefs our intereft in your happinefs. Hun-
dreds of hearts and voices will be daily engaged
before the Throne of Grace on your behalf As
you this day enter into covenant to be ftedfalf, un-
moveablc, always abounding in the work of the

Lord, we engage to remember you where we may
render you the mod effectual fervice. Our clofets,

our families, our churches, our focial intercourfe

fliall prove our intereft in your profperity. O
God, witnefs and confirm our mutual vows! If

you live you may return to us with fome fruits

F 2 of
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of your labours ; but if you fall in this caufe, to

ufe a much proftituted phrafe, you will '' die co-

vered with glory." And we, whom you leave be-

hind, fliall hail you on more exalted ftations in

the kingdom of our Heavenly Father. I had ra-

ther die a miflionary than live a monarch, for

fuch (lars muft differ jrom all other Jiars in glory.

We commend you to Him who is able to keep youfrom

falling, and to prejent you faultlefs before the throne of

his glory with exceeding joy. May he blefs you and

keep you. 'The Lord make his face tofhine upon you

^

and he gracious unto you. The Lord lift the light of

his countenance upon you, and give you peace. The
Lord aflift you to put his name upon the children of

Africa, that he himfelf mas blefs them and be their

God,

GENERAL



GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
FROM

THE DIRECTORS
OF THE

MISSIONARY SOCIETY
TO THE

MISSIONARIES

WHO ARE ABOUT TO EMBARK. FOR THE

FOULAH COUNTRY

AFRICA.

"XlTE, your brelhren in Chrift, to whom his name is precious, feeling the

power of that divine affeflion which animates his various memberi

and unites them in one body, are defirous, before your departure, of of-

fering to you this tellimony of our undiflembled regard, as well as fub-

mitting to you a few obfervalions relating to the important work in whicli

yo« are engaged.

You are apprized that the deplorable fituation of our fellow creatures

who inhabit the Continent of Africa has long excited the commlferation of

every bread which is acceliible to the impulfe of humanity. No portion

of the human race has drank fo deep of the cup of wretchednefs as thefe.

There are no captives of the prince of darknefs to whom the found of re-

demption can be more needed than to them. Indeed, there feems a pecu-

liar fuitablenefs, and a divine propriety In intiooucing thefe children ot

afRiflion to an acquaintance with him, who in the days of his humiliation

was diftinguiflied as *' the Man of Sorrows and familiar with grief.'" It

is to this land of degradation and darknefs to which your footfteps are to

be direiled 5 and, in the humble dwellings of thefe defpilld or oppreffed

Africans
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Africans, you are to make known the grace of him, who alfo was once dc-

Jpifed and rcjcfled of men.

It is a peculiar fatisfa>5licn, brethren, to us, when we rcflcLl on our

partial acquaintance witli the ftate of Africa, and confequently on the

imperfeft inflruftions which we arc able to furnifh, either relpe6ling the

place in which you are to fix, or the exa£l plan on which you are to exe-

cute your Miflionary labours, to have the opportunity of referring you for

more particular information and founder advice, on thefe points, to thofc

fincere fervants and followers of our Lord Jefus Ciirift, Zachary Macau

-

lay, Efq. the Governor of Sierra Leone, and the Rev. Mr. Clark, chap-

Iain to the Colony. The attachment of thefe valuable charailers to the

caule of our Redeemer, and their influence in Africa, inclines and ena-

bles them to furnifti you with important dire6lions, and entitles them, on

your part, to the utmoft attention and refpefl. In fubordination, there-

fore, to what may hereafter appear to you to be the will of Providence

from your more intimate acquaintance with the fubjecl, after your inter-

view with thefe friends, we proceed to inform you, that the attention of

the Dire6lor3 of the MiiTionary Societies in London and in Scotland, as

well as of our friends in general, has been more efpecially dire(5led to the

Foiilah Countiy, as the place where your attempt to ere6l the ftandard of

the Crofs is to be firft made. Many circumstances have contributed to

produce this partiality. The population of that kingdom—the character

of its inhabitants— the gentlenefs and hofpitality of their manners—the

Cuperiority of their endowments—their fobricty—and improvement in

focial inftilutions—feem to oiark them out as a people fitted for Miflionary

attempts. The approximation of that kingdom with others of equal po-

pulation, decides it to be a ftation of great Importance, from whence the

light of the Goi'pel might be tranfmitted into the interior of the Conti-

nent } and their defire to be inftru6led in the knowledge of agriculture,

and other Europ';:'.n arts exprefled to Mr. Watt, one of the fervants of

the Sierra Leone Company, when he vifited Teimbo j and efpecially the

promile of the King to furni(h fuch Europeans with land, and with men

to build their huiUs, has been confidered as probably affording a provi-

dential light, to which it is our duty to attend, both in refpefl to the fpot

in which our labours are to be exerted, and alfo to the collateral means by

which the Gufpel may be gradually Introduced. If, on your arrival at

the Colony, no dilcouraging circumilances fliould appear of fufficient iiw.

portance to prevent your proceeding to the Kculah Country, you will

follow fuch direiTtions as may be given you by Mr. Macaulay, both as to

yut jouvncy, and the meafures you are to adopt on your firll arrival al

Teimbo.
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Teimbo. Your friends here will endeavour to procure the influence of

the Sierra Leone Company, and efpecially of the Governor of* the Colony,

with a view to facilitate your introdu6lion, and fecure your eftablifliment

zt that place.

One fele^led from your own number, or one appointed by Mr. Ma-

caulay, fhould take the lead In the preliminary negociations you muft:

enter into with the King of the Foulahs. Yoii mvjft therein ftipuhte for

your perfonal fecurity—for the right of religious profeffion—for the un-

difturbed profecution of any external calling in which you may engage—

and for the privilege of enabling and executing laws reljie6ling your own

community. It will be needful that one from among you ftiould be fclefled

by the reft to keep detailed journals of your proceedings—to conduft the

correfpondence with Mr. Macauley and Mr. Clark, who are a ftanding

Committee j and with the Direftors in England and Scotland— is well as

to reprefent the whole body in tranfa6llng their affairs with the King of

the country. To him you are to ftate, that it is the intention of our So-

cieties to fend other individuals among them for their inftru6lion and im-

provement in ufeful knowledge, provided it is his wifh to receive them,

and there is a fufficlent pledge for their fecurity and fubfiftence. You will

endeavour to afcertain whether families can refide there in comfort and

fafety—whether married women would be protefled, and what profpecl of

ufefulnefs there would arlfe from their refidence among the female natives.

You will find out what defcription of external knowledge would be moft

ufeful or moft valued among them ; and, efpecially, whether by thefe

means it is likely fuch an afcendancy may be obtained, as to make it highly

probable that, when you have acquired a knowledge of their language,

you may be allowed to profecute your immediate objefl: among them, by

i.nftru6ljng them in the Chriftian religion—always remembering, that it is

no part of our defign to introduce the ufeful arts among them, but with

the view, and as the means, of obtaining their attention to this great ob-

je£l.—You will alfo make your obfervations as to the falubrlty of the cli-

mate, the produ6ls of the country, the ftate of fociety, and the nature of

the government j and inform us thereof, as well as of what you may

learn of the furrounding nations, and the practicability of introducing

Miflions among them. You will inform us of the accefs which you are

likely to have, as Chriftian Miftionai ics, among the Freemen of this na-

tion, whom we underftand to be Mahometans ; as well as among the

Slaves, who are chiefly, if not entirely. Pagans ; and what opportunity

there is of inftru6ling the children of both, by eftablifliing fchools among;

?hem.

If
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If, on your arrival at Sierra Leone, and in confeqiiencc of yourcoai-

B>unlcati(ms w'\^h Mr, Macaulay, it fhould appear ineligible to proceed to

the Foulah Country, on account of its internal commotions, which may

not yet have fubfided"; or on account oF the tenacity by which the inha-

bitar.is adhere to their V^ahometan principles,— and which might render

it impracticable to exercife your funftions as MilTionarics of the Chriftian

Faith,—-you will, in that event, pay every attention and refpeft to the in-

formation which you will receive from that judicious advifer, and direct

your labours to fome other part, either in a body for the purpofe of co-

operation, or in detaclied parties for the more extenfive propagation of the

light of life ; recollefting, that to follow the greateit probabilities of ufe-

fulnefs is the effentiai maxln\ by which yonr conduft is to be governed.

On this fubieft we are indebted for fome valuable information derived

from the friend fo frequently referred to, and wiiich we now proceed to

derail.

Mr. Macauley fuggefts, that two Miflionaries might be advantageoiifly

placed at each of the following ftations :

1. ** In the Rio Pongas, under the wing of the Company's Fadlory.

*^* Here they would learn the Sufoo language, which is fpoken almoft

«< univerfally through the extent of coaft which reaches from the Rio

«* Nunez to the river Scarcies, and back, even to the borders of the

" Foulah Country. This of itfelf is an extenfive field of ufefulnefs ;

** and it is enlarged by this circumltance, that almoll all the trading

«< Foulahs talk Sufoo.

a. ** On the Bullam Shore—here they would learn the Bullam language,

** which is i'poken on the north fide of our river, and in all the region

" to the fouthward, quite down to within a few miles of the River

" Kittim, including the Ifland of Banana's, the Caramanca's, and

«* the various branches of the Sherbro', and extending oh an average

'* near loo miles inland.

5. *' At Free Town—here they would acquire the Timmany language,

'* which is fpol;en in the River Scarcies, on the fouth and eaft fide of

* this river, in the Qurah, Rokelle and Port Logo and Krango,

*« which altogether extend about three days Journey beyond the mouth

•* of the Rokelle—fay 60 miles.

A. ** In



TO THE .MISSIONARIES. 4.I

4. »' In the River Gallienas—here the Foy language is fpoken, it and

" pervades, if I am rightly informed, a region of about fifty miles

*' along the fea coaft, and extending between two and three hundred

** miles into the country.

5. " At Cape Mefurado—the language fpoks,n here, I don't reco"ilc6l the

the name of, but have been told it pervades a ft ill larger extent of

country than the Foy.

Mr. Macaulay adds, " The above places are aJl within the fphere of our

" immediate influence, numerous advantages are likely to arife from fuch

" apian, the acquilition of the language, a growing knowledge of the

*' interior, in addition to the certain good to be done by the inftru£lion

«' of the young, and the poflible benefit that may accrue to the old.'*

We have thought it incumbent on us, brethren, to bring before you

this view of the important Miffion, which is committed to your hands. Our

more immediate attention is fixed on the Foulah Country ; but we are not

poflefled of information fufficiently accurate and comprehenfive to warrant

us in limiting your operations to anyfpecific ftation; like Abraham, you

have no diftinit knowledge in what country ygu may fojourn, we truft

that the God of that patriarch will himfelf be your conduftor. You will

feek for the intimations of his will in the fpirit of prayer and fupplica-

tion, and follow the deciilons of an enlightened underftanding.

If it appears fo be your duty, agreeably to our prefent intentions, to pitch

your tents together, and as a little community of Chriftians to a£l upon

the principle of co-operation, you will, we truft, exemplify the advantage

of employing a variety of talents, and of labours, in promoting one great

and important objeiSl. You wiil find among yourfelves fome qualified,

for the more expeditious attainment of languages, and better fitted for the

communication of moral inftruftion. Others will be more capable of

importing the knowledge of the ufeful arts, and contributing by their fkill,

or their labours to conciliate the regard of the natives, and promote the

maintenance and fupport of the Miflion. As among the firft believers

there were diveifities of gifts, but the fame Spirit, fo let each one of you

occupy his particular talent with diligence and fidelity, for the good of the

great caufe. Let the ufeful mechanic and agriculiurift be cheered with

the rtfle6\ion, that by furnifhing the means of fubfillence to thofe who are

engaged in proclaiming the Gofpcl, his labours have an influence on the

copverUgn of finners. Thus among brethren there will be the fplnt of

G love
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love and of concord ; none will efteem another inferior to himfelf, and la

the giadations of excellence, he who partakes moft of the humility and

lowlinefs of his-mafter, whether lie labours in the Miniftry or at the plough,

will defcrve and fccure the pre-eminence.

If on the other hand it flioukl appear that the intcrefts of Chriftianity

requite your ft-p^ration, we hope you will be inftrumental in the more ex-

teiifive difF'ifion of the word of life
j
you will be imprefled with the con-

fideration, that you are refpe£lively guarantees for the honour of Chrift,

and individually rcfponfible to him for the injury which his caufe may fuf-

tain by your negligence or impr\idence. Suffer this word pf exhortation,

brethren, becaufe on the fpot where you may be called to labour, a wound

has been infli6^ed on the caufe of our Redeemer, by thofe into whofe hands

it» interefls have been committed.

We truft that you will be always imprefftd with the rccolleflion, that

the important objeft to which all your time, your talents, and your la-

bours are to refer, is the promotion of the kingdom of Chrift among the

Heathen, and let nothing feduce your minds from this great purfuit. We
feel it to be our duty efpecially to caution you againft any interference in

the civil or religious concerns of the Colony during your refidence there ;

if theie be difcontented individuals among them, if there be party dlvi-

fions, you will not on any account take any perfonal intereft in thefe

matters, as they are entirely foreign from your duty j it is requlfite that

you manifert the utmoft deference to thofe worthy individuals in whofe

hands arc placed the dlre6\ion of the affairs of the community, and whofe

regard and afTiftance it will be your higheft prudence to conciliate.

Upon the whole, whether you may be called to labour in an united

body, or at a diHance from each other, we defire you will never forget

that the object of the Direfiors is by your maans to lay the foundation of

ftjture MlfTions, that your immediate labours are of a preparatory nature,

that our ultimate plan, if we are encouraged to execute it, is to ftnd a

number of individuals qualified to conncft fplritual inflru^ion vv-ith the

knowledge of the ufcful arts j to fend families for the purpofe of attend-

ing to the improvement of the females among the natives, without which

every plan of MlfTions to uncivilized countries mul^ be incomplete j to

aim as much as poflible at the converfion of thofe who are at matuit age

;

but more efpecially to lay the foundation of future ufefulnefs by the trec-

ttoii of Schools for the inflruflion of children of both fexes, thus produc-

ipj;
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r.ig the rudiments of MifTionary aftivitles, which In the next generation

may be attended with the moft extenfive and beneficial efrcfts.

With refpeft to the means of your fupport during the execution' of

thefc important duties, the Societies liave not failed to attend to that cir-

cumftance, and have lodged a credit in favour of each individual to the

amount of 6ol. which will be paid gradually, as it is required, by Mr.
Macaulay at Free-Town.

The Direflors will feel it to be their duty to aJminifter what pecuniary

adlftance is requifite for the comfortable fubfiftance of the Mifiionaries

from whom a frugal ufe of this afllftance is expelled j and alfo, that they

will endeavour as foon as it is in their power, by the exercife of their re-

fpefllve talents, to enable the Miflion to fupport itsown expences. Thus
the funds of the Society may be applied to other obje61s, and the blefTings

<»f the Gofpel be more exttnfively communicated.

We defire that you may addrefs your difpatches, conta'ning the journal

of your occurrences, and your public letter to Jofeph Hardcaftle, Efq.

London, by whom they will be comm.un'cated to the Direftors of the three

Societies : they muft be forwarded through the medium of the Governor

of Sierra Leone.

And now brethren we commit you to God and to, the word of his

grace. You will be the fuhje6l of the dally prayers of the Chriliian world.

We truft the hearts of the faithful will be cheered by your encouraging

communications. We hope that the wildernefs and the Iblitary places in

which ye labour ft)all be made glad by your means, and the defcrts of

Africa rejoice and blo/fom as the rofe. .

May your fuccefsful labours in the caufe of our Redeemer furnifh the

fubjeflof a fong of thankCgiving in the tabeiTiacles of the righteous, and

among thofe miniflering fpiiits alfo, who are the guardians of your

fafety, the fpeftators of your proceedings, and the partnkers of your joy.

FAREWEL



A FAREWEL LETTER

FROM THE

DIRECTORS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY

TO THE

SIX MISSIONARIES
WHO ARE ABOUT TO DEPART FOR

THE FOULAH COUNTRY, AFRICA,

CSober 9, 1797.
BELOVED BRETHREN,

'VXT'E trufl that in confcquence of a divine Influence upon your minds, in

anfvver to your many prayers, and as the reiult of much felf-exsmina-

tion, you have been inclined to devote yourfelves to the lervic* of our

adorable Redeemer, and efpecialiy to the honourable office of proclaiming

his unfearchable riches among the Gentiles. It will be our continual

prayer to the F'ather of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who dwells in Zion, that

this aft of fokmn confecration may be acceptable to him, as a living

facrifice, and produftive of continual peace in your own hearts, as well as

extenfive advantage to others in the enlargement of our Saviour's dominion

among the Heathen.

Brethren, yours Is a high and honourable calling—You are " the mef-

" fengers of the chuches, and we tr>ill the glory of Chrift." By the

grace and providence of the Moft High, you are brought forward to a

confpicuous fituation. You arc placed before niaiiy affeftionatc Chriltian

eyes ; and in you a multitude of prayers and fervent wiJhes are concen-

trated.

You are a pledge of the cordial union of three extenfive, and diftinft,

but harmonious, MilTionary Societies. The Direflors and other Members

of the Society in London, now collefted on this lacred fpot, embrace the

opportunity of this folcmn parting feafon, when all hearts are deeply en-

gaged and melted before the Lord, to endeavour Hdl farther to imprels

yo;k
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you, In reference to the arduous work now in your near profpefl, and to

difclofe their anxious cares towards you and your prefent undertaking.

They confider your honourable and perilous fltuatlon vylth a variety of

mingled feelings of complacency, pleafure, hope, concern, fear and

trembling : and they folemnly intreat you deeply to revolve in your hearts

the dignity, the importance, and difficulty of your work and chara6ler;,

that through grace you may feel and a6l in a manner worthy of this high

vocation wherewith you are honoured.

Dear brethren, you are the meffengers of the churches in this ifland.

A land of darknefs and of the fhadow of death is before you ; a habita-

tion of devils, where, from time immemorial, Satan hath held captive mifer-

able fouls. To that land you are called to convey the reviving fweet

(vlour of Chriftian zeal and love from a thoufand aiTemblies, from ten thou-

fand families, from innumerable clofets of the righteous. You go forth

to fee with your eyes thofe fcenes of fuperftltion and iniquity, and to mark

thofe fymptoms of a perifhing ftate among that people, which, realized by

imagination, move the companion and zeal of ChriiHans at home. And

the Chriitlans of Britain require you in their name to look with compaffion

on the poor Foulah Africans lying in their blood, to weep over their defo^

lation«^, to travail in birth on their behalf, and to perfuade them to look

to Jefus tr,e ever-bleflTed Redeemtr, that they may be faved. Oh for the

defcent of the Spirit of wifdom, power, and love, from the glorious Head

in heaven, for fuch high and gracious ends !

Among thefe blind Africans you are as God's inftruments to begin a

great work. You are to counteraft and to reverfe their prejudices refpefl-

ing Chriftianity. By a perfevering courfe of benevolence, condefcenfion,

piety and patience, you are gradually to gain the refpeft and confidence

of tlie Heathen. You are to convince them that real Chriftians are a race

of beings extremely diverfe from thofe troublers of mankind, who, dif-

honourably wearing the name of Chrift, have exceeded the vilenefs of the

Heathen. You are by degree? to lap the foundations of delufion, to infi-

nuate terror into the confcience, and to ralfc the foul to the knowledge of

the fublime myftery of grace. You are ultimately, if fuccefs is granted,

10 become the fpiritual fathers of thefe heathen tribes, and to open among

them the fources of blcffing to a thoufand generations. The work is high

and glorious. The attempt is generous, and worthy of pralfe. Beware,

however, of indulging proud ideas. Be not high-minded, but fear. Re-

member



i|.6 FAREWEL LETTER

member with humility, that in this very attempt Tome have already fliamc-

fully fallen.

Dear brethren, we hopeyou have the fentence of death in yourfelves as

to every lelf-cxalting imagination, an.! that inftead of loftinefs of thought,

you are overwhehiied with the feeling of inrufRci?ncy and unworthinefs,

faying from the heart, *' Who is fufficienr for thefe things ?'' But yield

not to defpondency. You go in the name of Him vrho hath faid, ** Counfel

** Is m.ine and found wifdom, I am underdiandlng, I have ftrength ;"in th«

name of Km, on whom thut SpirJL jefts, who is "the Spirit of wifdom

** and imderft:inding, the Spirit of cov.nfel and of might, the Spirit of

•' knowledge and of the fear of the Lord." Putting yourfelves into the

grncious hands of Chrlft as litilc children, you will learn to conJefcend to

ciiiuiiu'i uncierftandings, to bear with f owardntfs and prejudice, and to

continue your tndcavours whenjen.'e and reafon pronounce that there is no

hope. And in V ays, which no philoibphy of the natural man can trace,

he wiii give you accefs to the untutoied heart, and you fliall accompUdi a

change, the envy of devils, the v.ondcrof the world.

But we are fiiled, dearly beloved friends, with concern, when we think

what ferioits dnng.'s and fuiferings may overtake you, in afiailing the

long eft?ihli!hed empire of darkrefs among the Heathen. Alas ! you may

perhaps, fooner or later, ** be fore broken in the place of dragons, and

** covered with the fiiadovv of death !" He who was a murderer from the

beginning, may rouCe his inftrymenis, and mAy compafs you about with

all the terrors of the world. The facjifice of life may be demanded in

this caufe. But thougii fome of us fcarcely could venture to walk with

you on thofe high places of the field, furely our hearts and our fupplica-

tions will attend you. While you are in perils among the Heathen, we

will not be at eafe at home j we will tremble with you, we will faint, wc

will die with you. By the fympathetic fupplication of faith, we will draw

down to your aid that cverlafting power by which you ftiall do valiantly,

and fliall tread, undifmayed, upon the adder, the dragon, and the young

lion. " In the mount of Jehovah it fhall be feen." The God on whom
we call, and in whcfe name we fend you, will in the hour of danger riii

up with awful majclly and love, difcomfiting the powers of darknefs, baf-

fling the arm of flcfli, and making your paiTage through waters and fires

joyful and triumphant. In tbcmean while we recommend to your imita-

tion the fpirit and language of the man after God's own heart, once a ftrip-

ling, afterwards a veteran, in the ways of the Lord : let your hearts echo

to the words of that fwcet finger of Ifrael—.« I will love thee, O Lord,

** my
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' " my ftrengtli. The Lord is my rock, and my fortrefs, and my deliverer :

," my God, my ftrengtb, in whom I will truft ; my buckler, and the

' horn of my lalvation, and my high tower. I will call upon the Lor<J,

" who is wortliy to be prL.ilcd ; fo ftiall I be faved from mine enemies.

*' The forrows of deat'n compaflTed me, and the floods of ungodly men
*< made me afr.tid. - Ti\c forrows of htll compafied me about : the fiisres

" of death prevented me. In my diftrefs I called upon the Lord, and
" cried unto my God : he heard my voice out of his temple, and m cry

*« came before him, even into his ears. Then the earth fhook and trem-

<' bled."—

Leffer inconveniences and trials will be eafdy furmounted by the lov^of

Chrift. Conft rained by its power, you will fcarcely feel the fun fmite you

by day, or the moon by night. Sweetened with it the coarfe fare of Africa

will be luxury. Your tedious labours among your fwarthy flocks will be

like thofe of the patriarch, to whom " feven years feemed but a few days,

*' though in the day the drought confumed him, and the froft by night,

** and fleep departed from his eyes."" He felt the power of an Inferior af-

fection, but you are permitted to fay to the all-glorious Saviour, '* Set

*' me as a feal upon thine heart, as a feal upon thine arm ; for love i»

" ftrong as death ; many waters cannot quench love, neither can the

** floods drown it."

Dear brethren, what (liall we more fay ? Shall we warn you agalnft the

iufts of the fledi ? Yes, we will warn you : for thereby many have been

calt down and wounded, and many ftrong men have been flain. Satan

will watch for opportunities to blow up the latent embers of this fire.

But we befeecti you, watch and pray. How fhocking the fpedacle, It

while the congregation of the Lord Is, at home, weeping over the loft

Heathen, any of you (lionld be holding pernicious dalliance with tliem I

Rather cry for that facred fire of fevere purity, which fparkled in Phlneas

the typical priefl-, whofe javelin transfixed the criminals of this abhorred

clafs j that lire of awful purity which burned in full majeftic ftrength in

the Holy One of God. Let the Heathen know, that the vile enchant-

ments of luft have no power over them who have felt the dying love of

Jrfus.

Your enibafiy is an embnffy of love. You are '* the glory of Cluift."

You arc fcnt to the Heathen to make known his f)irpafl]ng love. You

muft bear and dlfplay Its Impreflion, in your tender, overpowering affec-

tion towards each other. Hereby lliall all men know that you ure the dif-

cii->les
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ciples of th'e glorious Lover of Souls. This is his commandment,

pointed peculiarly towards aflbciated MifTionaries, that you love one ano-

ther.

Once more, fhould heavenly power attend your endeavours, ftlll walk

humbly with your God. Referve to him the entire glory of his work.

And remember alfo the claims which your partnt churches have upon you.

Violate not the inftltuted order of things in the vifible kingdom of Chrilt^

tmlefs where ftrong necefllty clearly warrants and compels you.

And now, beloved friends, whofe faces we may, perhaps, never again

behold, we furrender you into the everlafting arms of our God ; faying,

with our utmoft ftrcngth of faith and affe6lion to each one of you, <* The
<* Lord blefs thee, and keep thee : The Lord make his face to ftiine upon

•* thee, and be gracious unto thee : The Lord lift up his countenance

« upon thee, and give thee peace ; The Lord Jefus Chriil be with thy

*^ fpirit."

But how feeble is our benedi6lion f Hear from on high that voice which

Is as the found of many waters ; that fear -dil'pel ling, joy-creating voice,

faying, " Go, in this thy might. Certainly I will be with thee. Fear

« not : I am the firft and the laftr. Fear none of thofe things which thou

*< fnalt fuffer* He that overcometh Ihall not be hurt of the fecond death.

<* He that overcometh ftiall inherit all things. All power is given tome

" in heaven and on earth : and, lo, I am with you always."

To the teftimony of love and grace for Jefus Chriil, " who is the

<« faithful witnefs, and the firft begotten of the dead, and the prince of

« the kings of the earth,'' let all the people fay Amen !

JOHN LOVE, Secretary.

HMS.
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INTRODUCTION.

THE annual return of the Miiiionary AfTo-

ciation colleded together an immenfe multi-

tude of Minifters and people of all denominations.

The pleafing intelligence, juft received from the

Miflionaries fent out the lafl autumn, feemed fo

aufpicious a commencement as gladdened every

heart, and encouraged the hopes of final fuccefs

in the great objed of our views.

As the fteps of our procedure have been mi-
nutely recorded in the Evangelical Magazine,
publifhed June i, it would be fuperfiuous to re-

peat them. It will be fufficient to obfcrve, that

after two previous meetings, on Monday and
Tuefday, to adjuft all matters neceffary to be
brought before the General Body, the public fer-

vice commenced on Wednefday morning, at Mr.
Hill's chapel, May lo, with a difcourfe by the

Rev. W. Moorhoufe, of Huddersfield ; the fub-

llance of which will appear, as the firft, in the

following courfe of Sermons. The audience vafl,

and the attention folcmn.

The interval between the fervice was employed
in preparing for the change and choice of Direc-

tors the following day.

At llx in the evening the worOiip was renewed,
at the Tabernacle Moorfields, when the Rev. A.
Waugh, of London, delivered the difcourfe the

fecond in the following feries, to an immenfe mul-
A 2 tit;ude.



IV INTRODUCTION.

titude, which greatly overflowed that vafl place of
worfliip.

The next morning the body of the Society af-

fembled at ihe Caftleand Falcon to renew the Di-
rectory ; and to decide, by lot, which of the pre-

fent Diredors fhould go out, and be ineligible

for the prefent year. A Committee was then

formed of the former Direftors, and ten Mem-
bers of the Society, to renew the body of Direc-

tors, and to fill up the vacancies ariling from the

lofs of the valuable and adtive friends excluded

for the prefent year. Some difference of opinion

refpedling the lot, and the propriety of rendering

iifeful and active members ineligible, made none
in the fpirit of union, and zeal, with which every

member, v»^hether in the diredion or out of it,

profefTed to be adlnated.

The Treafurer, though excluded as a Diredor
by lot, was requefted to abide in his ofHce. His
unw^earied and generous fervices being fuch, as

could not but intereft every member of the So-

ciety for bis continuing to fill that important fta-

tion, as Diredor and Treafurer.

The Secretaries were re eleded, with thanks for

their faithful difcharge of their fundions.

Various motions of th^-^nks followed to the in-

furers of the (liip for 300CI. at merely one penny
per cent, and to the generous bodies, and indivi-

duals, who fo greatly contributed, by innumera-

ble articles, to the equipment of the (hip and the

Miffionaries.

The determination of two of our Diredors to

embark on a mifTion to the Hindoos, afforded us

peculiar fatisfiidion.

The evening beheld the immenfe building of

Toitcnhp.m Court crowded from door to door,

when the Rev. Ifaac Nicholfon, Tutor to the Col-

lege efhabliilied at CheHmnt, fince the death of

the truly noble Countcfs of Huntingdon^ deli-

vered
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vered the difcourfe the third in the following

ieries.

It remained only to clofe the folemn fcene of

public labours the following day, which was ac-

complilhed in a manner molt highly (luisfadory to

every one of the body, as well as the immcnfe
multitude which attended, at St. Saviour's, South-

wark. Which vail and magnificent church, by

the .obliging friendlinefs of its Chaplain, Mr. Gii-

fon, and the church-wardens, was offered to the

Society; and Mr, Winkvvonh, the other Chap-
lain, read the fervice. The fennon was delivered

by the Rev. Mr. Melville Home, Vicar of OIney,

once Chaplain at Sierra Leone, and the zealous

friend of the Inftitution ; to which his Letters on

Miffions contributed greatly, by animating thofe

whofe hearts were before awake to the important

fubjed:, and provoking the zeal of many others.

This difcourfe will be found the laft of the vo-

lume ; and, we truft, the impreffion left from the.

whole will be deep and lalting.

Such an affemblage of Minifters of all deno-

minations, v/as fcarcc, we believe, ever remem-
bered before. All prejudices, and iiliberal dif-

tindions laid afide, and a demonllration alTorded

that all good men may hold the unity of the Spiric

in the bond of peace, and zealouily unite in the

great and glorious obiecl of communicating the

Gofpel to their perifhing fellow-fmners, whilft

each referves the right of private judgment, re-

fpecting the preferable modes of worfnip, or ec-

clefiaftical- discipline . Surely no real Chriftian in

England, Scotland, or of any foreign church,

could have been prefent, v/ithout feeling a reviving

glow of animating zeal, an r.nipeakable delight to

fee the unhoped for union of men of all denomi-

nations, and the pleafing expcclation that the time

is approaching, when we (liallall be lefs warded by

educational prejudices— efcape from ihe lepulfion

of



VI INTRODUCTION.

of bigotry—feel that Chrift and his kingdom is

not divided—that one great objed ought to fwal-

low up all lefler differences, and one uniform pur-

pofe to fill every bofom—to know nothing elfe at

home or abroad but Jefus Chrill, and him cru-

cified. Among the' other happy effe(fls of our

MifTionary Meeting, nothing can tend more pow-

erfully to cultivate this fpirit of love, and of a

found mind, than the nearer approach of men of

different perfualions in one body, for a purpofe lb

noble as a Heathen Miflion ; and the happy con-

fequences which have been alieady experienced,

encourage our confidence that our Chriftian love

will be enlarged, our fpirits drawn into nearer

union in the one head Chrift, and our concentrated

efforts become more powerful to fpread the glad

tidings of his falvation to all kindreds, and

tongues, and nations, and languages.

Fridav evening, the vi^icle body of the Mif-

fionary Society aifembled once more, to clofe

their labours by the nomination of new Dire(5lors

in town and country, and to make a confiderable

increafe of both ; in order to promote the intereft

of the Society, and to facilitate the work, by a

more enlarged number.

The following were unanimoully eledled

DIRECTORS FOR THE PRESENT YEAK.

Alliott, Rev. Nottingham Burder, Rev. Covenbry

Atkinrcn, Rev. Ipf.vicli Campbel, Rev. Stirling

Audley, Rev. linpington Campbell, Rev. Ncwcaltle

Bailey, Rev. Ciavering Charles, Rtv. Bala

Byyne, Rev. CTrtenock Charrier, Rev. Lancafter

Bell, Rev. Wooller tlovvie, Mr. London

Blackhdil, Rev. Berwick Cox, Mr. London

Bogue, Rev. Gofpr^vt Davidlbn, Rtv. Kipping

Bottomlcy. Rtv. Scarborough Douglas, Rev. Reading

BiewcT, Rtv. Biiruir.gham Duncanfon, Rev. Audry

lirooUlbank, Rtv. London Durant, Mr. London

Dyr
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Dyer, Mr. JLondon

Eafton, Rev. Ditto

Emerfon, Mr. Ditto

Eyre, Rev. Hackney

Fcnii, Mr. London

Fleming, Rev. Kirkaldie

Foyfter, Mr. London

Gill, Rev. Harboroiigh

Gillies, Rev. Paifley

Gouger, Mr. London

Greatheed, Rev. Newport Pagnel

Haldane, Mr. Alrtlirey

Hamilton, Rev. London

Hardcaftle, Mr. Ditto

Haweis, Rev. Dr. Ditto

Hawks, Mr. Ditto

Henderfon, Rev. Hawick

Hey, Rev. Briftol

Hill, Rev. London

Hodgfon, Mr. Ditto

Home, Rev. Olney

Humphreys, |lev. London

Jackfon, Rev. Warminfter

JefFerfon, Rev. Bafingftoke

Jones, Rev. Llangan

KJngfbury, Rev. Southamptoa

Knight, Rev. Jumes, London
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The fpiiit of love and union which animated

the whole, was manifell throughout all our dif-

culfions. Diverfity of opinion rtOptiSimg particu-

lar points of procedure, made none in the general

objeifl : and this hifl day brought on a difcudion

{o interefting and folenin, refpecling the Mini

-

iters themfelves, at lead fuch as could be fnppofed

qualified for the work, and without fuch impe-

diment as prevented their undertaking the lervice

of the Million perfonally, as produced deep and

unufual fenfations in every heart. It was protracted

to fo late an hour, as induced all prefent to wifh it

jiiighr have a further difcufiion on Monday. When
the^^fubjed: being refumed, an adn^irable paj.crwas

read by one of the Directors, leading to a feries

of refolutions ; which, after foiemn inveftigation,

were unanimouily adopted.

The Addrefs to the Chair, and tlie Refolutions

are inferted, as they will fpeak for themfelves ;

and may their happy effeds be felt by the heathen

world, and to the remoteft ages !

<' Sir,

**' THE uncommon folemnity which attended the

laft meeting of the Society, and which was peculiarly

felt during the confideration of the queflion concerning

the means of providing Mifllonarie-, will, I am per-

fuadcd, long dwell in the rccolledion of thofe who
were prefent, and occafion the frequent revival of thofe

facrcd impreffions which v/ere then univerfally experi-

enced. The awful fcnfation prodiiccd by the convid^ion

that God was in the midll: of us difpcnfmg his facred in-

fluences, and exciting fcis fcrvrints to the molt explicit

confecration of themfelves, to promote the glory of his

Name in the converfion of the Heathen, has, perhaps,

feldom been exceeded fince the firft difciplcs alllmbled

on a fnnilnr occafion, a*^ter the afcenfion of their

victorious Redeemer, and confulted together on thofe

fubjedls which relate to the enlargement of his fpiri-

tuai dominion over the Gentile world.

« It
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<« It will doiibtlefs be the prayer of every Chriftian,

that this facred flame kindled in Heaven fliould never

be exringuilhed, but cheriihed Vv^ith the zeal of conftant

devotion; and regulated by that divine Wifdom which
may perpetuate and increafc its ardour, and fpread its

influence to tlie moft diftant climates and the remoteft

periods. The re-confideration of this fubje6l appointed

t" take place this evening, impreiTed my mind v;^ith tha

convidion, that it became the duty of every individual

prefent to employ as much of the interval as he could

command from other duties, to revolve it in his m )fl:

retired and ferious thoughts, in the hope that a vv^ife and
difcreet conclufion might refult from fo general an at-

tention to the fame quedion ;— it is this convi£lion that

has impelled me to throw my infignificant mite into

your Treafury, and to accompany i with my feeble but

fervent prayer, that the influence of this evening's deli-

beration may furnifh matter for gratitude and praife, not

only to ourfelves, but to thofe who are now feated among
the (hades of death ; not only to this generation, but to

thofe which (hall arife in fuccefl^ve ages till the end
cometh, w^hen the Mediatorial difpenfation (hall termi-

nate, and God be all in all.

** The prominent idea of the laft evening's difcufllon

feemed to be this—that the Miniflers of the Gofpel in

general, and among the reft thofe conne6led with this in-

ftitution, had not yet difcovered that degree of zeal with
refpe£l to the converfion of the Heathen, which their

fituation in the church of Chriit, and the ftate of the

Heathen world, feemed to demand from them ; and that

it is now incumbent on them not to be fatisfied with
calling forth the zeal of others, and efpecially of the

laity to this important fervicc, but to manifeft a readlnefs

themfelves to make every perfonal facrifice, and confe-

crate their lives to the honour of their Saviour in preach-

ing his Gofpel in Heathen countries ; this impreflioii

appeared to be enforced with folemn weight on the mind
of every Minifter prefent, and to excite among them
a ferious enquiry refpeding their individual duty. It

is hoped, that the quefl:ion will be frequently renewed,
extenfively circulated, and ferioufly difculTed, and that

many will follow the convidion ; that it is their duty
—their honour, and their privilege to become Apoftles

to the Gentiles, and to take the wings of the Gofpel

E and
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and fly to the ends of the Earth, pioclaiming the Saha-

tiwH of God.
" The point of importance is, to afccrtain to whom

this lionourablc Icrvice belongs, and the belt means of

exciting their attention to it. Two or three ideas were

fuggefted at our laft meeting, which deferve confidera-

tion. One of our Fathers in Chrifl feeling the love

and the zeal which advancing years cannot quench,

conceived that it might be fuitable that thofe Minifters

who are in the diredion, fliould difcover a rcadinefs

to undertake the labours of a Mifiionary, and that a

portion of them fliould be feparated for this fervice by

fupplicating the interpofition of the Head of the Church

in the folcmn application of the lot. It may not be

inexpedient to conlidcr, whether this propofition may
not be liable to important obje6lions ; it is not necef-

fary here to afccrt^in, whether the ufe of the lot is a

le^^itimate nli&de of decifion in any cafe in which the

exercifc of the underllanding, aided by prayer to God,

is coinpetcnt to determine ; nor is it necelTary to en-

quire whether the Minifters, among the Diredors,

poflefs thofe Mifiionary qualifications which might render

them ufeful—nor whether their own inclination difpofe

them to the fervice ; there is, probably, a coincidence

of all thefe advantageous circumliances meeting in fe-

veral of our Fathers and Brethren in the Miniltry, and

vet it may not be the duty of any one of them to en-

gage therein. The will of God concerning us, is the

snly and univerfal law which enforces and limits our

duty, and the application of this law is diverfified ac-

cording to the varitnis circumftanccs in which each in-

dividual is placed, and of which, generally fpcaking,

he is the bell judge. It is indeed prohabUy that it may

be the duty of fome of the Miniik-rs to become Mif-

fionaries—but the propofition referred to aifiames it as

a certainty^ that a fixed proportion fhouldbe confecrated

to this fervice, as well as that the lot will determine

the individuals ; on this ground, it appears to be an un-

fuitahlc principle to r fort to on this occafion.

*' Another of our friends intimated, that the nomina-

tion of any individual to the fervices of a Mifiionary by

thofe Minifiers who arc in the diredion, might be con-

fidered as an intimation of the will of God, with which

in his own particular cafe he lliould feel it to be his duty

to
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to comply ; but it is expedient to reflect, whether this is

not an infiifficient and unfate criterion by which this

point is to be decided. It is very probable, their deter-

minations will generally be the di6lates of found wifdom;
but it is alfo certain, they will be liable to thofc oc-

cafional miflakes and errors in judgment, from which
humanity is never entirely exempt, and therefore their

nomination ought not to be confulered as binding on the

confcience of others. Suppofe it was to happen that

the zeal, the devotednefs ot heart, the adive perfeverance,

the courage and firmnefs of this individual, had induced
them to fix upon him, or any other with the like endow-
ments, and in fimilar circumftances, not only ufeful in

the church, but having alfo the fnperintcntlance of a
numerous family ; and admit moreover, that the nomi-
nation coincided wi h his own inclinations, and gratified

his ardent zeal for the honour of his S?i||iour and the

Salvation of the Heathen, yet I prefume his appointment
would neither be confiftent with difcrction on the part of
the Directors or himfelf.

*^ I believe it will feldom occur, that it is the duty of
thofe who have the charge of numerous families, to

engage perfonally as Miflionaries to the Heathen. The
cafe of our valuable brother, who has confecrated his

diftinguifhed powers to this important caufe, is exempt
from the general objedions, and is fandioned not only
by every principle of love to Chrift and zenl for his

caufe, but as it relates to his family, is coiu'iflent with
the fentiment^ of conjugal and parental duty ; in general
cafes if a Minifter was accompanied by his family, it

would abridge his ufefulnefs and limit the fphere of his

a6livity, and would on no account be advifeable, except
his labours were a-nong civilized Heathens, or that he
fucceeded to a Miflion previoufly eftablilh d ; or that the
Miflion itfelf confifted of a confiderable number of in-

dividuals ; if he was to leave his fani ly behind him,
he would abandon the important duty of providing for

their happincfs and adminiilering to their fupport ; he
would negle6c the formation of th9 morals of his own
children, for which nature and Providence has made him
almoft the guarantee ; and although God is a great
fovcreign, and has a right to command the fervices o{ all

his creatures in any vvay which confiils with his Supreme
will, yet in reafoning from analogy, and confidering the
ufual procedures of the divine Wifdom in the govern-

B «i mcnt
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mcnt of the world and the church, we are juftified in the

adoption of this gcr.' ral conclufion, th.t he has not

placed one eifential c'luy in a ilate of variance with

another; and :ha' therefore it is not probable, that thofe

individuals will be called to labour as Milfionaries among
the Heathen, who in order to it m'lt abandon thofe

duties which are bindint^ upon them, by the ckareft and

the ftrongeft ties both of reafon and religion. Much
more might be offered on this part of the fubje6^; but I

jhall only further fuggeft, tint was the Society on flight

grounds to depart from thefe cnllomary maxima, it might

intii6l a wound on it^ repuiaiion, expofe it to reproach,

and furnilh us with painful occalionj> of contrition before

our God.
*' I am of opiiiion moreover that it will not be ex-

pedient in the Directors to UK upon thofe who are very

young, and have not yet made any proof of their Mi-
niftry ; this remark is not ot Uiiiverfal application, and
cafes will prob^ibly arife, in which it may be departed

from with fafety ; as a general rule, I believe however it

will be found, that thofe are likely to prove molt ireful

among the Heathen, who by their previous ufefulnels in

th' church here, have obtained a Divine fandlion, and
warrant to their Miniftry ; it is therefore among thofe

who are neither very young, nor much advanced in age,

that it would probably be expedient to direcl the ex-

hortation to examine thcnifelves with all polTible care

and folemnity, as to their duty in relation to the inftruc-

tion of the Heathen—and the deliberate and folemn

opinion of the Minifters in the direction, addrelfed to

fuch individuals, cannot fail to fix more ftrongly on
their minds the ferious examination before recom-

mended, and induce them to come to fuch a conclufion

as they can retiedf upon hereatter with fatisfa^tion, and

fubmit to His infpeciion v.ho knov/s the thoughts a

far off."

** If any fentence has been written, which has a

tendency to damp tlic Miilionary ardour where it ought

to be excited, 1 hope fuch fentence will be obliterated

from every recollection ; it is the predominant dciire of

my heart, that this facred zeal may every day receive

new vigour, that it may be confccrated ly wifdom and

prudence—that it may fpread throughout the Chriftian

world, and extend its triumphs to every region where
Satan's feat is. Befides the general arguments in its

favour
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favour arifing from the infinite duration and worth of

the foul ; the efficacy of our Saviour's death and inter-

ceflion, and the explicit promifes and predi6lions of

God in relation to this fubjeil—the adual llate of the

Heatlien world, invites the efforts of Chriftians to at-

tempt the introduilion of the light of the Gofpel. The
more we examine this fubjedl, the more the convidion

imprelTes itfelf upon us, that it appears in a ftate of pre-

paration and readinefs for the admilfion of the religion of

Chrift. In Afia and in Africa they yield a patient and
inquifitive attention to the meflage of the Millionaries

—they are not encompalfed with inacceflibic prejudices,

nor (hielded by impenetrable ignorance; they invite in-

ftruclion, and in the latter continent efpecially, the

triumphs of the Crofs have within a Ihort period been

confiderable. In the weflern coaft alfo thereof this

bleffed Crofs is about to be lifted up as an enfign

upon the hills, to which we truft the nations will

flow. The Mahometans who are remote from the

centre of their impofture, hold their errors with a

loofe and indifferent hand ; and, at this moment, even

the throne of the falfe prnphet feems to feel the approach

of its inevitable deftiny, and trembles under the prefages

of dilTolution ; the diftrefs and perplexity of nations, is

a fignal for Chriftians to aroufe themfelves ; the fields

appear white for harveft, and our prayers (liould be

without ceafing, that an abundance of labourers may
be fpeedily thruft forth. That our mofl difcreet and
zealous exertions may, as they always ought, ac.onipany

our fupplications, it is probable the Society will come to

a feries of refoUuions which appear to them beft adapted

to promote this great and important end. The following

have arifen in my mind as fuitable to occupy the confideia-

tion of the Society—others of more importance will I

hope be fuggelled and adopted.

ifl. ** That the Society being aware of the great im-
portance of the queflion refpe6ting the belt means of

procuring Mi.llonaries, invite and requelf the opinion of

the friends of the inflitution thereon, to be tranfmitted

to their Secretary.

2d. *' That from a furvey of the (tate of the

Heathen world, they are of opinion, that it is encourag-

ing for MifTionary exertions ; and that it is peculiarly

the duty of Minifters of the Gcfpel to devote themfelves

to the promotion of the kingdom of Chrill, in whatever

part
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part of the world their fcrviccs may tend to accomplifh

this great obje^.

3d. *' That the Minillers in the diredion, and thofe

prefcnt in the Society, coniider it to be their duty to enter

upon a folemn examination of themfelves, as in the im-

mediate and awful prefence of God; whether it appears

to be his facred will concerning them, that they Ihould

pcrfonally bear his name among the Heathen ; that they

will accompany this examination with prayer for his

direction and influence, that they may be enabled faith-

fully to follow the deliberate convidlion of their hearts.

4th. ** That it is recommended to every Minifter con-

nedled with this inllitution, who is zealous for the honour

of Chrift, and in whofc fituation no infurmouniable ob-

jedlion to Miflionary labour exifts ; to promote the fame

folemn procefs within his own breaft.

5th. ** That the Diredors be defired to revolve in

their moft feriotis thoughts the fituat on, the gifts and

the fpirit of thofe Minifters who are within the circle of

their acquaintance, and where any appears to them, con-

fidering all circumftances, qualified and fuited for the

fervice of Chrifl among the Heathen, to fuggeft the fame

to him, andearneftly recommend the fubjecl to his ferious

and deliberate confideration.

6th. ** That it be recommended to all alTociated

bodies of Evangelical MinifterSy to take the ftate of the

Heathen w^orld into ferious difculTion in all their meet-

ings, and particularly to confider of thofe individually

among them who appear adapted to this important

work."

THE
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THE

REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS,

TO THE

MEMBERS OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

CONVENED AT THE

Third General Meeting, May lotb, 1797.

X'jTT'ITFI mingled fenfations of joy and grati-

Y Y tude, of liope and fear, we meet you,

dear brethren, once more at this return of our

annual folemnities, to report the progrtfs of the

blefled^ work intrufted to our care.

We are arrived at a period of peculiar anxietj^

in which, it may be truly faid, we travail in birth

till Chrifh be formed in the fouls of thofe heathens,

for whofe fervice we have lately fent our firfi:

Miirionaries, and whofe progrefs on their voyage,

more deeply intcrells us for its completion.

Many favourable circumllances have confpired

to induce a hope, that our attempt will not prove

abortive. But too much confidence Ihould not

be placed in appearances. Dark clouds may
overipread th.e brightell fky ; and the threatening

ilorm may as fpcedily be difperfed. We arc

taught by the word of God, and his dealings

with his people, to believe, that even the moll

merciful difpenfations of his providence are fome-

times, for a feafon, awful and myfterious. Nor,
though uncertain in the prefent inftance, how far

it may pleafe God to give fuccefs to our fervices,

can we doubt his acceptance of them, even though

he Ihould try our patience, love, and zeal, by
delavino;
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delaying their accomplifhment, or even by dlf-

appointing us in {ome refpccts, as to the expedtcd

iffiic.

But whatever He decides, we truft, you will

have no reafon to diripprove any part of ojr con-

dud. pA'ery thin^j, that could be done by us, to

accomplifh yonr deilgn, hath been done, dili-

p,ently, chee: fully. Your Miffionaries we have
feleded with the greateft circumfpedion and care.

We have purchaied for them an excellent com-
modious veM'el, commanded by the beft of
captains. We have ftored it with every article

that could contribute to their comfort and heahh
during their voyage. We have amply fupplied

them with fuch things as are likely to conciliate

the favour of the natives, and render their fi"tua-

tion ufeful and happy, in the different iilands where
they may be ftationed. We have given th',:m in-

flrudions how to ad towards the Heathen, and
each other. We faw them embark. We accom-
panied them to Portfm.outh. We aflifled them in

framing their internal regulations. We forfook

them nor, till the Duff, in which they failed, left

our ifland ; and ever fmce we have followed them
with our prayers. But, alas! after all, what have
we done? Paul may plant, and Apollos may
water, biTt God alone can give the increafe.

It is highly leafonable to exped, that God will

beftow that increafe, as his bleflTing and ihe means
are generally conned ed ; efpecially when thofe

means are uied in humble dependence on himfelf,

and with a fingle eye to his glory. Befides, we
have many great and precious promifes to encour-
age our confidence, that all the Heathen, and,

therefore, thofe to whom we have fent, will be
delivered fiom their fpiritual thraldom ; and
though we are not certain that God will effed
their deliverance, by the brethren, gone forth

imder our patronage, yet we have great reafon to

hope
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hope it, fince he has flirred up the fouls of his

people to pray for it, with a fervour and per-

feverance feldom experienced upon any other oc-

cafion. Confidering, however, the active part we
have taken in the choice of men and meafures,

it will not be furprifing, if, till the event be
known, our feelings are, in many refpedls, like

thofe of Mordecai and the believing Jews, while

Efther was entering into the prefence of Aha-
Ihuerus.

In the mean time, it is our duty to detail the

fteps we have purfued, in conformity to your re-

folutions and purpofe-s ; the bleflings which have

hitherto accompanied our exertions ; and the

reafoiis we have to hope that the Mi (nonaries are,

before this time, arrived at one or more of the

places of their deftination.

At our laft annual meeting, you refolved, in

confequence of the Report we then made, that, if

pofTible, thirty perfons, befides women and chil-

dren, fhoLild be fent to the illands of the South

Sea, in a (hip of our own, navigated by Captain

Wilfon, and a fele6t crew of pious mariners.

In order to the accompUfhment of your views,

our firft objeft was to obtain a fufficient number
of wife and godly perfons, for the work of the

Mifhon, in whofe fidelity to our Lord, we could

confide, and of whofe Miflionary call, we had,

after the moft diligent examination, fatisfadlory

evidence ; and our next objed was to procure a

proper vefTel to condud them to the fcene of ope-

ration.

At that time, as you may probably recoiled,

fifteen Miflionaries only had been accepted. But

the number of perfons who otfeied themfelves,

happily encreafing, we were able to compleat the

Minion, before the proper fcafon for failing ex-

pired, upon the extended fcale you then adopted.

And on the 28th of July laft, they were foiemnly

C fee
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fet apart, for the important work, at Zion Chapel,

amidft feveral thoufands of praying people.

Not lefs than ten Miniflers, belonging to our

Society, engaged in this pleafing and extraordinary

fervice. Three prayed ; one preached ; another

delivered a charge to the Miflionaries ; and five

more of our brethren, feleded from the various

denominations of profeffing Chriftians, of which

it is the peculiar glory of our Society to confift ;

an Epifcopalian, a Preibyterian, aSeceder, an In-

dependant, and a Methodift, united in the fo-

lemn defignation of the MifTionaries to their

work, addrefling them fcverally in thefe words,
*^ Go, our beloved Brother, and live agreeably

" to this holy word ; (putting a bible into his

** hand) and publiOi the Golpel of our Lord
** Jefus Chrid, to the Heathen_, according to

^' your calling, gifts, and abilities, in the name
** of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
" Ghoft.'' To which each Miffionary replied,

*^ 1 will, God being my helper."

Never can we reflecl on the fingular folemnity

of this impreflive fcene, the love and union fo

prevalent in every bofom, the fervent prayers of-

fered up by the immenfe congregation, and the

divine benedi(^iion that accompanied the difcourfes

of the preachers, without feeling the moft lively

emotions of dehght and thankful nefs. It was,

indeed, a fcene much to be remembered by ns,

and all who rejoice in the profpcrity of Zion, to

fee thofe, whofe hearts were already united to the

Lord Jefus Chrift, unitmg their beft exertions in

promoting his glorious caufe, fome of them for-

ikking all that is dear to nature, and freely de-

voting their lives, to fpread the Gofpel of his

grace to the remoteft corners of the earth. But
we forbear to enlarge; nor is it neceflary that we
fliouid, as the Difcourfes are printed for tl^i; benefit

of
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of the Society, with the names of the Miflionaries,

and all the particulars of the fervice, prefixed.

While the Committee of Examination were

thus diligently employed in procuring proper

Miflionaries, the Mercantile Diredlors were no
lefs a6tive in their endeavours to purchafe a fuit-

able Ihip. Several effays were made with this

view, and fome were near accomplilhment : but

hinderances, which it would be tedious to detail,

and difappointment, which, at the time, we re*

gretted, delayed the execution of our purpofe,

till the Duff was offeree? for our fervice.

At firft we hefitated ; the price demanded for

her, being no lefs than five thoufand pounds.

But, when we confidered how fall the feafon was

advancing ; how dangerous it would be to fail at

an improper time, and without convoy ; how dif-

ficult it was to meet with an offer of a (liip, in

all refpeds, fit for our purpofe; and how rapidly

the price of fliips was rifmg, by reafon of the

great number of tranfporcs engaged continually

by Government ; and when we took into the ac-

count the fuperior excellence of the Duff, the

ample accommodations it afforded, and the pro-

bability that the voyage, in fuch a (hip, would be

more fafe and fpeedy, we immediately, at the

ilrong recommendation of the profeilional men
who had been confulted,. ordered the bargain tg

be clofed.

As it has been always our aim to execute the

Miffion upon a large fcale, comprehending the

mod extenlive profpefts of ufefulnefs, fo have we

carefully endeavoured to adminifter the funds of

the Society, in a manner the mod oeconomical.

With this view we apprehended it was our diity

to endeavour to lighten the great expence in-

curred in die purchafe of the veffel, and the

greater expenditure that mufl neceffarily be in-

curred in the ftores and equipment, yet without

C 2 the
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the leaft infringement on the facred fcrvice to be

performed. It appeared to us that after the Mif-

fionaries had received every needful attention and

attendance, the voyage might be terminated pro-

fitably to the Society, and without any confider-

able deviation from the ufual trad, by procuring

a freight from the Eaft India Company homeward
from China or Bengal.

Proper application was inftantly made ; and we
have to acknowledge the politenefs of the India

Diredors in confidering and granting our peti-

tion. Though our (hip is of a fize very much in-

ferior to thole commonly employed in their fer-

vice, they were pleafed to give us a charter party,

with a freight of 300 tons, at the war price of 16L

per ton, and with the ufual allowance of half for

as many tons above 300 as flie fhould be able to

bring. Our obligations are to be at Canton by

the 1 8th of January I798; but left the benefit of

the MifTion fhould make a longer detention at the

iflands necellary, they were pleafed to extend the

charter party to the November following. In

order to take every precaution that prudence could

didlate to fecure a certain return of part of the ex-

pence of the veffel and outfit, in cafe of her being

captured by the enemy, or loft by any providen-

tial (Iroke, it was thought proper to infure upon

her the fum of 6000I. This could not have been

done for lefs than 600 guineas, as the loweft

terms of infurance were then 10 guineas per cent.

But here the fame zeal and liberal itv of many of

our brethren appeared, as had been fo eminently

confpicuousin all their other procedures. An in-

furance, to the amount of joool., was made at a

penny per cent., a merely nommal lum to make
the obligation of the bond valid.

How munificently the liberality of many indi-

viduals contributed towards oui (lores and equip-

ment we would detail to you with plealure, if we
were
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were not afraid of offending their inodefty, and
unwilling, where the number of gifts were fo

many, to omit the lead more than the greateft.

It will, therefore, we tnift, be lufficient to fay,

that no fooner was our lift of wants circulated,

than prefents of this kind, to the amount of fome

thoufands of pounds, were made; fome by pub-
lic bodies, as the Apothecaries' Company and the

Humane* Society, and others by individuals,

among whom were found perions who gave arti-

cles to tbe amount of an hundred and even two
hundred pounds.

It is impoffible to pafs by the kindnefs we have

received from all perfons in office with whom we
have had to do. A difficulty refpeding our re-

giftering the (hip having arifen, as (he belonged

to no individual, and at the fame time to no char-

tered body, the Board of Trade, and the Board of

Cuftoms, in the moft friendly manner met our

application, and facilitated our clearances. And,
what perhaps never happened before in the world,

not an individual perfon would take a fmgle (liilling

for any fees of office; fo highly did they approve

the benevolence of our delign : nor did they fuffer

us to experience a moment's delay, but difpatched

our budnefs with the greateft cheerfulnefs and
celerity.

The Lords of the Admiralty granted us alfo pro-

tedlions for our feamen in the moft obliging; man-
ner, and one of them, who happened to come on
fliore, having been prellcd and lent on board a ten-

der, was immediately liberated on our application.

Our (hip being ftored and equipped, her clear-

ances obtained, and the Miffionaries fet apart, di-

re(5tions were given them to embark early on the

loth of Auguft, in order to join, if poffible, the

convoy at Portfmouth, and fail with the fleet

bound to the Eaft Indies.

Befides the larger inftrudions furnilhed to the

MifTion-
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Miflionarles, and which may be confulted by the

Society, as they are printed at the end of the Dif-

courfes delivered at the public deHgnation ; we
took an afredion:itc farewel of them, in the name
of the Society, the evening preceding the em-
barkation, addrefiing them in a fraternal charge,

which we ordered to be printed in the Evangeli-

cal Magazine—the publication you adopted from
the commencement of our Inflitution, as the

ftanding medium of our communication with the

Society,

Nor did we fuftcr the evening: to clofe till we
received the Lord's Supper, together with the

Captain, the Miflionaries and their wives, and
many of the moft ferious and adive friends of the

Society : and as a linking proof of the union
maintained, and the extindtion of bigotry among
us, it was previoufly refolved, that the oldeft

Minifter who might be prefent, vvhatcver were his

denomin^^tion, Ihould lead the worfliip, and die

next to him in years conclude it, each of the other

Minifters taking fome intermediate part in the

fervice. We may truly fay, ** if ever God was
prefent in the alienblies of his faints, he was pre-

fent upon that cccafion. It was furely a litde

fpecimen of wh;t the church, in the latter days,

\<^ill be, when love, like death, will level all dif-

tindions. It was even a foretafte of heaven."

About five o'clock the next morning the Mifli-

onaries embarked at Blaekwall, multitudes flock-

ing around them to take their leave : and as we
failed down the river, finging the praifes of God,
the fcene bt*c ime Hill more deeply affecting. The
fai'orsin thediflerciit fhips as wc pafled viewed us

with filent.lurprifc, and Lhe feuous people on bodi
fides the river, waging their hats, bid thefe holy
fervants of God -

• i fling f.iewel. From Gravel-
end, Chatham, ai.d Shjcrnefs the fiends of the

Infliiution met liie veflcl, bringing with them, in

token
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token of affedion, poultry and fuch other articles

of ft©res as they thought would be wanting.

Before (lie reached Portfmouth, we learned,

v/ith fome concern, that the convoy, we had ho-

ped to j(5in, had lailed. Thus an unCA'peded de-

lay kept us at Spithead about hx weeks, till an-

other convoy, with the Adamant, was ready to

condud us as far as the Rock of Lifbon, which,

we truiled, would fecureus from the danger moft
to be apprehended from the enemy's cruizers.

But this delay, however mortifying at the tim.e,

was not without the happicft confequences to the

Miffion, as it afforded the moft fatisfadory proof

of the fteadinefs of thofe engaged, and gave fuch

of our brethren who vifited or accompanied them
till their departure, the moft pkafmg and increa-

fmg confidence in their ftability and zeal.

It likewife enabled us to procure a fingularly

beautiful and authentic detail of the tranfactions

of the Mutineers at Otaheitc during; an abode of

about two years, together with a copious vocabu-
lary, fufficient to fupply the Miffionaries with the

rudiments of the language, and to furnilli them
with a great variety of phrafes of moft immediate

neceffity to begin an intercouri'e with the natives

;

and which, we are happy to add, from the letters

juft received, hath moft particularly engaged
their attention on the voyage.

The letters alluded to are dated the i sth and
1 6th of November laft, in the harbour cf Rio de

Janeiro, a Fortuguefe town on the coaft of Brazil.

It is fituated about 23 degrees (outh latitude, and

43 degrees weft longitude, being diftant about

5000 miles from England. Theie the DufF ar-

rived on Friday, the 12th of November, after a

paffage of only feven weeks and one day from the

time Ihe left St. Helen's. The Captain intended

to fail again on the 19th, hoping, if the latter

part of the voyage were as'fpeedy and profperous

as
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as the commencement, they fhould reach one of

the deftined iflands in ten weeks, the end of Ja-

nuary or the beginning of February. This pleaf-

ing expectation ere this has probably been reali-

zed ; the excellent ftate of the fliip being noted

by Mr. William Wilfon, the Captain's nephew
and mate, particularly her Jivift failing, and not

admitting a drop of water in all the way to the

Brazils.

What they may have experienced fincethey left

Rio Jaiieiro it if impoffible to fay ; but furely the

proy^refs o\ their voyage thither has been aul'pici-

ous beyond what any man, even the molt ianguine,

d u'ed to hope or expe(fl. Though there were fo

many men and women on board who had never

before leen the fea, and fome of them perfons of

delicate contiifutions, yet they failed over the

diliance of :4 tle^rees of latitude without fuffer-

ing a fingle complaint but common fea-licknefs

:

ihey palled through the torrid zone without en-

during fo much heat as we frequently feel in fum-

mer ; the thermometer being never but one day

at 77^, and in croffing the line it was only 73^'.

Not a day of foul weather had they experienced,

nor fcaicely an oppofing breeze ; nor was the fea

at any time fo rough but that they might have

been iiife on it in their long boat. This, we be-'

lieve, is an inftance fingular in its kind, and
which, we hope, we may, without being deemed
enthufiallic, interpret as a token of the good hand

of our God over them for good.

From the letter of the whole body of MifTion-

arics to the Dnedlors, and from the concurrent

tclumony of individuals, it appears that love and

harmony prevailed amnngfl; them; and from the'

details, feleded by one of our Committees from

the dilpatches, and publifhcd by our order in this

month's Evangelical Magazine, that our brethren

might be acquc^inted, as foon as poflible, with

the
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the moft interefting particulars of the glad tidings

we had received, it may evidently be inferred that

they had been careful to niaintain a fervent devo-

tional fpirit. They lived together like an houfe-

hold of faith; revering the Captain as their father,

and dinin? in fucceiiion at his table. Wc will,

therefore, dole this part of our narrative by f.iy-

ins, that, from every thino; we h ive heard and

feen, it is our opinion that the MilTionaries we
have fen t out are wife, ferious, and well qualified

for the work, and that never was man better cal-

culated for his office than Captain Vv'illon. We
may, therefore, comfortably and confidently re-

pofe on his and their difcrerion, perfuaded that

they will take the mod judicious and advifable

fteps, and that, to the befh of their ability, they

will be faithful to their God, and confequently to

the important truft committed to their care.

No fooner was this firfh Million difpatched than,

in purfuance of the farther intentions of the So-

ciety, we endeavoured to obtain every informa-

tion refpedling Africa, and to procure proper per-

fons to attempt to carry the glad tidings of falva-

tion to that much-injured and long negledted

quarter of the globe : for wl.ich intelligence we
refer to the Addrefs we inferted in the Evangeli-

cal Magazine for December lad. Otiier particu-

lars may be known by confulting the Memoir on

an African MifTion, publilhed by one of our bre-

thren for the benefit of the Society.

The country of the Foulahs we deemed the pro-

perefh fpot for our firft eday in that pare of the

world. Its vicinity to the colony of S;ef ra Leone,
whofe Diredors and principal fervants are friendly

to our Jnftitution, and dehrous oi rendering us

every affi dance in their power; the offer of the

King of that country to encoiirage European Ict-

tlers, with a view to cultivation; the gentle dif-

pofition of the natives^ their knowledge of feveral

D arts,
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arts, and their general attention to reading ; the

fupcrior temperature and healthinefs of the cli-

mate, compared with that on the fea coaft ; the

populoufnefs ot their towns, particularly of Ttrem-

bo, the capital, which contains about leven thou-

fand inhabitants ; and the probability of a com-
munication with this city and the far more exten-

five towns in the interior j afforcied a favourable

profpeft for entering on mifhonary operations.

That country has indeed fuiCe fallen into a ftatc

©f difturbante, which we hope will foon be ap-

peafed ; and though this circumitance ihould for

a Ihort time defer our entrance, we truft it will

never defeat our defign, nor delay our arrange-

mei,:^ Were we even ready, the feafon would

n-'t permit our going till Auguil n^^xr. But

Governor Macauley lupi'ofes a few Miliionaries

miight be well em|)lo)ed at Freetown and its en-

virons, till tie path to the Foulah country (hould

he opened. And one of our brethren has lately

received a letter from !ome of the Blacks at Sierra

Leone, informmg him tiiat they have jult erecled

a nev*^ chapel, and v^^ilhing to i-c favoured with

fome gncious peif)n to miniller among them.

If, thereiore, two or three Mifiionaries were Ra-

tioned there, they might be re d\ for any fervice

in the interioi which might olilr.

The C.:pe of Good Hope, however, indepen-

dent of the greater congeniality ot the climate, to

Euro[)ean Confiitutioni^, appears at preient among
t"ne moft promifing of our » penings. An im-

menfe country borders up-n it; and the manu-
fcript journcd of Van Reynan, wiuch has been

read to us, aiTotds fome pleating piolpe(fts of ac-

ceis, without much diihculty, to a people who
would weicouie our M;(Uonjries And a kiiid

friend, who has already diilincju (hed himfelt by

his liberality, has ol^li^ingly alfured one of our

brethren, that whenever his iLips laii to the Cape,
they
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they fhall convey our Mlfilonaries thither, or to

any place near it, where a week's fail on purpofe

would carry them.

Though the perfons who have offered for the

African MiflTions are not fo numerous as before,

they will affjrd us a fufficiency to commence the

attempt in one, or both, of the places mentioned.

Four are already accepted, and two perfons from
the Edinburgh Miffionary Society are ready to

join them, k remains, therefore, that with re-

newed adivity we prefs forward in this feivice, as

fpeedily as is confident with prudence. Our funds,

we truft, will be fo augmented, by the liberal fup-

plies of our friends, as to enable us immediately

to proceed ; and we doubt not but they will like-

wife be found equal to any other miflion you may
be difpofcd to undertake.

We may, furely, reckon it among the moft en-

couraging circumftances attending our Society,

that it hath met fuch warm approbation through-

out the Chriftian world. But while we thank-

fully confider this as a token for good, let us not

forget the obligations we owe to God our Saviour,

for making our Inftitution, founded amidft many
fears and infirmities, the means of exciting fuch

a fpirit of zeal in the breads of his people, of

every denomination, and in almofl: every couni.ry.

Our brethren in Scotland, who have joined us

as Members, have manifefttd the nobleft hbera-

hty in forwarding the great objedis of our Allb-

ciation ; and where feparate Societies have been

formed for Miflionary purpofes, both at Ed.nburgh

and Glal'gow, they hive correfponded with us,

and requefte 1 that their Mifliomies fhould be

incorporated with nurs, or conveyed by us to the

places whither they wiQied them fcnt, they defray-

ing a nropori ionate part of the expenee ; to wlrch

applications we have fignified our entire readuiefs

to accede.

D 2 From



XXVlll REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS

From Germany, and a vafl: body of aflbciated

Minifters in Lufatii, alFembled from all parts of

Clniftendom, we have received the mod fraternal

good wifhes for the accompli Ihment of our dcfigns,

and their great fatisfaclion in our enterprize,

which has warmed and Simulated them to frelli

exertions; whilft they cry day and night to God
for our fuccefs, from the Carpathian mountains to

the fnows of Norway.
AmeriCci, fiirred up by your example, has

caught rhe holy flame ; and letters, juft received

from New-York, inform us, that, on the id day
of November laft, a Miffionary Society was form-
ed there on the fame principles as our own.
Their addrefs, which you will probably wifh to be
read to you, breathes the fpirit of pureft love,

and is written in a fhile of more than common
animation . So that the Lord Jefus, the great

head of his church, feems to be awakening a

fimilar fpirit through all places of his dominion.
Nor can we conclude without mentioning a

fcb.eme that is propofed to be executed by certain

individuals, two of v^/hom are Members and Di-
re(fVors of our own Society.

l^hcy have exnrefied their defire to confecrate

themleives and their property in endeavouring to

prop.igatc Chriftianiiy in Bengal; and, in con-
jundiv)n v\iLh fomc eminent fervants of God, who
are Minifters in Scotland, to devote their lives and
talents in labom-ino- among the Heathen.
Though tiicir fuft etibrts to obtain permiflion

from the India Company have not fucceeded, yet

they are not in the leatl difcouraged, but intend
to perfevere in their applications; hoping that God
will incline the hearts of thofe to whom their re-

quefts will be made, to grant at length a favour-
able ar.lwer.

Such, breihrcn, is the general body of infor-

mation, which we have the hap^nnefs to commu-.
nicate
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nlcatc to you ; and which cannot fail to produce
in your hearts, as it has already produced in our
own, abundant thankfgiving to God our Saviour,

for his bleffing on our pad endeavours, and ftrong

encouragement to go forward ; trufting ftill in

Him for future favours, under the mod firm pcr-

fuafion that the time is faft approaching, when
** all people, languages, and nations Jhall ferve Him ^

that His dominion is an everlafting dominion, which
Jhall not pafs azvay, and His kingdom that whichJhall
not be dejlroyed**
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SERMON I.

MARK, XIV. 6i

And Jefus Jaid^ let her alone ^ zvhy trouble ye her ? Jhe

hath wrought a good work on me.

DEARLY beloved, my prefent ftation very for-

cibly brings to my recolledion a query, which was
propofed by an eminent Minifter in a fimilar fitu-

ation, at your lad annnual meeting, " Where is

the oldefl:—where is the wifeft—where is the holiefl

of Minifters, who, at this moment, ftanding upon
this eminence would be proof againfl fear and
trembhng ?" If this queilion might be aiked, re-

fpeding the oldeft, the wifeft, the holiefl of Minif-

ters, what might; be faid of one, who is not very

old, far from being the wifefl, farthefl of all from
being the holielt of Miniilers ? I flatter myfelf this

numerous, refpeclable auditory will indulge me in

one fentence—May God Almighty help me !

I would not reproach the Mifnonary fubjedt, by
faying it is exhaufted— No, it never will be— it

will afford frefh matter for contemplation, wonder,
praife, and thankfgiving for ever. Much has been
laid, and laid well, both upon the importance of

the caufe, and alfo with a view to ftimulate the

hearts of many to unite therein. Many author!-

E ties.
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tics, both human and divine have been quoted
;

and illuftrious examples of love, zeal, and acli-

viiy brou[;ht fonvard, highly deferving of regard.

Heroes for Chrift, and his intereil in the earth,

have with great propriety been felecled, and ex-

hibited to public view ; fufFer a ftranger to intro-

duce diheroefs *, whofe conduct: deferves the highefl

encomium, and clofeft imitation of all. The paf-

fage before us does not refer to an ornamented

fiSion, but to an artlefs narrative of a real fact.

The facred hiftorian informs us, that a fev/ days

before the Jcwifh palTover, Jefus Chrifl: went up to

Jerufalem, and as his time was always filled up in

the beft works, and for the nobleft purpofes, he

taught in the temple by day, where his word was as

the^falling rain upon the new mown grafs ; and in

the evening retired from the hurry and buftle of the

city to d village, at a little didance, called Bethany,

where he repofed, as every good man would wi(h

to do, under the roof where a godly family dwelt.

Mary appears to be one of the principal perfonages

there, and took the opportunity, whilil her Lord

fat at m.eat, to execute a plan, previoufly concert-

ed in her own heart, to (hew her high efteem for

the illullric'.'s vifitant ; and to do th ii which might

be emblf 'oatieal of the fweet favour of his name

to th.'^ ends of the earth. According to her laud-

ab: defign, ihe brought a box of very precious

ointment, and poured it on his head. '* Ah, fay

fome, there is one indance oi your facred contra-

didions, anotb r of your evangelills fays Ihe poured

it on his feet |, how are we to reconcile them ?"

Very eanly ; it is not in the lead improbable, as

the ad was figurative of the burial of his whole

'<• As the word heroe/s was ufed in the pulpit, the author

wiflics it to fland ; all the difference betwixt herotfs and heroine

is, the latter is rather more modern. Johtijons Did,

t John, :di. 3.

body,
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body *, that flie anointed both j and therefore,

although one mention his feet, and the other his

head, yet there is no contradidion.

The paflage informs us, that fome prefent had
indignation againft the woman's extravagance

;

hence the Lord Jefus, the advocate of his people,

takes up her caufe, and fharply rebukes her adver-

faries in the words of our text, '^ And Jefus faid,

let her alone, why trouble ye her ? fhe hath wrought
a good work on me." It cannot with any propriety

be faid, this verfe refers to a trifling, or infignifi-

cant work ; no, it is mentioned with peculiar em-
phafis four times by three evangelids | ; and, al-

though it be doubtful whether that initance re*

corded in the feventh chapter of Luke's Gofpel,

refer to the fame woman at the time of her conver-

fion, that being at a different time and place, yet it

is evident the abgve four pafTages all fpeak of the

fame woman and the fame ad: ; and the great Judge
of all hearts, as well as of works, put fuch a value

upon what (he had done, that he declared " fhe had
done what flie could, and that wherefoever this

Goipel fhould be preached throughout the whole
world, this alfo that fhe hath done fhall be fpoken
of for a memorial of her J/'
We prefume not to fay, that this text is the

mofi; pertinent of all others upon the prefent occa-

fion
;

yet, it is hoped, it will appear in the fequel,

not fo foreign to the fubjed of our MifTionary

meeting as fome might imagine. The defign in

bringing it forward is, to urge the force of an
amiable example of love and zeal in the weaker
fex, to animate all our hearts in the work before

us. O that I might be fo happy as to advance any

* Matth. xvi. 12.

t Xvlatth. xxvi. 7. John, xi. 2. xii. 3. and the Text.

t Verfes, 8, 9.

E 2 thing
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thing upon the fubjecl, which might give this fer-

mon a right to the title of Mary's Memorial

!

With a view, in fome fmall degree, to accom-
pllfli this end, there are four things included in the

text to which we mufl attend :

I. The probable motives.

II. A few obvious circumftances which attended

this good work.

III. The object upon whom it terminated-

IV. The teftimony of the impartial infallible

Judge, fl:)e hath wrought a good work on trie.

The firft thing then to be confidered in the order

is, the probable motives of this good work. I call

them probable, not becaufe they are altogether

doubtful, but becaufe they are not exprefl'ed, and

"we fhould always fpeak cautioufly where there is

not fufEcient authority to be poiitive : However, let

it be remembered by all there is one thing, which,

in every age, in every nation, in every individual,

is eflential to a good w'ork in the fenfe of our text,

viz. a new heart. That Mary was bled with this

beft of bleflings we have fufficient reafon to conclude

from what Jefus faid of her in an another place,

*' One thing is needful, and Mary hath chofen that

good part which fhall not be taken away from

her *.'* All men, in a (late of natural depravity,

feek themfelves in ?dl they do ; all their benevolence

—all their devotion— all their charity— all is direft-

ed to this end, that men may admire and extol

them. Eliflia mud heal the fprings near Jericho,

by cafting in fait
)
, or the llreams would never be

falutary. The fame Prophet mufl miraculoufly

counteract the poifonous quality of the wild gourdes,

inadvertently caff into the young pupils provilions|,

before the mefs will be whoiefonie. So Jefus

* Luke, X. 42. t 2 Kings, ii. 20, 21.

1 ". Kinf". iv. 3g—4!.

Chrift,
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Chnft, by the power of his fpirit, mufl: regenerate

the fallen foul of man, before good works, in the

beftfenfe, can poffiblybe done. For this aiTertion

we have the highefl authority poiTible in thofe words
of our Lord, " Either make the tree good, and
his fruit good, or elfe make the tree corrupt, and
his fruit corrupt ; for the tree is known by his

fruit *." And again, " It is God which worketh
in you, both to will and to do, of his good plea-

furef."

2. The fecond probable motive of the good
work fpoken of in the text is love, that native of

the celellial world, which is like the impulfive

caufe of all mechanical motion ; love, th?.t tender

exotic, fo little known in this dark difordereJ

world, m.oved all the powers of Mary's expanded
foul in this good work. The ftrength and effects

of this pailion are incredible ! What is too hard
for love to do or endure, for the beloved objed: ?

Scarce any thing. The prevalence of love, when
it is only carnal, is truly admirable ! See its Itrength

made evident in the condud of Sampfon |, Jacob
((,

and many others, who feemed to make httle ac-

count even of their lives, if they might but gain

the objeds of their wifhes. Behold, my friends,

what the love of God to fmful men has produced !

At this caufe, with its effeds, all the angels in the

upper world fland aftonifhed ! It caufed him to

give his only, his dearly beloved Son to die for

them. ** God fo loved the world that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in

him fhould not peri(h, but have everlalting life §."

If we contemplate the ftrength of love, as mani-
fefted in the life and death of rhe glorious Mediator,
here we behold it literally ftronger than death, and
that many waters could not quench, nor floods drown

•* Matth. xii. 33. f Phil. ii. 13. t Jn<-lges, xiv.

I!
Gen. xxix. 20. § John, iii. 16.

it.
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it *. If we turn our attention to its force, as abun-
dantly evident in the condud of many of his fol-

lowers, here we are put to the confcious blulli for

our lukewarm frame, whilfl: we behold them doing

and enduring all that God had enjoined, or that

men and devils could intiicl:, even to racks and
iires, from this noblefl of all motives, love. It is

faid of Mary, Jepts loved her f ; 'tis more than

probable Ihe loved him with a pure fpiritual love,

and in this good work made it manifeft to all

around. Love to Jefus, is the fire of heaven—the

fait of the earth— the noblefl fpring of action—the

faired feature of Deity which can be tranfcribed

on the regenerate foul ! Without love, what is zeal

but w^ild-tire ; devotion only fplendid hypocrify.

My dear hearers, it is owing to a deficiency in this,

that the Heathen world has been fo long, and fo

fhamefully neglefted, by thofe called Chriilians.

3, Once more, gratitude was a motive, not lefs

probable in Mary's good work than the foregoing.

If any aflv, what gratitude is ? my anfwer lliould be,

it is a pleafmg fenfation of the mind, excited by
the foul being prelTed with an inexpreffible fenfe of

high obligation to an objed, for favours received.

Mary knew Chrift, for what end he was come into

this lovv'er world ; fhe knew what he had done,

and what he would do for her. How fliall flie

fhew her thankful fenfe of benefits and blelFings fo

great, fo undeferved ? Like Abigail, laying her

prefent at David's feet, fne brings forth the belt

(he had in this world, and, with her whole heart,

bellowed it upon him whom her foul loved, and
to whom (he had fuch tranfcendent obligations.

Do any aik, what has Chriil done ? John, the

beloved follower of his divine INIafler, lays, " He
hath loved us, and w'a(hed us from our (ins in his

^-
• V ' G, -. t John, xi. 5.

own



Mary's memorial. 39

own blood, and hath made us kings and priefts

unto God and hib father ; to. him be glory and do-

minion for ever and ever *." If we alk Paul, what
has Chrift done ? His anfwer is, " Chrift died for

our fins according to the Scriptures f."
— '^ Chrid

hath redeemed us from the curie of the law,

being made a curfe for us J."
— "• In him we have

redemption through his blood, the forgivenefs of

fins according to the riches of his grace §."— '' He
hath delivered us from the wrath to come )|.'*

Peter's teitimony of Chrift exacHy correfponds

with that of his brethren Paul and John :
" Who

his ownfelf bare our fins in his own body on the

tree.—For Chrifl alfo hath once fuffered for fms,

the jufl: for the unjuif, that he might bring us to

God**/* What can Miniilers do? What can
contributors, what can Mifiionaries do? What
can any, or what can all do for Chrifl, in compa-
rifon of what he has done in living and dying for

finners ? Almofl nothing ! May God pardon the

deficiencies of our beft efforts to make adequate

returns for favours (0 inconceivably great !

II. We come, in the fecond place, according to

the method propofed, to take notice of a few ob-

vious circumflances which attended this good
work. The firfl that juftly claims our regard is»

ii was public. When one of the great Jewifli ru-

lers, called NIcodemus, vv^as inclined to have a

little private converfation with Chrift, he was too

timid to be feen with him by day, but chofe the

curtain of darknefs for a covering to fcreen him
from the eye, and fhelter him from the afperfions

which might be caft upon him by his brethren in

office^. Many are at this day under the dominion
of the fame pafTion ; they fear the fcofl's of their

*Rev. i. 5, 6. t I Cor. XV. 3. ; Gal. iii. 13. §Eph.i.7.

I!
I Thef. i. 10. ** i Peter, ii. 24. iii. 18. ^ John iii. i.

connexions
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connexions more than the threatenlngs of God,
Mary comes openly, neither afraid nor afhamed of

being both feen and known in what (he did ; and

her courage is the more exemplary for the follow-

ing reaions :—The world, at that time in particu-

lar, was loading Chrift and his followers with all

manner of reproaches ; he was deemed a feditious

fchifmatic, a vagabond, and companion of the vileft

charaders, nay worfe, confederate with devils,

and not fit to live. The glorious Sun of Righte-

oufnefs had almoft pafled through a cloudy day,

andwas juft fmking under the ^oomy horizon of

an ignominious death ! See the female champion^

unmoved by all this, prefents herfelf in the midft:

of the company, opens her box, and pours forth

the precious contents, as if fne had faid, '' Let all

fee, let all the world know my indi^Ioluble attach-

ment to him, whom the world defpil'es and hates."

Have any of you, my friends > been afhamed of

being adive in promoting the miflionary bufmefs f

Be afhamed of your fhame, and, from this day,

cad away your cowardice, and confidcr it as a pe-

culiar honour to appear the zealous fupporters of a

caufe fo glorious.

2. Another obvious circumflance which atterid-

ed the good work alluded to in our text is, // was

liberal^ nay, profufe. The palTage tells us the

ointment was 'eery cojily *. I truft you will excufe

me for not givinp^ you a particular dcfcription of

all the articles which condituted the odoriferous

compofition : let us, for the prefent, be content

with Judas's eltimate ; he faid, " It might have

been fold for more than th^ee hundred pence f."
The ulual way of calculaiin.^^ the value of different

coins gives the Romifh penny at rather more than

feven pence halfpenny fterling ; according to this

* John, xii. 3. t Veife 5.

calculation,
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calculation, the ointment \v2ls worth near ten

pounds, perhaps a confiderable part of her pecu-

lium, and as much or more for her to give, than

if fome rich Jew had given ten thoufand guineas.

She did not fay, as too many do, *' Let me fee

myfelf ferved fir(t ;" which is in hd: to fay, '' Let

me die, and then I fhall be Hberal -, let me but go

out of the world, and I fhall leave all behind me.'*

Ah, my friends ! the world is often more indebted

to death than to the donor for liberating hoarded

property. If the owner were to live for ever, fo

long would his gold be detained clofe prilbner

under bolts and bars. Let Mary's liberality ferve

as an example to Simulate both fexes to a noble

imitation, when the interefl of Chrlfl calls for a

part of what you poiTefs in this world.

3. A third circumftance, not lefs obvious, nor

iefs important than the former, is, this good work
was performed in due time. Had Mary brought

her box when Chrift had got into heaven, though

it had been ten times the value, it would not have

availed^— fhe would have loft all. Many good

works lofe nine-tenths of their value by being too

late. The apoftolic rule is, " That thofe who
have believed in God might be careful to maintain

good works *.'* Critics frequently render it, to

go before in good works. We have but too few,

but here is one inftance—Mary goes before, or is

in due time in her labour of love. When the

Jews were returned from the Babylonifli captivity,

and began to build the houfe of the Lord, feveral

events occurred by which they were much difcou-

raged, and let the work ceafe, concluding the lime

was not corae. Hear how the Lord expoflulates

with them, " Is it time for you, O ye ! to dwell

in your cieled houfes, and this houfe lie wafte |
?'*

* Titus, iii. 8. f Hag. i. 4.

F I do
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I do but remember one great good work which
was refolvcd upon too foon, and that is, David's

purpofe to build the temple* ; but for this fingle

inflance,. which might be called premature, many
noble fchemes have been rendered abortive, by let-

ting the opportunity pafs away difregarded. T he

great objed of the prefent meeting, viz. fending

Millionaries to different parts of the full benighted

regions of the heathen world, may be confidered

by fome as too precipitate, and puflied forv/ard be-

fore the time. It is never too foon to do a great

and good work, if it may be done. Efforts to

propagate the Gofpel, and promote the falvation

of fmners ought never to have been laid afide.

Had they been continued from age to age, as the

light once fhone in different parts both or Afia and
Africa, how eafily might i^ have been carried to

the remoteft corners oi thofe vaft regions. By
thefe means the difcouraging obftacles of the pre-

fent period would have been either wholly pre-

vented, or abundantly fewer and lefs formidable

than they now are : however, if our predeceffors

fell afieep on the world's lap, their blameable in-

difference forms no excufe for negligence being

continued; but rather calls, loudly calls, for all

rational exertions to retrieve loft opportunities fo

far as poffible.

4. A fourth circumflance conneded with the

good work mentioned in our text is, Mary wocie

her little temporalities anjwer the greateft and the no-

bJeft ends. It is faid, the Creator " hath given

the earth to the children of mcnf." For what

purpofes are we to fuppofe that property is given

to all or any of us ? To ornament mortal dying

bodies ? To feed the follies of fancy—to fofter the

pride of the heart— or, to amufe the poffeffor with

* 2 Sam. vii. i, 2, 3. | Pfa. cxv. 16.

counting
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counting over his gold, and feafting his eyes by
gazing upon it ? Or, could we imagine that it is

given for the dreadful purpofe of facilitating the

poor wretch in his mad career to eternal deftruc-

tion, by furnifhing him with means and money to

gratify his lulls, and bring fwifter ruin upon both

body and foul ? Oh no ! God gives the good
things of this world for thenobleft ends, and thofe

ends are fpecified both in the Old and New Tefta-

ments :
'^ Honour the Lord with thy fubftance,

and with the fird fruits of all thine increafe*."

—

'• And I fay unto you, make to yourfelves friends of

the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that when ye fail,

they may receive you into everlafting habitati-

ons f." Are there any aged ladies prefent who
have get property, and fcarce knov/ where or upoa
whom to beflow it ? Here is an open door ; be

your own executrixes ; like Mary, lay it out for

the honour of Chrift, and he will take care to re-

pay you a hundred fold. This is a Bank which

never fails—no caufe of fear for either intereft or

principal.

III. This fhall bring us to the third general pro-

pofition, which was to confider the object upon
whom this good work terminated, upon which our

text is very exprefs, Shi' hath zvrought a good work

on me. Too many religious and generous a6ls ter-

minate in felf, and the end they are intended to an-

fwer is, to gain a little of that airy bubble, the

honour that cometh of men. No ftream can pof-

fibly rife higher than its fource. Whilft Paul was

an enemy to Jefus Chrift, all his pharifaical good-

nefs, his burning zeal, and fervent devotion cen-

tred in himfclf
J.

He was one of thofe felf-feeking

Jews fpoken of by the prophet, who ^* facrificed

to their own net, and burnt incenfe to their own

" Piov. iii, 9. f Luke, xvi. 9. % Phil, iii, 7, 8.

F d drag."
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drag *.'* Proud and pulTed up with a vain idea of

their own goodnefs, and great atchievements.

\\ hat can be a greater reproach than that charge

brought ngainfl ihofe who ought to have made
God*s honour the end of all their adions in a pe-

culiar way, as they w^ere peculiarly favoured with

divine light
—'' Ifrael is an empty vine ; he bring-

eth forth fruit unto himfelfj?" Self begins, and

felf clofcs. The Jews were both zealous and la-

borious in their attempts to make profelytes ; but,

alas ! their obje£t was infignificant—it appears to

be nothing further or greater than augmenting

their own party. They are reprefented as grafping

at the whole world for worfe than nothing—'• Wo
unto you, fcribes and pharifees, hypocrites ; for

ye compafs fea and land to make one profelyte,

and when he is made, ye make him two-fold more

the child of hell than yourfelves |." Mean, piti-

ful, miferable exertions when the objed in view is

only to increafe a party. If this were the end of

the miflionary bufmefs, no judicious man would

move one ftep ; but we know it is not ; we are

glad, we rejoice that no fhackles are fent out with

thofe who are gone ; no injunctions that the con-

verted Heathens fhall worfnip God by a ftated

form, nor any commands that they fhall ufe no

forms ; but the whole is left to God, and tlie

judgment of thofe who may labour amongit them.

Remember Mary's object—it was to make Chrid

a fweet fmelling favour ; and as (lie is faid to

anoint him for his burial, it is probable that flic

intended it to fignify that even in the grave his

body fliould breathe a fweet odour, without feeing

the lealt taint of corruption. Here learn the true

and laudable objed of all well -intended Millions ;

viz. to make known to a pcrifliing world the effi-

* Hab. i. lO. t Hof. x. i. } IMatt. xxiii. 15.

cacy
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cacy and glory of the facrifice and refurre6:ion of

the Lord Jefus Chrift, the very fame which Paul

had In view when he went forth Into the dark re-

gions of the Gentile nations, as will abundantly

appear from the following paiTages : " For we
preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the Lord,

and ourfelves your fervants for Jefus' fake *."

—

*' For I determined not to know any thing among
you but Jefus Chrift, and him crucified f."

—

*' Now thanks be unro God, which always caufeth

us to triumph in Chrift, and maketh manifeft the

favour of his knowledge by us in every place |.'*

If this doctrine, the dodrine of the crofs, be
overlooked, or treated' in a fuperficial manner, as

a fubje6t by the by, all preaching is In vain. If

men were civilized, nay, if the phrafe may be ad-

mitted, if they were moralized alfo, yet, whllfl

they remain Itrangers to Mary's Lord, they are

ftill expofed to everlafting deftrudlon !
'' He that

believeth not is condemned already §."

2. Again. Adions terminate on Jefus Chrift,

though mediately, when they are calculated to in-

creafe his family, and, of courfe, the univerfal fa-

crifice of praife and thankfgiving which ought
daily to be prefented unto him. The prophetic

pen informs us, " Daily ftiall he be praifed ;" and
if any afk, by w^hom ? the fame auihor tells us,
'' All nations ftiall call him blefled ||." Surely the

time is coming, when the glorious Mediator fhall

thus be praifed ; when a multitude, innumerable
as the drops of morning dew, (hall agree to mag-
nify his name together ; when the South-Sea
Iflands, Afia, Africa, Weft Indies, Greenland,

with all the Intermediate iflands and continents,

fliall ftretch forth their hands, and, with joyful ac-

'^ z Cor. iv 5. f 1 Cor. ii. 2.
:J:

2 Cor, ii. 14.

§ John, iii iS, || Pfa. Jxxii. 15. 17,

clamations,
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clamatlons, lift \ip their voices to him whom Mary
anointed, and (hall be as glad, and as ready to

fhew forth their high approbation of him as (he

was ; when tears of joy and hymns of praife fhall

be vifible and audible round the whole habitable

globe. Think, O my friends ! what lliall be the

glorious iflfue of this univerfal ingathering of fin-

ners to Chrifl: ! If this were the ftate of the world

at this moment, it would be but as a prelude, as

the dawning of the day of glory, when all the fa-

mily of the living God ** fhall be gathered together

in one *," and all uniting in that grand chorus

which John heard, and left on record to animate

our hearts whilft palling through this -vale of tears— *' And they fung a new fong, faying, Thou art

worthy to take the book, and to open the feals

thereof; for thou waft flain, and haft redeemed

us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nation ; and haft made
us unto our God kings and priefts |." Well
might all join in the general acclamation, and with

loudeft voices fhout, "- Worthy is the I.amb that

was flain to receive pov/er, and riches, and wif-

dom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and

blefTmg |." Let all who are engaged in the mo-
mentous bufinefs before this meeting go on in the

name of God, and thus let your good w^ork ter-

minate in the glory of the Lord Jefus Chrift.

IV. This fliall bring us to the fourth and laft

propofnion, which is, to take a little notice of the

impi;rtial and infallible Judge who fpeaks in our

text. It gives me pleiiiureto fay, the Judge is im-

partial and infallible^ and that he is fuch all muft

admit who believe revelation. An earthly judge

may be impartial, but not infallible ; nor does the

latter unavoidably fecure the former ; but in

Eph. i. 10. t Rev. v. 9. j Rev. v. 12.

Marv's
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Mary's Judge, the Judge of the whole earth, both

meet, and for ever abide. No d jubt there were

various fentiments concerning this good work

:

fome might imagine Mary was a hypocrite, mak-
ing a great (how of l( ve with veiy little fmcerity

;

others might hope Ihe was a good woman, meant

well, had a fervent regard for Chriil, &c ; but

why fo extravagant ? If flie chofe to Ihew her

love, might not even a twopenny box have anfwer-

ed the fame end? Judas fpeaks out, '' Why was

this wade of the ointment made ?'* Had he fpoke

the fentiments of h^'s heart, his language would
have been, *' Oh that it had but come to tiie bag,

how it would have helped the poor, yes, and it

would have palled through my hands alio ; but

here all is loft T' Net that he caredfor the yoor
;

but, like many who cryv " The poor, the poor,'*

vv^hen it is nothing more than a plaufibie excul'e for

retaining what they fiiould give up. In the midfl

of thefe cenlures and conjeclures, the Judge, the

impartial Judge fpeaks, Ceafe your refledlons

—

let all your murmurings die
—

'•' Why trouble ye

her ? She hath wrought a good work on me."
He fees all motives, and will pronounce juft judg-

ment in all cafes, temporal or fpiritual—between

man and man, or between man and God. 'l his

is well on various accounts, eipecially two, upon
each of which I would beg leave a moment to

dwell. Firft, It is well, becaufe there are fo many
bad actions in this world which, at firft fight, ap-

pear good, by which men of great penetration have

been deceived. It appeared very plauiibic when
Saul faid he and the people had fpaied the belt of

the Amalekites' cattle in order to. fupply God's
altar with the richeft facrifices *

; but the truth

was, his covetous heart would not fuffer him to

*
1 Sam, XV. 20j 21.

obey
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obey God, but led him to fpare the fpoil that he

might feafl and enrich himlelf. When Jezebel af-

fumed an air of great piety and devotion, pro-

claiming a folemn fall:, no doubt pretending that

fome national calamity called for it, it might ap-

pear a great good work ; but poor Naboth's blood

and vineyard were the objects which (lie had in view.

Itwould no doubt appear a good work, in the efleem

of many, when the Jews were fo zealous and ac-

tive in perfecuting and cutting off the Lord of

glory ; for it was pretended the law% their religion,

the temple, the very nation would be loll*, if he

were fuffered to live : but God faw their envy and

unbelief were the caufes of what they did. The
fame might be faid refpecling all the bloody perfe-

cutions which have taken place ; the work appeared

fo good and fo neceffary, that multitudes magniiied

thofe meafures and thofe men who caulcd the

blood ofmartyrs to flow like rivers ! All has been

done under the pretext of ferving tlic interefl of

the religion of the day ; but he who fat as Judge
in Mary's caufe, fitteth in the highefl heavens,

viewing, and forming a righteous judgment upon
every man's works and motives. Again, what
man's religious conduill: could appear, more ami-

able, at firfl fight, than that of Simon Magus
when he heard Philip, profeiTcd to believe, and

was baptized, continuing for fome time to aflbci-

ate with the faints in Chriftian ordinances, as

though he had been a new man ; but all the while

he was in the " gali of bitternefg and bond of ini-

quity f.'*
One inftance more belongiug to this

clafs ought not to be forgotten. What could be

more honourable or pleafmg than to fee fome of

the pretended converts from amongft the Jews zea-

loufly (land forward, as though they would aflill

John, xi. 48, t Acts, viii,

Paul
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Paul in preaching the Lord Jefus, but when the

maik was taken off, it appeared they had no other

defign in what they did but to exiiperate the go-

vernment, and fo add afflidion to Paul's bonds *.

Many have done evil that good might come, but

here is one inflance of men apparently doing good
that evil might come. How necelfary that there

fliould be a Judge who is able to fitt works and
motives to the bottom.

2. This neceffity will appear ftlll greater, by

conddering in the next plate, how many good
adlions have appeared the very reverfe in the eyes

offpedators. The judgment formed upon Mary's

good work, by fome of the company, may ferve

as one flriking inftance ; a few others may be

mentioned, and a very few, in comparifon of the

whole, muft fuffice.

When the Hebrew Lawgiver led the chofen

tribes out of Egyptian mifery, he had the exprels

command of God for what he did
-J-,

and was

doing a work eminently good, as he was conduc-
ing the people out of bondage into a land of li-

berty and plenty ; yet, not only the Egyptians,

but the very people who were to reap the advan-

tages of the deliverance, fo far misjudged of 1 i,

condu6t, that they not only exclaimed againft,

but were ready to ftone him, as one who had al-

mofh accomplidied their ruin "^
1 When ve think

of Elijah, the Tilhbite's prayer, that there might

be no rain for three years and fix months, vve are

almoft tempted to excufe Ahab for feeking his

life. Thoufands at the time would be crying out

againft him, as one who troubled lirael, and was

unworthy of exiftence ; yet it was a good work,

enjoined and rewarded by the Lord of hofls |'.

* Phil. i. 16. t Exo. iii. 10. I Exo. xvii. 4.

II I Kings, xvii. 1. James, v. 17.

G Whoever
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Who ever left their native habitations, the plea-

fures of rural life, the carefles of fond parents,

and went forth to the vvildernefs and the camp,
for works more honourable than both Jofeph and
David ; yet their brethren, who of all others

fhould have been mofl: ready to put a favourable

conftrudion upon what they did, mifconceiving

both of their purpofes and motives, treated them
with fcurnliiy and cruelty*. When the Prophet

Jeremiah laboured to perfuade Zedekiah to give

up the city to the Babylonians, as the only expe-

dient to five it from the flames, and his familv

from death ; with what violence and fury did the

great officers and princes rife up againfl: him, pro-

tefling he was a traitor—had favoured the enemy
—and weakened the hands of the men of the

city, &c. They, therefore, earneftly befought

his Majefhy that he would fuffer that man to be

put to death -^j Yet his work was a good work,

commanded, highly approved, and publicly re-

warded by that God who feeih, and judgeth
righteous judgment.

We need add no more, than jufl to glance at

the exemplary condu6l of the Apoftles and fol-

lowers of Jefus Chrift, and the judgment which
the world in general formed upon them. They
facrificcd every thing near and dear in life; they

expofed themielvcs 10 all manner of hardihips ;

they endured moft grievous fuffcrings; they walk-

ed by the ftridcft rules of morality—inceilant in

labours of love ;};, and all from pureft motives, and
to gain the noblcfh ends, even to bring (inners to

God, that they might be happy with him forever

in the regions of glory § ; yet they were maligned,

ihcy were abufed, they were reprefented as pefls

* Gen, xxxvii. I Sam. 17.
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to fociety, the troiiblers of the world, and the

deflroyers of all national and domeftic peace and

happinefs wherever they came *. But he who favv,

and was inflanily ready to plead Mary's caufe

againft her enemies, has been watching over, and

highly approving of their work as good in his

light. After all thefe inftances, and many more
which might be named, wonder not if there be, a

variety of conjedures, and fome perhaps not the

moft charitable, refpeding your fending Miflion-

aries to the dark regions, where Jefus Chrift is

unknown. Some may judge you fincere, but pity

your weaknefs ; others may afcribe it to your

pride and vanity, declaring it all a whim—enthu-

fiaftic zeal—a work for which you have no divine

authority, &c. Care not for any, or all of thefe

reflexions. Your Judge liveth, and, we trufl, as

he is perfedly acquainted with your work, fo he

will, in due time, fay of it, ''Ye have wrought a

good work for me."
As I would not be over tedious, fliall haflen to

a clofe, by dropping a few refledions which arife

from the whole. 1 am now fpeaking to well-

wifhers, contributors, diredors, and miffionaries

alfo. Suffer me, in the name of the Lord, to

intreat all, look well to your motives ; you fee ic

is love to Chrifl, more than the ointment, which

makes the work good and honourable. Dread

felf-feeking as a deadly enemy, which will taint and

fpoil the v^hole -j~. Whilfh your motives are pure

in directing and fuperintending a great and good

work, you will enjoy confcious peace in your own
breafls, although adverfaries may calumniate, and

perhaps lay, " Ah, thefe Directors have a very

pretty poft, it affords good eating and good dririk-

ing.'* I was glad to hear one of your number

* A6ts, xvii. 6. f Matth. vi. 2— J3.

G 2 declare,
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declare, but Lift nighr, in a public meeting, " That
the Directors had never, to the prelent day, put

the Soc ety to a taithing's cxpcnce/* Go on and
pro. per.

Let all fee Chilli puts a high vahie upon fmall

matters done to him and his followers, when love

and gratiiuele give energy to their abilities :
" A

Clip of cold water fliall not h.fe its reward *.*'

This is particularly for the encouragement of you,

my brethien, who have fet your faces, and we
trufl God has drawn your hearts, to go as Million-

arics to the idolatrous Heathens. Keep your ob-

jecl in view. You go lo woo and win fouls to

Chi ifh ! Ti-ead in your divine Mafter's fleps ; and
it your lot be caft upon Afric*s burning {i\nds, if

you have to traverfe the fultry vales or fchorched

mountains of die torrid zone, that God who made
both them and you, is able to fiipport you, and
it you gain but one foul, it will be a greater at-

chicvement than the conquefh of the whole w^orld !

Often reflect whofe name, work, and glory you

go to proclaim—what is your work—whofe ler-

v.n:syouaie, and the honour which the Chief

Shepherd will put upon thofe who turn many, or

any, from ihe power of Satan unto God -j- !

Again, welea:n fom this paflage, that carnal

ungocily men think, all is loft that is laid out for

Chrifl's honour and iiitercft in the world. We
have luincieiu caule to judge, that many of you,

iDy fiiei'ids, are oiherwife minded. London's ge-

nLT.llty IS too well kno^vn to be doubted. The
country at large has had many plealing evidences

of u, and I would beg leave to embrace the pre-

fent, it is very probable I may never have another

oppoituniiy o( ilianking you, for your hbcraiiiy

to m:;ny of my Iricndi and acquaintance, eioecial-

* Matth. X. 42. t Ads, xxvi. 18.
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ly in the county of York, in affifting them to finidi

new erections, and to fupport a regular Miniftry

among them. Thoufands arc now favoured with,

ftated worfhip, and a preached Gofpel, where they

had no profped of enjoying fuch bleffings, had it

not been for your help.

Once more, and I have done. We take it for

granted mofh of thofe prefent are ready to fay, the

converfion of the Heathens is a very defirable ob-

jed. Think, O think, how inconfiflent, how
awful, how dreadful, to appear anxious for the

converfion of infidels, and yourfelves in an un-

converted (late—your own fouls in danger of ever-

lafling perdition ! Suppofe you faw a man exert-

ing all his power to aflifh his neighbour, whofe

houfe was on fire, and at the fame moment his

own in flames, and his family in utmofh hazard ;

yet, he takes no thought for them, nor makes any

attempt for their relief. What would you think

of him ? You might commend his good will to

his neighbour, but all would condemn his fhame-

ful neglio^ence to dearefl relatives.

May God, in rich grace and mercy, difpofe

your hearts to feek after him ; and may he fay to

many nations now in darknefs, '* Arife, (bine,

for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is rifen upon thee *.*' To Father, Son, and

eternal Spirit, be all praife for ever and ever.

Amen.

*Ifa. Ixi, I.
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SERMON II.

PHILIPPIANS, ii. 14, 15, 16.

Do all things without murmnyings and difpiitings : that

ye VIay be blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons of God,

without rebuke, in the yvAdfi of a crooked and ser-

verje nation^ among zvhom ye fhine as lights in the

world -y holding forth the word of life.

OALVATION had come to PhilippI, a city of

Macedonia, through the preaching of the Gofpel

by the Apoflle Paul. The heavenly record " that

God hath given to us eternal life, and that this

life is in his Son," was there received as a true

and faithful faying. The perfons who gladly re-

ceived this divine teflimony were baptized, and

formed into a Chriftian church. Several years

after this period, and while he was a prifoner at

Rome, the Apoftle, under the direction of the

Holy Ghoft, wrote this affedionate epiftle to them.

The fmgularity of the new opinions brought

from Judea, particularly the doftrine of falvation

by the crofs ; the purity of morals which the fyflem

of Chrifl enjoins ; the genius of that fyftem in its

nature altogether hoftile to the religion of the

empire ;—thefe things, he well knew, would draw

the notice, and provoke the jealoufy of their hea-

then neighbours. The foul difpofitions of envy

.xTiQ of vain glory among themfclves had alfo begun

H to
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to agitate and to injure the newly formed church.

The difcovery of thele things alarmed the Apoftle's

good mind, and arouzed all its paternal folicitude.

He reaibns, he pleads, he befeeches. " If there

be any confolation in Chrift," exclaims he with

warmth, " if any comfort of love, if any fellowlhip

of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye

my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the fame

love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let no-

thing be done through Itrife or vainglory, but, in

lowlinefs of mind, let each efteem other better than

themfelves." Pie was deeply concerned that by none

of them occafion of offence fhould be given to the

heathen; but that, on the other hand, their con-

dud (hould be exemplary, winning, and, by its fanc-

tity, fhould illudrate the purifying tendency of the

new opinions which they had imbibed > and illuf-

trate the practicability and the beauty of the nev/

rules of life to which they had fubmitted :
—

' Do
all things without murmurings and difputings,

that ye may be blamelefs and harmlcf>, the fons

of God without rebuke, in the midft of a crooked

and perverfe nation, among whom ye fliine as

lights in the world, holding forth the word of life.'*

Thefe words offer to our minds two interefting

topics of religious meditation. The firfl:, Ihe of-

fice or ilation in which Chrillians are placed : they

are the " lights of the world in the jnidil of a

crooked and psrverfe nation." The fecond. The
manner in which they Ihould fulfil the duties of this

ftat'on : they are required to " flnne, by holding

forth the word of life, and by doing all things

without murmurings and difputings."

Let me befpeak your candid and affe6lionate no-

tice, while, v/ith piirticular reference to the object

on which we are affcmblcd, I fnall endeavour, in

deptJidence on the only wife God our Saviour, to

fhed iome fcriptuial light on thefe topics.

We lift up our eves

I. To
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I. To the ftation In which Chriflians are placed.

They are '' lights in the world, in the midfl of a

crooked and perverfe nation." The men who are

deftitute of the Gofpel, are in a ftate of darknefs

and mifery truly deplorable. They are without

God in the world. They walk in the vanity of

their mind. They are ahenated from the life of

God through the ignorance that is in them, becaufe

of the blindnefs of their heart. In regard to the

fpirituality of the divine nature ; the fandity and
the extent of God's law ; the method of obtaining

the remiffion of fms that are pait through his for-

bearance ; and the certainty of the world beyond
the grave—darKnefs covers the earth, and grofs

darknefs the people. The few, the feeble, and the

fcattered rays which the refearches of the ftudious

and the fequeftered among them, called philofophy,

fhed on the human eftate, were by nomeans powerful

enough to diffipate the gloom. We are taught con-

cerning thofc men, by an authority v/hich cou^d not

err, that, " profeffing themfelves X) be wife, they

became fools, and changed the glory of the incor-

ruptible God into an linage made like to corrupti-

ble man, clianged the truth of God into a lie, and
worfhipped and ferved the creature more than the

Creator, who is blelfed lor ever."

This degraded (late of the human mind, in re-

gard to religion, in the men who eighteen ages

ago lived in Italy and in Greece, and who, at the

fame time, in arts and arms fl:ione with unequalled

fplendour on the earth., is lound to be the fame at

this advanced period of the world on the plains of

Indoftan, on the banks of the Gambia, and in the

illands of the Southern Sea. The di (temper,

thereiore, evidently lodges in the very nature of

man, and arifes not from the policy of lawgivers,

or the ambition of priefts.

An ignorant is ever a crooked and perverfe na-

tion : they are " the dark places of the earth, which
H 2 are
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are full of the habitations of cruelty.'* It uas in

the region of darknefs that confufion and wild mif-

rule prevailed. " The earth was without form,

and voidj and darknefs was upon the face of the

deep." When God created light, he immediately-

introduced order and regular fubordination. It is

fo in the moral world too. When God by the

Gofpel gives Ught to them that fit in darknefs and

in the lliadow of death," he at the fame time
" guides their feet into the way of peace."

A " crooked nation" denotes a race of men
whofe hearts and conduct lie not clofely or evenly

with the divine rule of rectitude, but which are

warped this way or that way. Sometimes the de-

praved workings of the mind are bent outwards by

pride, leading to the contempt of others ; fome-

times, in the oppofite direction, by vanity, the

luft of being feen and applauded, leading men fer-

vilely, and often at the expence of a good confci-

ence, to court the approbation of others. At one

time the heart is bent downwards by covetoufnefs,

the intemperate love of earthly gain ; at another

time it is criminally relaxed, and rebounds into the

oppofite extreme, the fpirit of thoughtlefs profu-

iion and extravagance. The corrupt mind departs

from the line of rectitude this day by unbelief of

the teflimony of the God of truth ; the next day,

by the mod credulous confidence in man who is a

lie, and the fon of man who is deceit. But in no

inflance do the natural and prevailing defires of

the human heart lie evenly with the prefcnt rule

of God's law. " Their feet," fays the Prophet,
*' run to evil, and they make hafle to fhcd inno-

cent blood : their thoughts are thoughts of ini-

quity ; wailing and deftruction are in their paths.

The way of peace they know not ; and there Is no

judgment in their goings : they have made theni

crooked parhs -, whofuevcr goeth therein fhall not

know peace."

The
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The word here rendered " crooked" is elfewhere

tranflated '^untoward," Acls, ii. 40. "Saveyour-
felves from this untoward generation ;" and denotes

difpofitions difficult to manage, obftiriate, froward,

and which are oppofite to thole which arc good and
gentle. In this ienie the Apoftle Peter ufes the

word, 1 Epiille, ii. 18. *^ Servants be fa bject to

your maiiers with all fear ; not only to the good
and gentle, but alfo to the froward." This accep-

tation carries our thoughts to the carnal mind as en-

mity againfl God, as not fubjecl to his law, nor

which indeed can be. This untoward nefs of tem-

per will induce a man to fliut his eyes againfl the en-

trance of divine light; to refifl the force of evi-

dence ; and thereby to grieve the good fpirit of

God, who by the Scriptures of truth, is the fpirit

of wifdom and revelation in the knov/ledge of

Chrift.

The term, " crooked," implies alfo the wind-

ing, evafive, and deceitful manners, which men
have learned of the old ferpent ; and which, under

the fpecious names of prudence, management, ad-

drefs, carry afide their minds from " the fimplicity

which is in Chrift ," from " the truth of the Gof-

pel ;'* and tempt them in the great bufmefs of re-

ligion, to " compafs God'' and the cauie of God
" about with lies."

A '' perverfe" generation, is a generation turned

afidefrom the right way of God's commandments,
to the devious paths of iniquiiy. Of this fort, are

the multitudes who are " perverted'* from dutiful

fubje6tion to God as their King, to the moil fervile

bondage of the luff of the flelh, of the luft of the

eye, and of the pride of life. Of this fort are

thofe alfo, who '' have turned away from the faith"

of Chrilf, into the dark, cold, and cheerlefs re-

gions of infidelity ; thofe whole hearts are pervert-

ed from the love of God's favours as their all-fuf-

ficient portion, to the love of this prcfent world ;

thofe
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thofe who are turned afide from "the luminous and
heavenly path of the righteous, to the dark, en-

fnaviiig, and ruin us paih of the ungodly.

In this undefirable and hazardous fituation were
the Chrifiiaiis at Philippi, formerly, and in a fimi-

lar fi-oation are Chriitians now placed. Thefe
dwell, it is crue, among a people who have been
baptized But, alas ! how few of them give rea-

foniiuie evidence, that they are baptized \^Ith the

fpirit of Chrilt, Multitudes, who have the form
of godliners, feem, if the prevailing tenourofthe
lii'e indicate the (tate of the heart, to be defiitute

of its power. Of our ownfelves have arifen men
fpeaidng per/erle things, to draw away difciples

afier them. Thefe are the men w'ho labour to ob-

icure the uncreated glories oi the Saviour's perfon,

degrading him to a God or no reputation ; the

mei) who labour to deflroy the efficacy of his aton-

ing olood, by reducing it to the level of David's

gruaniii.^s and Jeremiah's t-m^ ; the men who la-

bour to diminiih the neceffity of Gods fpirit on
the human mind, in illuminating the darkened, in

fupporiing the feeble, in quickening the dead.

But, fliould we lift our eyes beyond the narrow
frontier of the Proteflant church, we Ihall behold
the reli of mankind (lumbling on the dark moun-
tains ; enllaved, in Popilli regions, to the alTumed

authority of man over the confcience ; defiled with

the pollutions, or hardened by the barbarous and
ferocious principles of Mahomed ; led captive, in

heathen lands, by the Devil at his plcaiure j fold

under fin.

in the mldil of this morally dark, crooked, and
perverfe generation of men, hath the God of hea-

ven in great mercy to them, placed the difciples

of his Son, as " lights in the w^orld.*' The ori-

ginal word rendered 'Mights," it is fuppofed by
Saurin, is b.^rro^vcd from the cekbrared tower,

built at the mouth of the Nile, on which a bright

flame
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flame was kept conftantly burning during the night,

for the guidance of (hips as they entered the har-

bour of Alexandria. Human life is likened to the

navigation of a boiilerous fea. The night is dark,

the tempefl of the iky prefles heavily on them, the

harbour is ill knov/n, the entrance narrow and dif-

ficult. In great compaifion to the fons of men,
thus ready to perifh, the merciiul father of the hu-

man race, the God of falvation, hath, in the Gof«

pel church raifed a pillar, and on its fum.mit en-

kindled " the fliiiiing of a flaming light," the

blaze of heavenly truih, to guide the endangered

m.ariner, to prelerve him from lliipwreck, to bring

him fiifely into the harbour of celeitial blefredneis.

This elevated light had, for a feries of four thou-

fand years, been receiving gradual accellions of
llrength. But it was not till the time of the

preaching of Jefus Chrifi:, and of his Apoftles, that

it flione forth in all the perfedion of its effulgence.

Then was heard in Galilee the glad voice, a voice

never before heard when any of God's prophets

began their miniPcry, " /-wife, fliine, for thy light

is come, and the glory of the Lord is rifen upon
thee.'"' As the echo of truth to this heavenly tef-

timony, Jefus, v.'hile he preached to the people ex-

claimed, " I am the light of the worlds he that fol-

loweth me fnall not walk in darknefs, but fliall

have the light of life." In his public miniflry,

and in his holy converfation, men beheld every ray

of intelledual and moral excellence meeting in the

happiefl: aflemblage, and forming the glory which
fuits the only begotten of the Father ; the glory of

him in whom are hid treafures of wifdoni and
knowledge ; of him, in whom dwells all the fui-

nefs of the Godhead, bodily. Vv^hat Jacob, there-

fore, had, many ages ago, foretold in obfcure pro-

phecy, concerning ^' Shiloh, to whom the people

fhould be gathered ;" what David, afterwards, in

myltcrious numbers, had lung to the accompany-
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ing found of his harp, concerning the wonderful

man, *^ his fon and his Lord, whofe heart, like

wax, (liould melt in the midft of his bowels, whofe
hands and whofe f<-.et fhould be pierced ;" what
Ifaiah, at a flill later period, had predicted, con-

cerning " the man of forrows who fhould be cut

oil out oF the land of the living, and, yet, who
fhould prolong his days and fee his feed"—thefe,

with every other part of the opening plan of re-

demption, did he and the holy apoflles, on whom
his enlightening fpirit relied, explain, unfold, dif-

play, in all their fulnefs, and thus conrummate re-

velation of God. Since his departure to glory, he

hath left the h.eavt^nfy light which fliines in- the

Holy Scripture, in the care of his church. It is

her province, her dignity, and her happinefs, to

piirferve this light in its primitive purity and with

it to illumine the nations. This carries forward

our thoughts

11. To the manner in which the church of Chrifl

fhould fulfil the duties of her high Ifati'.^n, She is

required to ^" ihlne, by holding forth the word of

friiih, and by doing all things without murmur-
ings and dilputings."

The words *' ye fhine,' may be rendered impe-

ratively '' fhine ye," and will then explicitly inti-

mate the Chriftian's duty. This duty, hov/ever,

is plainly deducible from the words in their preient

form, as the divinely approved condu6t of a church,

hath in it the force of a law. In order that the

thurch may fhine, it is indifpenfibly requifite that

file herfelf be enlightened with Scriptural views of

divine truth ; i\nd be irradiated with the beauties

of holinefs, the mild attraclive luftre of the image
of Chrill. Nor is this mental illumination to be

confined to ihe prielthood. *' Ye were fometimes

darkncfs," fays Paul to the faints at Ephefus and
the faithful in Chriit Jefus, '^ but now are ye," as

well as your bifliops and deacons, " light in the

Lord.
'
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Lord." The church being herfelf enlightened, is

qualified to enlighten them that fit in darknefs and
in the Ihadow of death.

This is done ^' by holding forth the word of

life."

The Gofpel of Chrifl is denominated ^' the

word of life" on feveral accounts. It reveals fpi-

ritual and eternal life. to men, more fully than any
preceding miniftration. " Life and immortality

are brought to light through the Gofpel." To
preach the Gofpel, is, in the language of the angel

of the Lord, *' to fpeak to the people all the words
of this life." It is the inftrument of conveying

fpiritual and eternal life to the foul. The Gofpel

was written '' that men might believe that Jefus is

the Chrift, the Son of God, and that believing,

they might have life through his name." It is '* the

incorruptible feed" of fpiritual life, ''which liveth

and abideth for ever." " Of his own will hath

God begotten" regenerated men '^ with the words
of truth." " The words," faid Jefus, " that I

fpeak unto you, they are fpirit and they are life."

As a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, the

Gofpel direfts us to the enjoyment of life. Its

promifes and examples quicken and enliven our
fpirit s.

It {hould ever be remembered, therefore, that it

is " the word of life," which, as elevated hghts in

the world, the Minifters of Chrifl are to hold

forth to men. It was neither the conclufions of

the philofophy of Greece, nor the interpretations of

Rabbinical erudition which Paul preached among
the Gentiles, but '' the unfearchable riches of

Chrift.'' Degraded then muft be the ftate of his

underftanding, and vitiated his tafte, who, in his

public miniftrations, prefers the mixed ftream of

human wifdom beTore the pure lucid fountain of

heavenly truth. *•' Is it not, faid the indignant pro-

phet to the King of Samaria, is it not becaufe there

I is
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is not a God in Ifrael, that thou fended to enquire

of Beelzebub the God of Ekron ?' Is it, may we
fay to this preacher, is it becaufe there is not a

prophet of God in the Gofpel church, even that

prophet " on whom the Spirit of the Lord refled,

the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, the fpirit of

knowledge and of the fear of the Lord, that thou

goeft to bend the fuppliant knee for inftruclion, at

Lyceum, at Tufculanum, at the Portico of Athens,

or in her Academic groves? Is it becaufe the

Chriflian believer is not " complete in Chrifl, in

whom it hath pleafed the Father that all fulnefs

Ihould dwell ; in whom dwelleth all the fulnefs

of the Godhead bodily," that thou fhouldeft expofe

thine underflanding to the hazard of being fpoiled

through philofophy and vain deceit?"

Neither is it the decrees of aflemblies, convo-

cations, or councils, that the Miniflers of religion,

as elevated lights, hold forth to the darkened world.

There may be much truth in thefe, but there may
be much error too; while in "the word of life"

there is no darknefs at all. The faith of a Chriflian

relleth folely on '• the foundation of the Apoflles

and Prophets, Jefus Chrifl himfelf being the chief

corner ftone." Let not good men, however, who,
from confcience are attached to the particular views

of " the Holy Scriptures," which are given in fucli

decrees of uninlpired men, decline to afTociate with

us in *^ holding forth the word of life ' to the Hea-

then : as if our defign were to confound all dif-

tindions of religious opinion, or to deride and
infult with names of ill repute, the honed fcruples

of a tender and enquiring mind. Art thou, my
brother, inclined to approve of that particular form

of church-ordcr which is know/n bv the name of

Epifcopal, or Independent, or Prefbyterian ? We
invire thee to come and allid us with thy counte-

nance, thy counftl, thy prayers, and a reafonable

meafurc
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meafure of thy fubftance, while we are employed
in fending the word of life, the oracles of God, to

the Heathen, and affuredly all the Epifcopacy, all

the Independency, and all the Prefbyterianifm that

he hath put in them. This *' word of life," this

good, this perfect gift, which hath come down from
the Father of lights,—the niiffion of this forms the

central, the uniting point of all our exertions. Its

inimenfe magnitude aroufes our zeal, and, by
God's grace, will fuftain, purify, and exalt it.

The church of Chrifl:, and particulaj-ly her Mi-
nifters, hold forth the word of life to men, by pre-

ferving the oracles of God in their primitive pu-
rity and fulnefs, by tranflating them into the lan-

guages of the nations, and pronijoting their exten-

five circulation. This is done alfo in thofe public

miniilrations in which the word of life is read,

its doclrines expounded, its promifes held up to

the hopes of the guilty and the perifhing, its holy

laws inculcated, its examples of goodnefs illuftrated

and prefled on the imitation of redeemed men.
As unwearied efforts are made by the prince of
darknefs to obfcure the light of the Gofpel, the

Miniders of Jefus will be required to be daily in-

ftant in counterading thefe efforts by holding out
the woid of life, Are there baptized men at home
who are in darknefs as to the true character of the

Saviour's perfon ? The church holds forth the

word of life to thefe m.en, in which they may read

concerning Jefus ChriPc, that '' he is the brightnefs

of the Father's glory, and the exprefs image of his

perfon; that he upholdeih all things by the word
of his power ; that by him were all things created

that are in heaven, and that are in earth, vifible

and invifiblc, whether they be thrones, or domini-
ons, or principalitiae, or powers; that all things

were created by him, and for him ; and that by him
all things confifl."—Are there among us men who
are in darknefs in regard to the perfeclion of the

I 2 Saviour's
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Saviour's atonement for fin ? The church holds

forth the word of life to their underftandings, in

which they are taught " that the Lord laid on him
the iniquities of us all ; that he his own felf bare

our fins in his own body on the tree ; thatj through

the eternal Spirit, he offered himfelf, without fpot,

to God, to purge our confcience from dead works

;

that, by one offering, he hath perfeded for ever

them that are fandified."—Are there among us

men liable to make fliipwreck of their falvation by

running on the dangerous fhoal of earthly^minded-

nefs ? The church holds forth the word of life to

them, in which they may read thefe divine warn-

ings :
^^ Love not the world, neither the things

that are in the world. If any man love the world,

the love of the Father is not in him. They that

will be rich fall into temptation and a fnare, and

into many foolifh and hurtful lulls, which drown
men in deftru6tion and perdition. For the love of

money is the root of ail evil ; which while Ibme
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themfelves through with many forrows."

While thefe awful warnings found in their ears,

the church, by the light of the lame word of life,

wall fhew to them the broken fragments of Ba-

laam's hopes, " who loved the wages of unrighte-

oufnefs," and of the hopes of Demas, who apofta-

tized from Chrifl, and forfook Paul through the

love of this prefent world.—Are there among us

men in danger of rufhing on the prominent point-

ed rock of pride and haughtinefs of fpirit ? The
church will hold forth the word of life to them, in

which they may read fuch humbling thoughts as

thefe :
'^ God rcfifteth the proud, but giveth grnce

unto the lowly. A proud look is an abomination to

the Lord. Pride goeth before deihudlion, and a

haughty fpirit before a fall. The lofty looks of

man (hall be humbled, and the haughtinefs of men
fhall be bowed down, and the Lord alone fnall be

exalted
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exalted in that day/' By the light of this word
the church will alfo iliew to them the wretched

fortunes of Satan, of Pharaoh, and of others who
perifhed en this rock.—Are there among ns men
in danger of running on the concealed quickfands

of hypocrify and diffimulation ? The church holds

forth the word of life to them, in which they read

that ^' all things are naked and open to the eyes

of him with whom we have to do. That the eyes

of the Lord are in every place, beholding the" evil

and the good. That the Lord fearcheth all hearts,

and underftandeth all the imaginations of the

thoughts/' By the light of this word, the church

will (hev/ to them the miferable remains of Ananias,

of Sapphira, and of other hypocrites in Zion,

floating around.

The church, in holding forth the word of life

to the endangered mariner, exhibits to him the

examples of thofe alfo who have efcaped thefe fands

and rocks ; the example of Mofes, who efcap-

ed the (hoal of worldly-mindednefs by eMeeining

(he reproach of Chrift greater riches than all the

treafures of Egypt. The example of David, who
efcaped the hidden fands of hyp. crify by " fetting

the Lord always before him." The example of

Paul, who efcaped the rock of fpiritual pride by
jufl views of his own utter infufficiency, and of hi?

entire dependence on the ail-fufficient grace of

Chriil.

But not to the native lands of her prefent chil-

dren ought the church to confine her efforts of illu-

mination. The beams of heavenly truth emanated
from Mount Zion to penetrate to all the ends of the

earth ; but, looking abroad on the preft^nt (late of

the world, we behold the fliadov^'s of the evening

dretched over Popidi lands. I'hick darknefs enve-

lopes the regions of the Arabian impoftor. The
nations beyond are in the blacknefs of darknefs.

The very light is as darknefs. Let the church,

therefore.
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therefore, hold forth, by the long arm of mliTion-

ary miniflrations, the word of life to them. They
are even ignorant of the harbour of happlnefs. But

in holding forth the word of life to them, they will

Itarn thai " in God's favour is life i that his lov-

ing-kiHclntis is better than life; that in his pre-

fence is fuir.efs of joy, anJ at his right hand plea-

fures for evermore." They are utter ftrangers to

the way which leads to the harbour. Bui in the

word of life which the church holds out to them,

they will read the fure teflimony of the Son of

God, who favs to them, '* I am the way, the

truth, and the life ; no man cometh to the Father

but by me :" the tefiimony of his Spirit, who will

inform them that " there is no name but that of

Chrifl given under heaven among men, whereby we
mud be faved." In the midfb of much guilt, on ac-

count of the perpetration of crimes at which the hu-

man heart revolts with abhorrence, they are ftrangers

to the facrifice by which alone human guilt is ex-

piated. But by holding forth the word of life to

them, they will read the glad tidings of propitia-

tion for fin in the wounds, tears, groanings,

agony, and death of the Lamb of God ; the Lamb
of God who takcth away the fm of the world, and

who gave himfelf a ranfom for ali, to be tefliified

in due tiir-e. While their minds lie under the

curfe of God's law, wdiich is ihe flrength of fin,

the foul, the ferocious, the conflitling paflions of

the corrupt heart will prevail with unhallowed

fway Their fouls will be like the troubled fea

when it cannot reft, whofe waters cafl up mire

and dirt. Ardenr and fcorchiiig are the vertical

funs w liich burn up the deferts of the land of Ham
j

furious and defolating are their tornados ; fatal to

human life are their dipfas, their fcorpions, their

horned cerafles ; but more feorching to the

foul, and confuming of her happinefs, more de-

folating of focial order and joy, more poil'onous

to
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to their peace, are jealoufy, rage, revenge, unbrid-

led luft, and the other unfubdiied tempers of the

depraved mmd, the fires of which, enkindled of

hell, are fanned by their climate and the forms of

their government. To them^ therefore, let the

church hold foith the vi^ord of life, in which they

will find that in the new covenant provifion is made
for the mtrodudion of the reign of holinefs and
peace, of righfeoos mann-rrs, and the gentlencfs of

Chriii: ; the blefled age in which inftead of the

thorn (hall come the fir trcc^, ?.nd inilead of the

brier fliail come up the myrtle-tree ; the bleireci age

in which men diall not hurt nor deftroy in ail

God's holy mountain, the earth being full of the

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the fea.

When the benign ligiit of this word of life is intro-

.

duced into the dark recefTes of the foul, it vv^ill, by
the accompanying pov/er of God, chace au^ay and
put to perpetual reproach thofe coverous and cruel

difpofitions, under the influence of w'iich men
make merchandize of men. The niiferies of fo ex-

ecrable a traffic can ill be concrived by thofe who
have never feen the chain, nor lieard the groanings

of the prifoner. B-.u Chriftianity carries in her

very genius the efFeClual remedy. The nature of

man, fhe v/ill teach them, hath been too highly

honoured in its affumption by the divinej in the

perfon of the Son of God, ever to be bought and
fold like the beafts of .the field. The man who
loves his neighbour as himfelf. and v/ho is required,

after the exair.ple of his Saviour, to lay down his

life for his brother, will never, never, from avarice

or revenge, bi:;d that brother in fetters of iron,

and put into his hand a cup of gall and of v;orm.-

wood.
While thefe unhappy aliens from the family of

God are thus a prey to the outrageous paifions of

the unregenerated mind, and eat the bitter bread

of mifery, they are, at the fame time, utterly def-

tltute
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tuute of ihe confolations which God's promifes in

the Gofpel, and which the hopes of eternal Ufe,

fupply to the btrllcver in Jefus. But by holding

forth the word ot life to them, the church of Chrifl:

condudls them lo the river which makes glad the

city of our God— the water of life, which is con-

veyed to men in the promifes of the Divine pre-

fence, of fupport, of protection, of nourilhmenr,

and of the inheritance beyond the grave, which is

incorruptible, undefikd, and which fadeth not

away.

Nor let us dare to entertain an idea fo reproach-

ful to the liate of religion in the Chriitian church

as to fufped that there will be wanting men en-

lightened, compaflionate, and courageous, to hold

forth, by their own perfonal miniilrations, this word
of life to the Heathen. Our cup of fpiritual pri-

vileges and benefits runneth over ; and fl^all not our

thiilly African brother be permitted to drink with

us ? Doth not the condition of their foulscafta wilh-

ful earned look towards this illumined land, and in

the look convey the pathetic defire, '* Oh, that one

would give us to drink of that water of the well of

Bethlehem r" And fhall there be found in all the

garrifon of the circumcifed no man of mighty

mind, (trong in the Lord, to break through the

hoff of real or imaginary dangers, and carry the

living waters to their parched lips ? Have we our-

felves obtained peace through the blood of the

crofs, and purity through the wafhing of regene-

ration, and can we fee the anguifli of their fouls,

and not haften to them with relief? Shall myriads

of thefc Ions of the ilrangers perifh in their fins

without one elTort on our part to fave them ? Oh
for large meafures of thefpirit of the ApofUe Paul

!

" The love of Chrifl," faid he, " confhains me'*

—it bears me away before it. The love of eafe,'

and of honour from men would have kept him at

ignoble anchorage all his life in Jeiufalem 5 but at

the
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the call of his Saviour were unfurled all the facul-

ties of his great mind, and the love of his Re-
deemer, who bought him with his blood, iiliing tbofe

faculties, bare him away far, far from home among
the Gentiles to encounter every florm, richly laden

with the bleflings of the Gofpel of peace— bleffings

in value unfpeakably fuperior to the gold of Ophir,

the topaz of Ethiopia, the myrrh, the frankincenfe,

and all the fpices of the merchant. Was his con-

duct here to be afcribed to the power of blind im-

pulfe, or unaccountable impreflions ? Quite the

reverfe. For, though his heart was warm and

animated, every thing in his underftandln-j^ was
regular, rational, and ferene. *' We thus judge,"

faid he, " that if one died for all, then were all

dead : and that he died for ail, that they who live,

fliould not henceforward live to themfelves. but

unto him who died for them, and rofe again.''

Unbelief and jealoufy of the Divine favour freeze

the.aiTeclions, and, like the northern blaft of ap-

proaching winter on the trees of the forefi, detrude

the heavenly juices of the foul ; but the ]o\ e of

Chriii:, believed and felt, as the returning fun . of

Spring, calls up into action all the powers of the

mind, fets every benevolent principle aiioat, brings

forward this man's llrength of uriderftanding, that

man's zeal of heart, the wife counfels of one, the

friendly cautions of another, the lively co-opera-

ting exertions of all ; clothes, beautifies, and loads

the church with the fruits of goodnefs.

But if we would hold forth the word of life,

either in our public minillrations at home, or in

our miiiionary efforts abroad, confidently, grace-

fully, and by God's blefiing effedually, we our-

felvcs muft be irradiated, our perfonal deportment

beautified with holinels and peace. It is in the

higheil: meaiure defirable, that while we recom-
mend the Gofpel to others as the Inflrument of

transforming the heart and introducing peace

K among
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amon(T men, that our own hearts fhould have felt

that transforming^ power, and we ourfelves be the

f ns of peace. '' Do all things without murmur-
ings and difputings" and thereby approve your-

felves to be " blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons of

God, without rebuke."
'* Murmurings and difputings" are the foul ri-

fmgs of the difcontented, refllefs^ and factious

mind, either againfl: the government of God, or

the wife and upright conduft of men. Thefe are

ulcers which corrode the heart, and which make
the breath olfenfive as an open fepulchre The
feeds of murmurings and difputings are fown in our

very nature- " Do ye think that the Scripture faith

in vain, the fpirit that dwelleth in us lufleth to en-

vy ?" Envy at a brother's talents, at his acceptance

in the churches, at his dillinguifhed zeal and fuc-

ccfs in aiw good work, will nourifli this murmur-
ing and factious temper. Now where envying and

llrife is, there is confufion and every evil work.

Vanity, or the luft of being noticed, will create

inward jealoufies of being overlooked and not duly

honoured ; of our importance being funk, and our

alli (lance not courted. Hence alfo murmurings
and difputings- The kid: of being uppermoft, dif-

turbed even the family of the meek and lowly Re-

deemer, i^nd produced murmurings and difputings.

" There aroCe,'' fays the hidorian, " a reafoning,"

or difputing, '•' among them, v/hich of them fliould

be greateiL.'* Undue attachment to matters lefs

clearly revealed, or in their nature of fmaller im-

portance, leads the miud of the weak and the in-

temperate to murmurings and difputings. It may
poiiibly be a device of Satan, at this time, to fan

the flame of unfcriptural zeal for the tithing ol

mint, cummin, and anifc, that, by dividing our

hearts and weakening our exertions, the weightier

matters of the law may not be lent to the Hea-
then.

'' Do
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" Do all things without murmurings and dif-

putings ;" alk of God, from whom cometh down
every good and perfect gift ; cultivate in your own
minds, and examplify in your conduQ, a frame of

fpirit which is placid, forbearing, and peaceful.

Thefe tempers will impart dignity and luflre to any

character. They bring us nearer to- the Son of

God, who, with an unruffled mind endured much
contradiction againft himfelf, and who hath taught

his IVlinifters, *' that the fervant of the Lord mull

not drive, but be gentle unto all men, patient, in

meeknefs inftrucling thofe that oppofe them-

felves '* Now the bed fecurity for the perma-

nency of our vaunted union among ourfelves, is

our union in temper and difpofition to the temper

and difpofition of the Son of God. The nearer

our hearts approach to him, the more clofely fhall

we cleave to each other, and the more effedtually

fhall we exclude thofe turbulent principles which

would create murmurings and difputings among us.

It might therefore be a profitable exercife in the

management of this great work, often to afk our-

felves, how is it likely that the Son of God would

feel, would fpeak, would act, would endure con-

tradiction on fuch an occafion ? We are his difci-

ples, juft in the proportion in which we are actu-

ated by his fpirit and bear his image. His image,

in the exercife of thefe calm, acquiefcent, and
peaceful tempers, will brighten our own perfonal

conduct, will conciliate the efteem and fecure the

co-operation of good men, while we are engaged

in holdin out the word of life to others. Fhus

purfuing the grand object of our allbciation with

vigour, and with ardour tempered and regulated

by principles of moderation and peace we (hall

approve ourfelves to be " blamelefs/' having not

only the teftimony of our own confcience, but the

witnefs of all difcerning and candid men, to our

fmiplicity and godly fmcerity. We fhall approve

K 2 ourfelves
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ourfelves to be *' harmlefs" men of inoffenfive

inanners ;
'* the fons of God without rebuke," the

unblemifhed or unfpotted children of the God of

peace, born of God, created after him in know-
ledge, righteoufnefs, and true holinefs.

Should temptations to murmurings and difput-

ings, in an evil hour, alfault our weak minds, let

us ftudy, in dependance on the grace of God, to

poflefs our fouls in patience and in peace. The
wrathful tt^mpers of men work not the righteouf-

nefs of God, and, in the event, may greatly hin-

der the difiemination of divine truth and the con-

verfion of the Heathen. 'I o facritice on thefe pol-

luted altars the caufe of their falvation, would be

a horrible human facrifice indeed : a facrifice with

which God might juflly mingle the blood of the

facrir.cer. From fuch a thought the mind turns

with fear and trembling. We take hold of the

paths of forbearance and peace. We breathe after

the wifdom from above, which is pure, peaceable,

gentle, eafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good

fruits, without partiallry and without hypocrify.

Let us, therefore, follow after the things which

make for peace, while we Itrive together, for the

fuith of the Gospel, that its found may go through

all the earth, its words to the end of the world,

and nothing may be hid from its light and heat.

Pinally,

My honoured Fathers and Brethren, be perfecV,

be of good comfjTt, be of one mind, live in peace,

and the God of love and peace (hall be with you.

May you long Ihine as CieVated lights in the world,

holding forth the word of life to them who are in

darknefs and in dr:ath ; and afterwards, tianflated

into a more luminous hemifphere, may you fliine

in perfonal purity and blcirednefs, as the brightnefs

of the firmament, and as the ftars, for ever and

evei ! Anitn.



THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL.

SERMON IIL

PREACHED

BEFORE THE MISSlOXART SOCIETT,

AT TOTTENHAM COURT CHAPEL,

May 11, 1797,

By the Rev. ISAAC NICHOLSON,

Trefidcnt of the late Countefs of Huntingdon s ColUge at

CheJJiunt, Hertfordjhire,





SERMON III.

REVELATIONS, XIV. 6.

And Ifaw another angel fly in the midft of heaven^

having the everlafting Gofpel to preach to them that

dwell on the' earthy and to every nation^ and kin-

dred, and tongue ^ and people.

jL he fabjed of angels is, I am confcious a fub-

jedt of difficulty. The propriety, however, of a

partial difcuffion of it is fo obvious and manifeft,

that, though unequal to the tafk, I cannot decline

the attempt. In attending to this part of my thefis,

I am determined to hold in, with a tight rein and
Heady hand, vain curiofity and an excurfive ima-

gination, le(t like Icarus I foar too high, or like

Phaeton fmk too low.

The objects of my reflraint were the exuberant

fources from which the errors of antient heretics

and Popifh fchoolmen, on the do6trine of fpirits,

invariably flowed. In the gratification of thefe

they deviated from the beaten track of truth, and,

confequently, wandered endlefsly in the wilds

of heterodoxy.—By adopting a line of condud
diredly the reverfe of their's, viz. by adhering

clofelv
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clofely to the written word as my way, not only

the difficulty and danger attending the difquifition

of" my fubjeclwill be confiderably diminifhed ; but

my progrefs will be rendered^ if not perfectly eafy,

at lead abfolutely fafe : for, as the immortal Owen
juftly obfcrves, *' If we go not befide it, and if we
go not beyond it, we are as fafe when we treat of

angels as when we treat of worms." Seeing then

my way clear before me, under the light of the

meridian fun, I will enter immediately upon the

expofition of my text, which comprifes the four

following particulars

:

I. The object of John's vifion—a flying angel.

II. His furniture—the everlafling Goipel.

III. The end for which it was committed to him

—to preach it.

IV. Unto whom— to them that dwell on the

earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and

tongue, and people.

I. The objedl of John's vifion demands my im-

mediate attention. Keeping, then, in view the

Doctor's theological axiom, wherewith I finifhed

my exordium, I proceed to obferve, in oppofition

to a vulgar error, that the term angel is not de-

fcriptive of the nature of any particular order of

beings, but Iblely and exclufively expreflive of of-

fice. This fentiment (lands upon the ftrmeft bafis.

It is founded partly upon the etymology of the

correfpondent words in the Hebrew and Greek

tongues, and partly upon the mode of its applica-

tion in the Scriptures of truth. With refped to

the etymology of the oiiginal terms I will venture

to affirm, that there is not a fmatterer in biblical

learning, that does not know that they are both

verbal nouns, derived from roots that convey

the fmiple idea of delegation, without determining

any thing as to the nature of the beings to which

thev
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they are applied *. Our tranflators, evidently ac-

quainted with their proper notation, have on this

account frequently rendered them by the Englifli

word mefifenger, which, I contend, is the genuine

import of the term angel, wherever it occurs in the

volume of inipiration. As to the mode of its appli-

cation the intelligent readerof thegood word of God
cannot be in want of information. It is impoilible

for him not to perceive that it is indifcriminately

applied to beings divine and human, fimple and
compound, pure and impure ; and confequently

cannot be defigned to diftinguifh one particular or-

der of beings from another. This is one of thofe

many exprefiive names aflumed by the Divine

Saviour, with an intent to fhew his manner of adt-

ing towards the church of God. By this title he
was known under the Old Teflament difpenfation.

Invefted with the office which the honorary name
exprefles the evangelical prophet in vifion faw him,

and in language purely pathetic prefents him to the

view of the antient church. Ifa. Ixiii. 9. " In all

their afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel of

his prefence faved them : in his love and in his

pity he redeemed them ; and he bare them, and
carried them all the days of old." This angel

could not be a created fpirit ; for what is predi-

cated of him cannot be affirmed of Gabriel. He
is emphatically ftyled the angel of God's pre'ence,

or face ; but could, or did the church behold the

face of God in that of the mod glorious, celeftiai,

created Spirit, that ever aflumed human form, and

* This fentiment is confirmed by the criticlfm of the learn-

ed Parkhurlt upon the Hebrew word " Like the word ayyiXos

in Greek (whence angel in Enghfli) the Hebrew Tji^^D is

a word of office, and determines nothing as to the nature of

the being to which it is applied, whether it be rational or irra-

tional, animate or inanimate, or even divine and felf-exident,

or created.'*

L appeared
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appeared amongd men in the habiliments of a mor-

tal ? No. It is in the face of the Son, and /here only^

that we behold the face of the Father. '' God,
who commanded the light to (hine out of darknefs,

hath fliined in our hearts, to give the li;:^ht of the

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefus

Chrifl." 2 Cor. iv. 6. Befides, to him are

afcribed the falvatlon, the redemption, and the

prefervation of Urael But we are alTured from

the infallible tetlimony of the Spirit of truth, that

there is no falvalion for lofi fmners but in Chrilt,

no redemption for the captive exile but in him.

No prefervation for them that have no might but iu

him. From hence I infer that the angel of God's

face, who was the Saviour, the Redeemer, and Pre-

ferver of lirael, was no other than the Mefienger

of the Covenant, the Lord of Hofls. Clear and

exprefs as the atteflation of Ifaiah is, adduced in

proof of my pofition, I cannot forego the advantage

that is likely to refuk from the additional evidence

of fo decifive a witnefs as John the Divine. The
particular teftinK)ny, to which 1 allude, forms a

part of thofe glorious vifions wherewith the Pro-

phet was fo divinely favoured, when in the ifland

of Patmos, for the word of God and the tellimony

of Jefus, and reprefents the celeftiai envoy, in the

aft of his dc'cenfion, clad with a fleecy cloud, en-

circled as to his head wiih a rainbow, fhining as to

his face wiih all the luftre of yonder brilliant lumi-

nary, the f\m, that pours a Hood of day upon this

dark terraqueous globe, and illumines millions of

being<^ with bis potent rays, and dazzling the eyes

of the utoii'fiicd fpcdator with the unconceivable

brightnt.'s produced by his glowing feet, the exaft

refemblance of hery pillars. Rev. x. i. " And I

faw a-^ other mighty angel come down from heaven,

clothed vvifh a cloud, and a rainbow upon hi: head,

and Ills fi'^:e v-as as it were the fun, and his feet as

pillars of iire." Wliat think you, brethren.? Did
a created
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a created fpirit of the highefl: order fit for his like-

nefs when John drew this aftonifhing portrait ?

is thivS the picture of Tome archangel, fome bright

cherub, or flaming feraph ? Rather, is not uhis

the very image of that illuftrious Perfonage, at

whofe feet the inimitable limner, whiifl g:.zing on
the glories of his face, overcome with the iiiftre of

his eyes, and the radiance of his countenance fhi-

ning as the fun in his (trength, as expiring, pro-

Arate fell? Rev i. 13— 19. Compare the figure

of the Son of Man, pourtrayed there, with the

miniature painting of the mighty angel depided

here, and I am perfuaded that you will difcover fo

perfect a likenefs, as will produce the fulled con-

viftion that tfiey are not portraits of different be^

ings, but different portraits of the fame Divine

Being, finifhed by the fame pencil, with the fame

colours, but upon a different fcale. Grant this,

and my point is gained : Jefus Chrifl, the Son of

Man, is by ofEce an angel of God. That this

name, however, is not appropriate to the divine

perfon of the adorable Saviour, but common to

him and his miniftering fervanis of the human

kind is evident from the manner in which it is aji-

plied in the follov.'ing fcledt paffiige : Matt. xxiv.

30, 31. ** And then fhall appear the fign of" the

Son of Man in Heaven ; and then (hall all the

tribes of the earth mourn, and they fhall fee the

Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven in

power and great glory. And he fhall fend his

angels with the great found of a trumpet, and

they fnall gather his eled from the fc^ur winds,

from one end of heaven to the other *' That this

glorious appearance of the great God, even our

Saviour Jefus Clirid, in the clouds .of heaven,

the fubfequent pungent forrow of the tribes of the

earth, the miffion of angels, the found of the

trumpet, and the collection of the cholen of God
T 3

from
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from the uttermofl part of the earth to the utter-

most part of heaven, do not intend the perfonal

manifeftation of the Lord of life and glory, when
he fhall appear the fecond time without fm unto

falvation, is obvious from a portion of this context,

which preciftly afcertains the period of time within

which ihefe predided events fhould tranfpire.

** Verily 1 fay unto you, this p^eneration fhall not

pafs till all thefe things be fulfilled." This text is

the proper key to open the verfes which 1 have

adduced by way of proof. His illuflrious advent,

fudden, vifible, and irrefiftible as lightning, de-

figns the difplay of his power in the execution of

vengeance upon the nation of the Jews, and in

giving thefinifhing ffroke to the deflrudion of that

rebellious people, as alfo the bright manifeflations

of the glory of his grace in fetting up his kingdom
among the Gentiles. For this purpofe he fends

forth his angels wi h power and authority to blow
the great trumpet of the Gofi^el, in order to affem-

ble the perifhingand the outcads from every point

of the heavens. That thefe miflionaries of the

Lord Jefus were not fimple celeftial fpirits, but

men of like paflions with ourfelves, the facred hif-

tory puts beyond the fliadow of a doubt. By it

we are informed that his immediate followers re-

ceived a commiffion as wide as the world, that, in

obedience to the injunction of their divine Sove-

reign, they flew, like winged feraphs, to every

part of the then known habitable globe, that in

their flight they blew the trumpet of the everlaft-

ing Golpel, that the found iherfof went into all

the earth, and their words unto the ends of the

world, and that the glorious predided effect im-

mediately followed. The chofen of God were
colleded from the four winds, and liaiah's bold

word was literally verified, *' I was found of them
that fought me not, 1 was made manifeft unto

them
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them that afked not after me." Hence T conclude

that men, called to the minlftry of the Gofpel,

are by office angels of God. As the word Angd
is that name whereby created, pure, fimple fpirits

are generally diilinguiflied from creatures of a dif-

ferent nature, it will not be neceflary to produce

a fm^rle teflimonv with an intent to fhew that it

is appHed to them. One (hall fuffice relative to its

application to devils : " Know ye not that we (hall

judge angels r" i Cor. vi. 3. That the angels

which faints fliall judge are fallen fpirits or devils,

is a cafe fo clear as will not admit of a doubt.

Since then it appears that this is a name common
to the divine Saviour, to a certain deicription of

human beings^ to fimxple fpirits, pure and impure, I

conclude that it is not expreilive of the nature of

any particular order of beings, but lolely and ex-

clufively defcriptive of ofHce. Confequently this

is its import in the words of my text. That this

angel, or meifenger, the object of John's vifion,

was not divine, celeflial. or infernal, but human,
is a pofition capable of demonftration. It could

not be the mefien^er of the covenant, becaufe.the

heavens had received him half a century at lead

prior to this viiion ; and the v/ord that cannot be

broken declares, " that they mud retain him until

the times of the reilitution of all thinijjs." It

could not be a celeftial or infernal fpirit, becaufe

neither angel nor devil experimentally knows the

Gofpel of Jefus, confequently cannot preach it.

It follows, he mud he human. It is not equally

clear that he is numerically but one. On the other

hand, it is more than probable that this one angel

reprefents a coUedive body of the faithful Minif-

ters of Jefus, confiding of many members. The
extent of his commiflion is a powerful argument
to fupport this hypothefis. For it is not to be fup-

pofed
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pofed that God will fend the Gofpel of his Son
to all that dwell on the earth by a fingle nielTen-

ger. When the whole world is ripe for the har-

vefl, fhall the great Hufbandman fend but a fingle

reaper into the field ? Shall a folltury individual

cut down, bind up, gsther the whole fruit into the

barn, and fhout the harveft home ? No. Im-
menfe fhall be the number of thofe that fliall pub-

lifh the glad tidings of falvation to the univerfal

word—" The Lord gave the word, great was the

company of thofe that publifhcd it." The multi-

tude will be fo great, that John reprefents their

voice as the voice of many waters, ard as the voice

of a great thunder. The aptitude of thefe bold

poetic images to exprefs the power and force of

the united voices of this feled prepared number,
\vi\\ at once appear when we confider that it is

compofed of the round fum of 1 44,000 fealed fer-

vantsof God. That this is the number to an unit

that God will employ in carrying the glad tidings

of falvation to the ends of the earth I have no more
doubt than I have of my own exiftence. It is

worthy of obfervation that immediately after the

feled company was feen Aanding upon Mount
Sion, the everlafling Gofpel is preached to all the

earth, and that immediately after the fame prepa-

red number was fealed, Rev vii., there appeared

(he innumerable multitude called out of all na-

tions. I contend that they that iiiall preach the

Gofpel to all nations are the fi\me fele6l nuiribor

that iliall call the innumerable multitude out of all

nations; but the 144,000 fealed fervants of God
fhall execute that great work, therefore they fliall

preach the Gofpel to all nations The Spirit of

truth declares that this angel is to carry the Gofpel

to the ends of the earth ; therefore he reprefents

the fcltcl number, con fi fling of the 144,0:0 that

John
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John faw In vifion. Though it has been afTert-

ed that this angel has already taken flight*, I am
well perfuaded that he is not yet even fledged. It

is evident that the Gofpel fhall never be preached

to all nations whilH: the two witneiTes prophefy in

fackcloth. This they Ihall continue to do till the

bead: has not only overcome, but flain them. I

conjecture that this remarkable event will take

place about the year 1866. The Spirit of truth

pofitivcly alTerts that the tv.'o witneiTes fliail pro-

pheiy in fackcloth 1260 days, which are fo many
prophetic years. I conceive that this period com-
menced in the year 606, when the woman firft fled

into the wildernefs, the outer court was given

unto the Gentiles, and the holy city began to be
trodden under foot, for the fpace of forty- two
months f. Thefe events undoubtedly reprefent

unto us the commencement of Popery. Hiftory

aflfures us that Popery began in the year 6c6, when
that inf^\mcus afTafl-.n, Phocas, murdered the Em-
peror Mauritius

J
and conftituted Boniface the Third

Univerfal Bifhop. If we add 606 to 1 260 we fhall

have the year when the wirneffes flrail be flain.

They fliall lie dead three days and a half, after

which period they fliall arife and afcend to heaven.

Then the fpiritual reign of Chrifl (hall commence,
this angel fliali take flight, and the Gofpel fliall be

preached to the whole world. This is called an-

other angel in order to diflinguifli him from thofe

that had gone forth before him 5 but as none has

* He is fuppofcd hy fome to reprefent the Eaftei-n, by others

the Wr ftern Biiliops, afTembled in Council, the former at

Conftaiitinop'e in the year 754, the b.tter at Franckfort in the

year 794, and at Paris in the year 824, for the exprefs purpofe

of condemning image worfhip, and the adoration of angels

—

by others, the Italian, German, and Enghfn Reformers.

t Mulripiy 42 by 30, the number of days in a prophetic

month, jmo the producl: will be 1260, which is the fime nun^-

ber of veato that the two v/itnefles lliall prophefy in fackcloth.

been
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been mentioned fince tlie Commencement of this

vifion, I conceive that he is hereby diftinguiflied

from the lix an^-cls with trumpets, that had found-

ed before, and is no other than the feventh qngcl

that fhali ufher in the fpiritual reign of Chrift,

The flight of this angel denotes the going forth of

the felcd prt^pared number, by which ** The king-

doms of this world fhall become the kingdoms of

our Lord and of his Chrift." It intimates a!fo the

rapid progrefs of the glorious Gofpel. Swift as

the immortal Whitfield flew through the Britifh

dominions, fhall thefe meffengers of the Lord fly

through all nations, tribes, tongues, and people,

difFufmg the favour of the precious name of Jefus.

Swift as Gabriel flies, fwift as the arrow^ that cuts

the yielding air, fwift as the nimble dove or the

foaring eagle, fwift as found, as light, fliall the

word of God fly to the ends of the earth. It (liall

increafe and multiply, it fhall have free courfe and

be glorified. Thofe obftacles and obftrudions

that now oppofe its fpread, fliall then be removed

by the mighty God of Jacob. " For the weapons

of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through

God to the pulling down of ftrong holds, cafiirg

down imaginations, and every high thing that ex-

alteth itfclf againfl the knowledge of God, and

bringing into captivity every thought to the obe-

dience of Chiift." The united art, malice, and

power of Beelzebub fhall not be able to flop the

progrefs of this chofen band, with Jefus at their

head. The Captain of our falvation (hall mount
the white horfc of the everlalting Gofpel, and, at-

tended with this numerous hoil, fliall go forth

conquering and to conquer. They fhall carry his

vidlorious banner throuph the habitable world :

they fhail found, as they advance, the trumpet of

God, and the nations of the earth fhali bow to the

Prince of peace. Having difcuiTed the firfi parti-

cular
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cular, the obje6l of John's vilion, a flying angel,

I proceed to examine,

II. His furniture, viz. the everlaRing Gofpel.

The word Gofpel is a compound term, of

Saxonic derivation. Its component parts are two,

viz Spel, which intends a hiftory, narration, or

mefiage ; and Got or L os, good, which, as Junius

juftly obferves, admirably exprefs the force and
propriety of the original word *, which fignifies a

good meifage, glad tidings, or good or joyful news.

This definicion furnifbes us with an infallible cri-

terion, whereby we may diflinguifh between the

genuine Gofpel of Jefus, and that which h fpurious,

between the Miniiters of Chrift, and the meflen-

gers of Satan transformed into angels of light.

Nothing deferves the name but that which is really

good news or glad tidings to the mere finner, the

limply guilty Nothing can be good news to him
but that which prefents to him a fure ground of

hope, and lays a foundation for prefent peace,

firm and (table as the pillars of heaven. This the

apoftolic Gofpel does ; for it reveals the finifhed

work of the Crofs as an all-fufhcient bafis of peace

and comfort to the mo(t guilty and difconfolate, as

containing in itfelf every requifite for the jultifica-

tion of the ungodly. It makes known an everlafl-

ing righteoufnefs, a bleeding facrifice, a perfect re-

conciliation, a plenary fatisfadion, a plenteous

redemption, and a complete falvation. It reports

that an oflering, even Jefus, has been prefented,

the facrifice accepted, iniquity imputed, judgment
executed, the viftim (lain, its blood fhed, atone-

ment made, guile put away, tranrgrefhon finiflied,

wrath averted, the curfe removed, hell vanquiflied,

Paradife regained, fin condemned, and the church

redeemed. It declares in povveriul, but melodious

* ErjtyyiX/cv,

INI accents.
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accents, that there is hcahh Ih his ftripes, cure m
his wounds, peace in his blood life in his death

;

that blcflings flow freely, through the mean of his

curie, into the hearts of the curfed ; and that hea-

ven defcendeth from heaven into the fouls of the

rebellious through the hell that he fuffered. It

aver.^ that fuch is the perret^lion of his obedience,

the merit of his work, the elficacy of his blood,

and the power of his intercefiion, that " He is able

to fave to the very uttennofl all that come to God
by him," whether rude Barbarians, favage Scy-

thians, filthy Hottentots, or ferocious Jaggas *
^

yes, though they fhould be not only damnable, but

worfe than devilifh and more than brutal. It eftab-

lifhes the infinite dignity of his perfon, which

communicates fuch tranlcendent virtue to his pre-

cious death as renders it all-fuflrcient to expiate the

mod accumulated guilt, and to fave the moil hor-

rid tranfgreflbr. It fhews that his obedience to the-

divine law derives fuch infinite value from his peer-

lefs majefty and glory, as renders it not only om-
nipotent to judify the mod iniquitous, but to ele-

vate from the dunghill, the brothel, the prilon,

the gibbet, to thrones of glory, myriads of guilty

delinquents. The Gofpel funiifhes us with the

mod fatisfadory evidence of the fufficiency of the

Redeemer's work to fave the mod abandoned finner

on this fide fhe impadable gulf. This fad is con-

firmed by his refurre£lion from the grave, whereby

the infinite dignity of^his perlbn, the powerful vir-

tue of his facrifice, and the confummate perfedion

of his obedience unto death, are clearly dcmon-

**• The Jaggas nre a moft hlcody and favagl^,fet of men, whofe

territorifs extend 900 miles in length from Noith-Kafl to

South VVtll, along Matamba and Tknguela, in Atrica. They
have no graves for the dead hut the bellies of ihc living, who
eat the deceafed as foon as they expire. See iMiddktou's Geo-

graphy, under the woid Jaggas.

ftrated
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flrated. If Jefas had not been Immanuel, if his

facrifice had not been adequate to pur away the of-

fences of the church for which he bied ; if his

obedience had not been fufficiently meritorious to

jufHfy the unjuft, for whom he lived and for whom
he died, —Jehovah would have nianifefted his dif-

approbation of him and his work, by confining

him, as death's prlfoner, in the dun^^eon of the

grave. But the unitea attedations of God, angels,

and men, friends and foes, incontellibly evince

that he is not ihert-. but rifen from the dead. Such
is the natu e of that evidence, by which the im-
portant fad is eftablifhed, the import of which is,

that the work of rvidemption i.« fini(hed, according

to our Lord's appeal, John, xvii. 4. and that it is

'

fufficient of itfelf to bring faivation to loft and pe-

rifhing finnerSj in the milerable and Vv'retched cir-

cumftances under which he died,-—-to fmners laden

with iniquity, weary with the intolerable burden
of coHqded guilt, groaning under the dam.natory

fentence of a broken and violated covenant, en-

compaiTed with the forrows of death, and arreHed

with the pains of hell. To fuch, even to fuch

ruined, miferable, and for ever undone finners

without Chriit, the refurredion of God's Son and
man's Saviour, is an authoritative declaration that

the oifences for which he was delivered, in their

guilt, punifhment, eft;i6!:s and confequences, are

for ever put away—that the inmienfe and ruinous

debt of that iniolvent company, known by the

name of the Church of God, poitcd for bank-

ruptcy in the Gazette of Heaven, is paid by her

furety to the uttermofl farthing—thatjthe bitter

cup, full of the red unmixed wine of the fierce-

nefs of the v.rath of Almighty God, is drank by
her fubftitute to the very ialt drop—and that the

price of her redemption, all price beyond, which

Heaven's inexhauitible, exhaufted tund poured

M 2 forth
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forth upon the crofs even the infinitely precious
blood, and the al^foknely invaluable life of the
adorable friend oi Tinners, is not only available

for her complete deliverance from the law, from
fin, from death, and from hell, but that it is al-

ready accefyted in Hcuv. n for the purpofe. The re-

furred:ion of the Son of God, purely a doctrine of
divine revelation, which formed a principal part of
Apoftolic miniilraticns, when viewed in the fcrip-

tural light, appears of infinite, unparalleled, im-
portance : for, if the precious death of Jefus be
the price of our redemption, his fpotlefs obedience
the matter of our jultification. hfs refurre6lion Is

the p>oof that the church is redeemed by the firft,

and juftified by the laft. This fentiment is founded
upon the Apoftle's affertion, Rom. v. 2y '' He
died for our offences, and was raiftd again for our
judification." I do not apprehend that ungodly
Tinners were made jafl: by that divine ad of Jeho-
vah ; but thereby openly pronounced righteous,

I view it then as the folemn teflification of the

Three- One of the legal difcharge, open acquittal,

and public declarative juftification of Jefus, as the

head and reprefentativc of his chofen, and of them
hi him. It proves, even to demondration, that

juflice is fatisned ; it operates as a receipt in full

againft every demand of the law, and furniflies

every fenfible finner vith a fatishidory anfwer
againfl every accufation brought by Mofes, the devil,

or confcience. in the fight, and under the fenfe

of tranfgrefiions countlefs as the fand, lifing in our
view like Aipsheapc^d on Alps, and threatening to

overwhelm us in irretrievable ruin, the fulliciency

of Chrid's mediatorial work, as a fubllitutional

atonement for finners, lo fave the mod polkited

and proOigate, the mod worthlefs and vile, con-
firmed by his ,c;lorious refurredion, prcfents an in-

fallible ground of prefent peace and folid comfort,

and
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and therefore onftitutes an eilential part of the

everlafting Go^pd.
The ablblute fi'ccnefs of Cbrif>\> work for the

ufe of fmners, as fmners, is equally ciTential to the

glorious Gofpel of the bieffed God. If it be not

a matter of fad that Jefus Chrid came into the

world to b\'Q fmner.^, as fuch, the Scriptures con-

tain no tidings tliat are calculated to gladden the

heavy heart- of the difconfoiate ; but the mourners

in Sion muft remain in their weeds, covered with

aflies. Their mourning cannot be tuvned into

dancing, their fack-cloth put off, nor gladnefs put

on ; their harps on the wilknvs muft eternally hang,

and the glory of man in hlence abide *. If the re-

demption ot Jefus be not as free as it is full, no

benefit can pollibly be derived from it by them that

are helplefs, and have no might, de'id in fin and

loft. But the Spirit of truth avers, that it is glad

tidings to all people, and therefore nmft be a re-

port of pure grace. Grace, we know, ftands di-

rectly oppofed to all works of every defcription,

though varniftied over with the moft evangelical

nam.es. From this view of the fubjed it clearly

appears, that the Gofpel of Jefus mull be free from

all terms and conditions. I am not ignorant that

learned, and (you would all condemn me if I

fliould not fay) pious men have afleited, that re-

pentance and faith are conditions of the covenant,

on the performance of wliich the fulfilment of its

promifes on the part of God entirely depends. In

oppofition to a fentiment fo highly dlfhonourable

to the work of Jefus, and that grace that reigns by

his righteoufnefs, 1 Vv^ill prefent you with a draught

of the covenant itfclf, executed by an infallible

hand. Heb. viii. lo, ii, i2. " For this is the

covenant that I will make with the houfe of Ifrael

* Ffa. XXX II, 12.

after
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after thofe days, faith the Ix)rd ; I will put my
laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts :

and will be to them a God and they fliall be to me
a people. And they (hall not teach every man his

neighbour, and every man his brother, faying.

Know the Lord ; for all fhall know me, from the

lead to the greatefl. For I will be merciful to their

unrighteoufnefs, and their fms and their iniquities

I will remember no more." Such is the nature of

the covenant of God with his people. It is a co-

venant of pure unmixed grace. It prefcribes no

conditions. It impofes no rigorous terms upon

impotent men. It contains no command, no re-

quifition, no injunclion, no prefcription. It con-

fifls entirely of unconditional and abfolute pro-

mifes. There is not a fmgle claufe, in the celellial

deed, of a legal complexion. It does not run thus

— I will put my laws into your mind, ij you will

repent—I will blot out your fins, // you will be-

lieve—I will be your God, //you will be my peo-

ple—Know m.e, that I may be merciful to you ;

but its divinely gracious language is, I will and.

YOU SHALL, from beginning to end.

I infer then, that ail its unboundedly rich, and

infinitely precious benefits are communicated in the

moft fovereign, free, and unconditional manner to

the guilty and wretched, and that the participation

and enjoyment thereof are not dependent on hu-

man performance of any mur*e or fort ; but folely

and exclufively on divine power, grace, and faith-

fulnefs. Befides the celeilial deed of conveyance,

engroiled by the apollolic penman, Heb. viii. lO,

II, 12, is of a teliamentary, rather than of a fe-

deral nature. This fcniiment is foupded upon the

import of the original term, v/hich my reverend

father, Dr. Haweis, with the utmoit propriety, has,

in his tranfladon, ufually rendered Teftament.—

It is a matter of public notoriety that the legatee's

right
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right to eilates tranfmitted, or to legacies bequeath-

ed, folely depends upon the teftator's own ad, and
that the tule of the firft is eftabhfhed by the will

of the lail. It is equally notorious that the form

of a teftament runs thus—I give and bequeath
;

not, I require and command. Such is the nature,

fuch is the form of the Teftament of our heavenly

Father, who has eftablifhed our right to the incor-

ruptible inheritance by his own voluntary deed,

abfolutely independent on human endeavours, to

the total exclufion of every creature-ad:> term, or

condition. Neither does the Gofpel of Jefus re-

quire any recommendation on the part of thofe it

is infended to relieve. On the other hand, the

objedts of its regard are only the v/orthlefs and

wretched. It is a pure ftream of grace, immea-
furably rich, and abfolutely free, and therefore can

only have to do with the utterly unworthy and un-

deferving. And as that mafterly writer, Mr. Booth
(whofe name I mention with honour), judicioufly

obferves, '' If thefe be relieved, its end is gained.

If thefe be made happy, its author is glorified,

whatever may become of the reft. Towards thefe

it conftantly wears the moft friendly afped, and

rejoices to do them good. But the felf-fufficient of

every rank are treated by it with the utmoft re-

ferve, and beheld with a fteadv contempt-" It is

an important fatt, that publicans and harlots, for-

nicators and idolaters, adulterers and fodomites,

thieves and mifers, drunkards and revilers, the

effeminate and extortioners, perfecutois and mur-

derers, characters that no man fufpeds of being

poiTefled of moral worth, have been, and are

continually relieved and faved by it ; my infer-

ence is eaiy and natural, the abfolute freenefs of

Chrift's work for the ufe of the worthlefs and
wretched, forms an eflential part of the Gofpel

of JefuS' For nothing can be glad tidings to fm-

ners
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ners of this defcriptlon but that wliich prefents fo

their view a work of infinite merit, abfolutely free

for their ufe. Neither does the Gofpel of Chriil

enjoin the attainment of any good qualities in or-

der to fit the finner fcr the reception of its bene-

fits and bleflings. The fad is, no devout affection

can be obtained, no righteous a<5t performed, no
holinefs acquired, no acceptable fervice done, no
fin abhorred, no viclory over our kifls gained, pre-

vious to faith in the ^on of God. Befides, the

Spirit of truth informs us, that the God-man mag-
nified the law in the room of the lawlefs, that he

fullered death, the penalty of the kiw, in the (lead

of the guilty, that by the fhedding of his blood he

made reconciliation for his enemies, that after his

afcenfion he received gifts for the rebeUious, that,

feated on the right hand of the Maje't-y on high,

he now intercedes for tranfgreffors, calls the un-

righteous, pardons the convicl, jultifies the un-

godly, and cordially receives the coming finner.

From hence it appears that the ruined criminal,

undone and dam^^able, is properly qualified for

the Gofpei of Jefus.

" All the Pitnefs he requireth,
*' h to feel your need of him. Hart's Hvmns.

Were the cruel Manaffeh, the rapacious Zac-

cheus, the infamous Magdalen, the notorious

thief, the difTolute Corinthians, the ferocious Tar-

fian, and the murderous Jews, with hands reeking

v/ith the Redeemer's blood, even when they re-

ceived their pardon, in polTelhon of any other

qualifications than aggravated fin, enormous guilt,

and unparalleled unv/orthinefs ? Let this congre-

gation anlwer the quellion. That Golpel, that

proved itfelf mighty 10 fave thefe monflers of ini-

quity, and which is to this day the power of God
to

i
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to falvation, is poffefled of properties which ren-

der it infinitely valuable. The principal one, by
which it IS diflinguiflied, is that of eternity. It is

an everlafting Gofpel. It manifefls the glory of

an everlafting God, reveals the everlafting love of

an everlafting" Father, difcovers the inexhauftible

llores of an everlafting and well-ordered covenant,

exhibits in glowing colours the flaming love of an

everlafting farety, alferts in the ftrongeft terms a

perfonal everlafting eledion, makes known an
everlafting righteoufnefs, brings life and immorta-
lity to light, faves us with an everlafting falvation,

and puts us in poftellion of an everlafting inherit-

ance. It communicates to us, as an inftrument,

the Spirit of promife, which is in us a Vv^ell^of wa-
ter fpringing up into everlafting life, and feals us

heirs of an everlafting kingdom.
It is incumbent on me now to fhew,

ill. The end for which the Gofpel was commit-
ted to him—To preach it. There are but two ra-

dical words in the original language of the New
Teftament that can ftridly and properly be render-

ed by the Englifti word, preach. That which is

moft frequently ufed by the Spirit of God to ex-

prefs the ad of announcing falvaiicn to loft fmners

is metaphorical. In its primary fenfe, it ftgnifies

to cry, proclaim, or publifti a matter, in an open

place, before a numerous aflembly, as an he|:ald

at arms, or a common crier.

It forms an efpecial part of the office of an he-

rald to proclaim or to announce authoritatively, or

by commiftion from his Sovereign, peace and war.

Every man of God, therefore, who is called to

the high oftice of an herald in the houfehold of the

King of Glory, is invefted with power and autho-

rity from him to publifti peace, and proclaim fal-

vation, in his name, and by his blood, to fmners

of the deepeft dye. This appears from that ftri-

N king
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king exclamation of the evangelical Prophet Ifaiah

^

chap. lii. 7. *' How beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that

pubiifheth peace : that bringeth good tidings of

good, that pubiifheth falvation ; that fayeih unto

Zion, Thy God reigneth !" The application of

this pafTage by the Apoftle of the Gentiles to the

preaching of the Gopel inconteftibly evinces that

the joyful meflenger, the beauty of whofe feet ij;

the objed of the Prophet's admiration, is a Mini-

fler of the word, announcing to a guilty world

peace, falvation, and the reign of God. How
welcome the arrival of fuch a meffenger ! How
joyful the tidings that he brings ! Is it to be won-
dered that the Prophet was charmed with the

beauty of his feet ? Was not Holofernes ena-

moured with the fandais of Judith ? Is not the

bridegroom in love with the Jhoes of his bride ?

His own exclamation fhall anfwer the queftion

:

Song vii. I. " How beautiful are thy feet with

ilioes, O Prince's daughter !" The tidings of

peace are the fhoes on her feet—Eph. vi, 15.
*' Having your leet iTiod with the preparation of

the Gofpel of peace." The fandais of the meffen-

ger, purely evangelical, were his grand attractive.

Their beautv (truck the Prophet's eye, and deeply

penetrated his heart. He faw, he gazed; he ad-

mired, he loved. Peace publiflied, falvation an-

nounced, and the reign of Sion'sKing proclaimed

were muiic in his ears, and melody in his heart.

Thus prepared, the Meifenger of the covenant,

the Lord of Holts, the fum and fubftance of our

preaching, and the great model of preachers,

opens his commiflion from the court of heaven to

a guiity world by publifhing the glad tidings of

peace to the poor, proclaiming deliverance to the

captive, and announcing liberty to the prifoner

and the Have. Luke, iv. iS, 19. *' The Spirit of

the
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the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath anohited

me to preach the Gofpel to the poor ; he hath

lent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach de-

liverance to the captives, and recovering of fight

to the blind, to fet at liberty them that are bruifed:

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord."

It moreover fignifies to publifn aloud, as a com-
mon crier, that which is loft, in order to its reco-

very, and that which is found, in order to its re-

flitLition. Thus the Minifter of God is not only

bound by his office, but exprefsly commanded to

declare, in the face of a frowning world, its lofl

eftate, to proclaim in the highways and hedges,

the ftreets and lanes of the city, the univerfal iofs

of the knov/ledge, image, life, love, faith, fear,

favour, and enjoyment of God, fuitained by the

one offence of one man, by which hn entered,

many are dead, death reigns, and judgment came
upon all men to condemnation. Haiah, Iviii. /.

'' Cry aloud, fpare not, lift up thy voice like a

trumpet, and fliew my people their tranfgreffion,

and the houfe of Jacob their fms." Thus did John
the Baptift, thkt Boanerges, or, fon of thunder,

go forth into the v/ilderuefs of Judea alarming a

fleepy, carelefs v/orld. He cried aloud—he Ipa-

red not—he lifted up his voict; like a trumpet,

yea, as the found of many wafers, and of mighty
thunderings. Lie fnewed the people their tranf-

grefTions in their blacknefs, malignity, and enor-

mity, and the honfe of Ifrael their fins, with their

numerous aggravations. Repentance towards God
was his-theme, and the near approach of ihe reign

of heaven w^as the motive by which he enforced it.

His voice was the voice of one crying, or, as the

word lignifieth, bellowing like an ox in the wil-

dernefs, '^ Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
his paths ftraight." The vehemence of his voice

was the genuine expreiffion of the seal pf his heart,

N 2 without
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without "which his preaching would have been no-

thing better than a clamorous vociferation, or

noify declamation. But his miniflry was awaken-
ing, his word was with power, and hU iuccefs was
abundant. Cities, towns, and countries fell be-

fore him like trees before the woodman's ax, like

grafs or corn before the mower's fcvthe. Matt. iii.

5, 6. *' Then went out to hnn Jerufalem, and all

judea, and all the region round about Jordan,

and were baptized of him in Jordan, conjejhig their

finsr

Moreover we are laid under the flrongefi' obli-

gations not only to proclaim to the world the re

covery by Chrili:, but to aiTuve the guilty and un-

godly that coming to him, they fhail find all that

they had loft, and infinitely more. In him are de-

pofited boundlefs llores of grace, mercy, and love.

In him all the inexhauflible treafures of wifdoni

and knowledge are contained. In him a divine,

mediatorial, and dlfcributive or difpenfatory ful-

nefs dwells. Out of this fulnefs the church of

God, by faith, receives grace for grace. She
wants nothing, (lie can want nothing, but what
file may fmd in him. All fpiritual blefllngs are

there for her ule. Eph. i. 3. '' Blefled be the

God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, who
hath blelTed us with all fpiritual I'lefTings in hea-

venly places in Chrilt." Though her wants be as

numerous as the grains of fand that cover the Ihore

of the founding main, or as countlefs as the leaves

that adorn the trees of ten thoufand forefts, yet

ample provifion is already made for the fupply of

them all. Phil. iv. 19. *' My God fliall fupply all

y(Hir need according to his riches in glory by Chrift

Jefus.'* The preachers of I he Gofpel, however, are

not like the hawkers in your llrccts, who i^nnouncc

their defire to vend their commodities by the well

known cries of London, We have nothing to offer

you
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you, nothing to fell you, nothing to difpofe of.

For as the celebrated Hervey, to whom, under
God:, I am infiniteiy indebted, with propriety ob-
ferves, '' The bleffings of the Gofpel are not mat-
ter of barter, or fabject of laie." Our province

is to direct you to Jefus, '* who is exalted as a

Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto
Ifrael, and remiiTion of fins,"—who is inverted

with '^ power and authority over all flefh to give

eternal life to as many as the Father has given

him,"—and who is honoured with the high pre-

rogative of giving grace and glory to the millions

redeemed by his blood to God. The tenor of our
proclamation runs tiais, " Ko, every one that

thirlteth, come ye to th':. waters, and he that hath

no money; come ye, buy, and ea;
; yea come,

buy wine and milk without money., and without

price." Ifa. Iv. i. The word rendered preach in

my text generally fignifies, both in facred and
profane authors, to bring glad ndings, or to tell

good news. If the Gofpel, then, ^e glad tidings,

as has been proved, it is incumbent on its Minif-

ters to announce then:i in the ears of the mourn-
ers, and to tf^il the good news to miferable,

wretched, and perifhing culprits. For this purpofe

^iTcfavedftnners called to the minifterial office, for

this grand fubordinate end are the glorious glad

tidings of the blefled God committed unto them,

and on this account are they fent forth into all the

world entrufted with the precious neiifure. The
Apoftle of the Gentiles, deeply revthhle of the

flrength of the obligation that lay upon him thus

to aci, arifmg from the difpenfation that was com-
mitted unto him, expreifes it in the (trongeit

terms : i Cor- ix. ih. " Though 1 bring glad ti-

dings, I have nothing to glory of: for neceiTity is

laid upon me
j
yea, wo is unto me, if I tell not

good news/' But I apprehend that here and elfe-

where.
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where, when joined with the term Gofpel, it fig-

nifies to announce with joy, and is cxpreflive of

that peculiar pleafure that a meflenger of jefus feels

in telling the good news oFialvation by his perfon,

his blood, his grace, and his crofs. Not only do
we bring glad tidings of great joy to the people

;

but our own fouls rejoice in the enjoyment of the

good things that the tidings refpedl. Rom. x. 5.

'^ How beautiful are the feet of them that preach

the Gofpel of peace:> and bring glad tidings of

good things
!"

'' How beautiful appenr on the mountains
" The feet of the jojful mefiergei" ; of him that announceth

" peace !

" Of the joyful mefienger of good tidings ; of him that announ-
" ceth falvation !

" Of him that faith unto Sion, Thy God reigneth.'*

Isaiah, lii. 7.—Dr. Lgwth's Tranflation.

In this accurate and elegant verfion of the glori-

ous text it is eafy to perceive the quality ot the

meflengers that fhall fly through the midit of hea-

ven (the church of God) having the everlafling

Gofpel, the nature of their meffage, and the end

of their miflion. The meflengers are joyful ac-

cording to the prediclion of the Prophet Ifaiah,

lii. 8.

*' All thy watchmen life up their voice ; they fr.out together.

" For face to face llia.'l they fee when Jehovah returntth toSion."

Dr. Lowth's Tranflation.

Their mefl^age is joyous. It gladdens the hearts

of his difconfolate people.

'* Burft foith into joy, ihout together, ye ruins of Jerufaiem,
*' For Jehovah hath comforted his people : he hath redeemed

"*'Ifrael."

^6/MAK, lii. 9.—Dr. Lov/th's Tranflation.

The
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The end of their midion is to preach the glad

tidings of good, according to the commandment
of the everlafling God, " Go ye into ail the world,

and preach the Gofrel." It remains for me to fliew,

iV. Unto v.hom—" to them that dwell on the

earth, and to every nation^ and kindred, and

tongue, and people."

That, in the latter day, the angel, whom John
faw in vifion, fliall not only receive a commillion

to preach th-e everlafling Gofpel to all the inhabit-

ants of the earth, but carry the trull repofed in

him into full effecl, is a faft eilabliilied by the fure

word of prophecy. Europeans, Afiatics, the

fwarthy fons of Africa, and the numerous tribes

of the vafl continent of America, in connection

with the adjacent illes, fliall be illumined by the

Li^o^ht of the Gentiles^ and once behold the glory of

Ifrael. Hab. ii. 14. '' For ihe earth fhall be filled

with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as

the waters cover the fea." That this prediction

has not yet received its accomplifliment is an in-

controvertible truth. The knovv'ledge of the Lord

has not yet nlied the earth as the v/arers lill that

immenfe chafm, their appointed receptacle. How-
ever, its completion is certain. The truth of God
is the pledge of its fulfilment. The glorious Gof-

pel will be the inflrument of its accomplilhment.

I contend that the knowledge of the glory of the

Lord neither is, nor will be communicated to any

of the fons of men through any other medium than

that of the everlafling Gofpel. The word of truth

declares that God has predeflinated the o'djccIs of

his choice to be conformed to the glorious image of

his Son. How is this transformation effected ?

By beholding his glory. Where is it vifible ? In

the heavens ? No. Where then ? In the fpeculum

of the Gofpel of the glory of Chrifl, aiid there

only. 2 Cor. iii. 18. " We all v/ith open face be-

hokhng
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• holding as in a gLifs the glory of the Lord, are

changed inio the fame image, from glory to glory,

even as by the Spirit of the Lord.'* In the perfon

of Jefus we behoiJ ^he glory of God : for " he
is the brightpefs of his glory, and the exprefs

iniagc of his perfon.'' In the word of Chriflve

behold thrj g!o 'lous image of Chrift ; for the ex-

prefs likenefs of Jefus is refiedtcd upon it. This

glorious Goi.^el, which is the exadl image of the

adorr.blc Saviour, who is the txprefs image of the

invil^.hle «'jcd, uiider the powerful agency of the

Lord ih"^ Spirit, I'hines into our hearts, gives Ub

the light oi ihe knowledge of the glory of God in

the fate of J^fus Chrift, and imprelles its own
likenefs upon ti-e foul of the believer. If then the

knowleiige of the Lord m-it cover the earth, if

conformity to the image of Jefus be neccffary to

falvation, ?.nd if theft' be only communicated by
the everlading Gofpcl, its tidings mull be born on
the founding pinions of the angel to the extremi-

ties of the habiiab)e vovld, that God's purpcfe

may be accompiphfa, and thi?; ,rcaj8ujn complet-

ed. From the ui'^rring word of prophecy it has

been demojillrated th^t "he angel of the Lord (hall

preach the Gospel to theinhabirants f the earth in

general. From tlie nature of that redemption,

which is by GhrilT:, vvear<:ue tliat it fhall be prccxh-

ed by him to all nations iu particular. Ihe Spirit

attelts that men out of every nation under the hea-

vens are redcc:med to God by the blood of the

Lamb. Rev. v. 9 '' And they fung a new fong,

iaying, 'ihou art worthy to take the book, and to

open the feals thereof; for thou waft i]ain,and Iiall

redeemed us to C>od by thy blood, out of every

kindred, and tongue, and people, and natiuii.**

'I'liat blood, that has redeemed the church from
fni, from guilt, from v." rath, from curfe^ from hell,

was filed on ilic crcls for the ^urpofe of fanctify-
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iiig, wafliing, and cleanfing it. The inflrument

of purification is the word, which reveals the

blood. This cieanfes the confcience, as warer

purifies the fleQi. John, xv. 3.
'' Now ye are

clean through the worJ which I have fpoken unto
you." Eph. V. 25, 26. '' Hufbands, love your

wives, even as Chrift alfo loved the church, and
gave himfelf for it : that he might fandify and
cleanfe it with the waQiing of water by the word.'*

Hence I infer that the church, redeemed out of

every nation, muft be waQied in the Redeemer's
blood, in order that (be may be prefented to him-
felf a glorious church, without fpoc or wrinkle

—

that (lie is purified only through the v/ord—^and

that therefore the word of the truth of the Gofpei

muft be preached by him to every nation of the

earth.

Moreover the promljc of a faithful God war-

rants me to affert that the Gofpei of the glory of

Chrift (hall not only be preached by him to every

xiation, but to every diftind part thereof however
denominated. Every divillon, whether diftin-

guillied by the name of clan, tribe, kindred, or

family, (hall, through him, hear the glad tidings

of falvation through the blood and righteoufnefs

of Jefus Chrift.

El-Shaddai, the all-fufiicient God, promifed

Abraham, the father of the faithful, that in him
and his feed, even Chrift, all the families or kin-

dreds of the earth (liould be blelfed. Gen. xii. 3.
"

1 will blefs them that blefs thee, and curfe

him that curfeth thee, and in thee fhall all fami-

lies of the earth be blefled." Chap. xxii. 18.
** And in thy feed ftiall all the nations of the

earth be bleiled, becaufe thou haft obeyed my
voice." If the teftimony of the Spirit of truth

deceive us not, "all the promifes of God ar.c

yea and amen in Chrift," and confequently muft

O fooner
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fooner or later be fulfilled. Their fulfilment de-

pends upon the fidelity of Jehovah. If he abide

faithful, what he has promifed fliall be performed.

But God's promife to Abraham has not yet been

executed. All the tribes, families or kindreds of

the nations have not yet been blelfed with all fpi-

ritual blelfings in Chrid; but they /ZW/ be His

promife is fure ; for it is his purpofe manifefted.

His purpofe fhall ftand, and he will do all his

pleafure, maugre all the efibrts of earth and hell.

Grace and glory, which include all biefiTings fpi-

ritual and eternal, are laid up in Chrift for the

life of poor finners of the Genriles. He is invcft-

ed with the befl:owment of them, and he will con-

fer them upon the objeds of his favour. They
iliall receive out of his overflowing fulnefs grace

for grace. All the bleffings of grace they fhall

receive by faith in his name. The fubjeds of

faith are bleiTcd fouls. Gal. iii. 9. " So then they

which be of faith, are blcffed with faithful Abra-

ham." But faith cannot exifl without a teili-

inony. Faith, without God*s teflimony for its

foundation, is no more than fancy. I conclude,

therefore, that the Gofpel of Chrifl mufl be

preached to every family, tribe or kindred, as

it was to the father of the faithful, in order that

God's ancient promife, made to him of his feed,

may be fulfilled in the actual defcent of the blei-

fing of Abraham upon the Gentiles through

Chrift. Gal. iii. 8. *' And the Scripture forefee-

ing that God would jufliry the Heathen through

faith, preached befoie the Gofpel unto Abraham,
faymg. In thee fliall all nations be blefTeJ.

The decifiveand brilliant victory of the faints of

God of all nations, kindieds, people, and tongues,

obtained in the luminous day of Gofpel glory

over all their combined foes, afcertains the uni-

verfal publication of the joyful news of falvaiion

amongft
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amongfh every people, through every land^ in every

tongue. Rev. vii. 9, 10. " After this I beheld,

and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could

number, of all nations, and kindreds, and peo-

ple, anci tongues, itood before the throne, and

before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and

palms in their hands. And cried with a loud

voice, faying, Salvation to our God which (itteth

upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.*' The
palms in their hands are the fymbols of vidory

and triumph. Conquerors were wont to carry

branches of the palm tree in their hands. The
vi(5lors at the Grecian games were diftinguiflied

both l>y crowns of palm on their heads, and

branches of it in their hands. With infinite pro-

priety, therefore, is the Chriftian foldier thus

diftinguiflied. Hereby the Captain of our fal-

vation is honoured ; for he it is that conquers /or

us, and that conquers in us. This is the import

of the indelible motto infcribed on our ftandards,

" More than conquerors, through him that loved

M%y Whilft the Spirit of truth univerfally afcribes

the vicftories of the church to the prowefs of her

Chief, he invariably reprefents the fword of the

Spirit, which is the word of the teftimony, as the

medium of conqueft. Rev. xii. 10, 11. "I
heard a loud voice faying in heaven, Now is com.e

falvation and (Irength, and the kingdom of our

God, and the power of his Chrifl; for the accu-

fer of our brethren is caft down, which accufed

them before our God day and night. And they

overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by

the word of their teftimony, and they loved not

their lives unto the death."

Since, then, the innumerable company of the

faved, at the latter day, is prefented to our view

as victorious and triumphant, fmce the word of

the teftimony is reprefented as the medium of

O 2 conqueft.
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conqiiefl, I neceflarily infer that this angel iiuiii'

take his flight from Sion's holy mount, wing his

way through the midll of heaven (the church of

(jod), and carry the everlafting Gofpcl to them

that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and

kindred, and tongue, and people. Having dif-

C'jfled the difTerent divifions of my text, I con-

clude this difcouife with

AN ADDRESS TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Men, Brethren, and Fathers,

Firmly perfuaded that the truly philanthropic

and Godlike defign of fending the everlafling

Gofpel to the ends of the earth, formed by this

Society, is clofely connedled with Jehovah's gra-

cious purpofe of eftabli filing, in every part of the

habitable world, his fpiritual kingdom, by the

miffion of the flying angel that John faw in vi-

llon, I cannot doubt of its ultimate fuccefs.

/;/ a decree it is certain. The unadulterated

Ciofpel of Jefus Chrift has never been preach-

ed in vain in any nation, in any language,

or to any people; neither can it be. Its profpe-

rity is not cafual, contingent, or uncertain. The
perfections of God, his covenant-engagements,

his eternal, immanent, adls of grace, his purpofes

and prophecies, his pleafure and promife, his

Svord and oath, are the guarantee of the fuccefbfu!

ilFue of its pumication.

" Verily, like as the rain defcendcth,
*' And the fnow fiom the heavens;
" And thither it tioth not return :

" But nioiflenetli the earth,
*' And niaketh it j^cnerate, and p\it forth its increafe

;

*' That it may give feed to the fower, and bread to the cater
*"> So fhali be the word, which gocth forth from my mouth ;

" It Ihall not return unto me fruitlefs

;

•* But it fliall effci'^ what I have willed ;

'•' And make the f)urpofe fucced for which 1 have fent it."

L^AiAH, Iv. 10, II.—Dr. Low th's Tranflation.

Ihc
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The meafure of fuccefs that Qiall attend your

efforts is an impenetrable fecret, hid in the breaft

of Jehovah. However, of one thing I am pretty

certain, viz. that, previous to the death of the

two witneffes, the Gofpel of the Son of God fhall

be widely diffufed, and that by the preaching

thereof fmners (hall be converted, and churches

eftablKhed in divers lands. My hopes run high
that this religious phenomenon, the Midionary
Society, will be the honoured inflrument (at leaft

in part) of accompli lb ing this glorious work.
Relax not your exertions. Millions are periHung
without the means of relief. They mufb periQi

without the Gofpel of Chrift. This and tbis alone

is the power of God to falvation. The Lord de-

clares that whofoever calleth upon his name Ihall

be faved. But how (liall they call on him in whom
they have not believed ? And how Ihall they be-

lieve in him, of whom they have not heard ?

And how fliall they hear without a preacher ?

Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God. Faith and falvation, unbelief and dam-
nation, are infeparable couplets. This awaken-
ing confideration ought to be a powerful ftimulus

to aroufe Laodicean profeffors from their prefcnt

lethargic Puupor and indifference, and to excirt*

this Society to the mod adlive and vigorous ef-

forts, that the found of mercy, grace, and love,

through ilreams of blood, may fly into all the

earth, and the word of life to the ends of the

world. You have met, you will meet with oppo-
fition. Men and devils are againft you. God,
angels, and juil men are for you. You are the

objedl againft which the fnarling cynic diredls his

coarfe inve61ive; which, I trufl, will have no
more effect upon you, in order to retard your

progrefs, than the rage of the angF^- ^nr has upon
the courfe of the (hining rruj^n. Go on, and

profper.
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profper. Your caufe is good. Your poft is ho-
nourable. Quit yourfelves like men. Be flrong

—flrong in the Lord, and in the power of his

might. By faith in the promife, power, and
fidelity of Jehovah, you will furmount every dif-

ficulty, conquer all oppofition, and quit the field

of vidory crowned with palm. Amen and Amen.
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SERMON IV.

EPHESIANS III. 8.

Unto me, who am lejs than the leaft of all Saints, is

this grace given, that IJhoidd preach among the

Gemilds the unjearchahle riches of Chrifl^

OT. PAUL fpeaks of a myftery, '^ which in

other ages was not made known to the Tons of

men, as it Is now revealed to the Apoflles by the

Spirit; that tlie Gentiles fliould be fellow heirs,

and of the fame body, and partakers of his pro-

mife in Chrift by the Gofpel." *^ Whereof," fays

he, " I was made a mmifter/* Then, as one

aftonifhed at the graodeur of the Apoftolic mif-

fion, and at the divine condefccnllon in giving him
the fellowHiip of that miniftry, he pours forth the

triumph of his foul in the language of the text

—

'^ Unto me, who am lefs than the leafb of all faints,

js this grace given, that I (Iiould preach among
the Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift.*'

In pleading the caufe of a:iiflions, it ftrikes me,
that 1 cannot do better than call your attention to

the animated words I have read to you. They
contain, I. The grand fubjed of the apofholic

miflion— '' The unfearchable riches of Chrift/*

II. Among whom thcfe riches were preached

—

'' Among the Gentiles.'* 111. The dignified idea

P St.
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St. Paul entertained of this miffion—'^ Unto mc
is this grace given." IV. A forcible admonition

to Minifters and MifTionaries to thinkhumbly arid

foberly of themfclves, as they ought to think

—

" Me, who am lefs than the lead of all faints."

—

To all thefe points I fhall fucceflively dire6t your

attention.

I. Let us firft take a view of the unfearchable

riches of Chrift. They are riches of heavenly

knowledge, riches of redeeming love, riches of

pardoning mercy, riches of fandlifying grace,

riches of confolation and hope, and riches of im-

mortality and glory ; all of them riches of Chrift ;

all of them unfearchable.

The unity and perfe6lions of God, his creation

and providence, the immortality of the foul and

eternal judgment, are the firft principles of reli-

gious truth ; and blefled be God 1 they are as fa-

miliar to our minds as the letters of the alphabet.

But, alas ! what do the poor Heathens know of

thefe principles ? To them, the unity of God, the

grand foundation of religion, is irrecoverably loft.

All the wifdom of Egypt, Greece, and Rome
never advanced fo far as this simple propofition,

There is but one God. They peopled heaven

with Gods and Goddeifes. The fun, moon, and

ftars ', rivers, groves, and fountains ; the ox, dog,

cat, crocodiles—leeks and onions—almoft every

pafTion and every vice were objeds of religious

adoration.

Ignorant of the One God, they could form no

worthy idea of his perfcdlions. They rcprefent

Ihcir Gods as eating and fleeping ; they defcribe

them lewd, violent, fanguinary, falfe, and ca-

pricious. Not a wickednefs was perpetrated

among men, which did not find an example and a

patron among their Gods. Even Jupiter, whom
ihey ftyled the father of Gods and men, the

greatefl; and the beft, is charaderized as a wretch

enllaved



OF CHRIST. 115

cnflaved to the moft unnatural abominations.

What, then, could they learn from thefe lewd,

bloody, and drunken Deities ? Their religion had

no tendency but to corrupt the heart. Dancing,

finging, eating, drinking, bloodflied, and all im-

purity conftituted the greater part of their religious

rites. The groves of Daphne and the temples of

Cytherea might make an Otaheitan blufh. Ac
one period or other, human facrifices have been

common among mofi: heathen nations. The ac-

counts of the creation of the world, given us by
their bed philofophers, are too abfurd and con-

temptible to be noticed. They knew not God as

the Creator and Moral Governor of man. Their

belief of the immortality of the foul, and of future

reward and punilhment was fo obfcure, wavering,

and uncertain, that it may be compared to a dreatn

rather than to a religious principle, which either

did, or could produce a godly life. Hence St.

Paul tells us, life and immortality were brought
'

to light by the Gofpel. Humility of foul, the

broken and contrite heart they knew nothing of.

Pride they feem to have confidered as a virtue.

They were without natural affedion. This ap»

pears from the general pradice of expofing their

new-born infants to perifh in the woods, or by
the jaws of wild beafts, as often as from any mo-
tive of fuperftition, convenience, or intereft, they

did not care to educate them. The fin, which
God vifited in fire on the cities of the plain, was

generally indulged without a blufh. At Athens,

it was publicly fancflioned by the law8 of Solon

—

that Solon of whom Greece boafts as one of her

feven wife men. Such is the wifdom of man who
knows not God. Compare what I have faid with

the firfh chapter of the Epiflle to the Romans, and
you will fee that my pifture of the iiate of the

Heathen world is itridly juft, and by no means over-

P z charged
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charged In its colouring. And whal ihc Heathens
were 1800 years ago, liich ihcy arc this day.

If fuch be their deplorable ignorance of God,
it is not to be imagined that they (liould have any
acquaintance with thofe more Spiritual principles

which conditute Chriftian religion. The fubfift-

ence of a Myfterious Trinity in Unity, the dig.

nity of man created in the image of God, his fall

by tranfgreffion into the fatanic image of his fe-

ducer, the covenant of promife, the incarnation,

life, death, refurredion, afcenfion, and kingdom
of the Son of God, the perfed oblation and me-
ritorious righteoufnefs of Immanuel, repentance

towards God and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift,

free juftification, blefled regeneration and adop-

tion, holinefs without which no man can fee God,
and refm^recftion to glory—thefe are truths of a

higher order, which can be known only by divine

Teveiation. Thefe are truths, which, even under

the difpenfation of Judaifm, (hone but with an in-

ferior luftre, and which waited for the advent of

Chrifl to be held forth in their proper evidence

and brightnefs. Mofes and Elijah, David and
•Ifaiah, defired to look farther into them. Happy
would they have thought themfelves, had their

eyes feen, had their ears heard, the glorious things

which we fee and hear. Afar off, through types

and fhadow, they beheld the promifes ; but we
contemplate the very image of the things, and be-

holding with open face, the glory of the Lord, are

changed into the fame image.—Such are the un-

fearchable riches of the knowledge of Chrifl ;

riches fufEcient to fill heaven and earth with the

praifes of God ; riches, in which, with callous

hearts, we have long rcfufed to allow our Gentile

Brethren to participate.

Equally rich are the treafures of redeeming

love. The love that freely brought us into being,

endowed
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endowed with reafon and immortality, came freely

to our refciie when JmiVKjrtality was forfeiied, and
reafon enllaved to fin and Satan. When we were

without fircngth and without hope, our offended

God, unfolicited, and excited by no motives,

but fuch as flowed fpontaneous from the unfearch-

able riches of love, formed the defign, and plan-

ned the glorious fcheme of our redemption.

—

This mighty defign was entrufted to no created

hand ; this profufion of grace and truth was to be

executed by no delegated angel. The word, the

v^dfdom, and the power of God, the incompre-

henfible Son of the incomprehenfible Father is

the melfenger of love to miferable man. Lo !

*' God is manifeft in the ileih, jullihed in the

Spirit, feen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,

believed on in this world, and received up to

glory.':

While we contemplate this exhibition of love

and wonder, language and thought are confound-

ed. ** God fo loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that we (hould not perilli but

have everlafting life." God fo loved the world 1

Who can meafure the height, and depth, and
length, and breadth of this love ? Whom did God
give? His only begotten Son, Light of Light,

very God of very God. To whom did God give

him ? To guilty rebels, to publicans and finners,

to Jews and Gentiles, to England and to Otaheite,

How did God give him ? To be united to a na-

ture as remote from his own, as is the worm on
the dunghill from the boafled dignity of man.
Yea, to be a worm and no man -, a man of for-

rows and acquainted with griefs. To tread every

path of man's infirmity, and to drink every cup
of human wretchedncfs. To hunger and thirft,

to be reviled and perfecuted, to be fold and for-^

faken, to be buffeted and fpit upon, to be crown-

ed with thorns to be crucified between thieves, to

be
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be made our curfe, deferted of God, infulted by
men, and teaipted of devils.

And iLall not this Saviour fee of the travail of

his foul and be f::'.tisfied ? Now that he is lifted up
fliall he not draw all men to him r Yes, bleffed

Jefus, all the people Qiall praife thee. The Hea-
then fliall be thy inheritance; the ends of the

earrh rhy righteous pofiefTion. O let thy kingdom
come ! Beat our fwords into ploughfhares, and
our fpeats into pruning hooks ! Revive upon thy

churches the apoftolic fpirit ! Let the heralds of
thy love proclaim to every people and language,

that guilt is cancelled, man redeemed, God recon-

ciicd, death aboliQied, fm triumphed over on the

crofs, and the kingdom of heaven opened to all

believers 1

But, what wretched man is that weeping in the

midfi of the congregation ? Famine is in his coun-
tenance, and his garb betrays penury and nalced-

nefs. Poor prodigal ! Doft thou weep to hear of

the unfearchable iiches of Chrifl ? Wilt thou then

arife and return to his Father and to thy Father,

to his God and to thy God ? Aik not. Whether
there be place for repentance ? AVhether the riches

of pardoning mercy may relieve thy poverty ? O yes.

There is room in thy Father's houfe, there is room
in thy Father's heart. For thee the fatted calf is

flain. For thee the feaft is made. For thee the

kifs of peace, the ring of honour, and the robe

of righteoufnels are prepared. A thoufand kind

inquiries, ten thoufand affedionate looks does thy

Fathei fend after thee. My fellows and myfelf

are difpatched on every fide to bring thee home,
and we are char^^ed to tell thee *' God is love."

No envious brother will repine at thy Father's

goodnefs, no fervant in the family but will ihare

thy joy and miniiler to thy honour. Thy Saviour

Jives, and reigns, and triumphs. Thy heavtnly

Jofeph whom thou foldeft into Egypt is Lord of

the

I
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the country, and will fuftain thee In the years of

famine.

Do not thefe glad tidings revive thee, as the

fpirit of the Patriarch revived when he beheld the

waggons of Jofeph ? O difmifs all thy fears. I

know thee by thy form and afpedl. Thou haft

been proftituted to many lovers. Thy members
have been inftriiments of unrighteoufnefs ; thy

body a body of fm and death. Thy fpirit is de-

graded by lervitude, and the iron hath pierced

to thy foul. The language of thy downcaft ftream-

ing eyes is, God be merciful to me a fmner ! Thou
ihalt not pray in vain. 1 do not flatter thee with

fallacious, uncertain, or diftant hopes. It is not

a mere pofTibility, it is not a probability of falva-

tion that 1 hold out to thee. My words are as

certain as the oracles of God. In Chrift Jefus

my meffage is yea and amen. Mercy and falva-

tion embrace thee on every fide. Say not, ''Shall

I afcend into heaven to bring Chrilt down from
above, or fliall I defcend into the deep to bring

him up ?" No. The word of faith, which we
preach, is nigh unto thee. The found thereof is

now in thy ears, and the fenfe thereof is in thy uii-

derftanding. Believe it then with thy heart unto

righreouinefs, and thy tongue fiiall make confel-

fion unto falvation.

1 would obviate all thy obje6lions. I know thy

fms are without number, and all thy crimes of a

crimfon dye. Upon thine own teilimony I will

believe that thy guilt is uncommon among the

children of difobediencc. But thy Father who is

in heaven is fuch a parent, as is not to be found
among the fons of men. Thy Saviour is the S^^ri

of God ; the ranfom paid for thee his precious

blood ; and the filvation offered mod glorioufly

free. Art thou the chief of fmners, the mod loft

and ruined of the fpecies ? I knov/ thee by thac

name. As fuch thou ait mentioned in the ever-

bftine:
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Jading Gofpel. Arife. Return to thy Father.

He Cometh forth to meet thee. The place ap-

pointed is the crofs, where his dear Son crucified

thy fin and (hame. The time is the prefent hour.

jSJow is the accepted time, now is the day of fal-

vation. Embrace the Crucified. Receive the

atonement. Thankfully accept God's free gift

;

and receive Jefus Chrifl as made to thee of God,
wifdom, righteoufnefs, fandificaiion, and re-

demption.—Are there in this congregation more
penitent prodigals than one ? If there be a thou-

sand, my joyful meflage is to you all. Hear with

faith the gracious invitation of the Saviour of fin-

ners: " Come unto me, all ye that are weary and

heavy laden, and I will refrefli you." " In my
Father's houfe there are many manfions. I go
before to prepaie a place for you." Millions,

once as poor and wretched as yourfelves, are now
rejoicing around his table, and there is room for

millions yet to come. Thefe, dear Brethren are

the unfearchable riches of the pardoning mercy of

Chrift : and I would to God a thoufand Miniflers,

full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft, were nov/

engaged in preaching them to tlic prodigals of the

Gentiles

!

The doctrines of redeeming love and pardoning

mercy have a direcl and powerful tendency to pro-

mote true holinefs. To fay nothing of the influ-

ence of hope and fear on the human mind, efpeci-

ally when thofc ])rinciples ftand oji the firm

ground of Chrillian faith, and the objccls to which

they are attached are of no lefs magnitude than an

eternal heaven and an eternal hell, the moral law is

written on our hearts by the gracious manifefla-

tions at CJod*s love and mercy. The end for

which the Holy Jefus came into the world was to

deftroy the works of the Devil, to flay the enmity

of the carnal mind, and to make his people parta-

kers of the divine nature. In his life wc have the

pattern
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pattern, and in his death the grand motive of true

godhnefs. An objedor may talk about redeem-
ing love and pardoning mercy, and fo long as he
can only talk about them, he will (ind in them no
effedlive motive to obedience, nofufficientcounter-

poife for the immenfe weight of fiefh and blood

which is in the fcale ofhuman depravicy. But (hould

the Holy Ghoft reveal and apply that love and mercy
to his heart, then would he feel the quickening

power of the bleffed crofs, and the refurredion

and afcenfion of the Son of God would mightily

draw him to newnefs of life. Did he know afui-

redly that all his fins are walhed away in the

blood of Chrift, did the Spirit of adoption bear

witnefs in his heart that the great God is his Fa-

ther, Jefus his all-fufficient Saviour, the Holy
Spirit his Sandifier and Comforter, and heaven his

eternal inheritance, is it poflible that he (hould not

love God, who hath firft fo freely and fo richly lo-

ved him ? The lively experience of thefe glorious

truths would make rhe love of God his ruling paf-

fion, and the peace of God would poffefs and keep

his foul. Former things would pafs away, and all

things would become new. With new hopes, new
fears, and new joys, his vices would die, his paf-

fions be regulated, and his whole man feel the

holy hand of the New Creator. Befides, he would
have accefs to the throne of Grace, from whence
he might derive daily fupplies of the Spirit, to

mortify corruption, and to keep him in the love

of God. If, with all thefe advantages, he fliould

be overtaken in a fault, he does not fband on the

burning covenant of works, but on that of grace,

which is fupported by better promifes. He has

an advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the

righteous, who is the propitiation for his (in. He
will multiply his pardons, reftore him in the fpirit

of love, and make his grace to reign through,

righteoufnefs unto Yik eternal. With fuch a God
Q_

' and
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and Father, fuch a Saviour, and fuch a San6lifier.

with Co blefled an example as that of the immacu-
late Jefus, compafled about with a cloud of wit-

nefles in heaven, and vvitnelTes on earth, he could

have no reafonable fear. Jefus is able to fave to

the uttermoft all who come unto God by him,

and to prefent them before the throne without

fpot, and blamelefs.

The riches of confolation flow with a full tide

into the believer's heart, and his hope is daily-

brightening into glory. Ignorance begets a thou-

land diftrefling fears; but the Chriftian walketh

in the light. Every veil is removed -, and heaven,

earth, and hell are open to his view. The path of

peace is before him, and he walks in it with cheer-

iulnefs and fecurity. While confcious guilt never

fuffers the (inner to reft, but fills him with horri-

ble apprehenfions of eternal judgment, the Chrift-

ian enjoys a peace which pafleth underftanding.

His confcience, fprinkled with the blood of

atonement, knows no terrors. For him death

hath no fting, life no' allurements. Confident in

divine protection, he dreads no reverfes of fortune,

no tidings of evil. By faith he dwells in God,
and God dwells in him through the Spirit, who
flieds abroad his holy comfort in the inner man of

the heart. Every bitter cup is drunk with fecrec

joy; every afflictive providence fubmitted to widi

placid refignation. He is careful for nothing.

All things work togethcrfor his good. His hope is

an anchor caft within the veil, which holds him
faft in every ftormy lea. Yea, all things are his

;

for he is Chrift's, and Chrifl is God's. He ante-

dates immortality, and feafts the large defires of

liis foul, while he revolves things future and invi-

fible. Often does he wifh to be diifolved, and to

be with Chrift j and, triumphing on the moun-
tains of redeeming love, he exclaims, " Who
ihall lay any thing to the charge of God's ele(ft ?

It
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It is God that juftifietli. Who is he that con-

demneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that

is rifen again, who is even at the right hand of

God, who alio maketh interceffion for us. Who
ihall feparate us from the love of Chrift? Shall

tribulation, or diftrcfs, or perfection, or famine,

or nakednefs, or peril, or fvvord? Nay, in all

thefe things we are more than conquerors. For I

am perfuaded that neither death, nor hfe, nor an-

gels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things

prefent, nor things to come, nor height, nor

depth, nor any creature lliall be able to feparate us

from the love of God which is in Chrift Jefus our

Lord."—May the hearts of all Chrift's Miflion-

aries overflow with thefe unfe'archable riches of

confolation ! If they do, they will be men im-

mortal, and the pleafure of the Lord fhall profper

- in their hands.

One ftep more, dear Brethren, and mortality is

fvvallowed up in life. But how fhall I prefume to

fpeak of things which eye hath not feen, nor ear

heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to

conceive ? Shall I fhut up this fcene of glory, or

lliall 1 venture to fpeak of it as a child who one day
hopes to put away childifh things ? Bear with

me. Brethren, and I will fill up the meafure of my
folly in ftandilng before you on this folemn oc-

cafion.

The vievvs which the Scriptures give us of the

celeftial manfions are by way of remote fimilitude.

Whatever fcenes on earth are moft expredive of

joy and exultation, of peace and ftability ; what-

ever fituations are enriched by wealth, environed

by power, and crowned with dignity, are carefully

feleded to give us fome idea of the glory and fe-

licity of the heavenly (late. The palms of vidory,

the joys of the nuptial feaft, the charms of melody,
the wealth of kingdoms, the dignity of regal crowns,

and the facrednefs of the (acerdotal charadter,

Qjz are
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are all employed to exprefs the felicity of heaven.

But thofe palms never fade, thofe robes never foil,

and that feaft never ends. The melody is of a

heavenly nature, the kingdom of God's faints is

fubjed: to no revolution, their crowns are of an

eternal weight of glory, and their prielihood

higher than that of Aaron and Melchifedec.

There, there are rivers of pleafure, and trees of

life. That Jerufalem is defcribed as having walls

ofjafper, gates of pearl, foundations of precious

ftones, and buildings of gold. The air breathes

incorruption. No iigh is heard, no tear feen.

The temples of the earth, and the lights of heaven

vanifli away ; for the Lord God Almighty is unto

it for a temple, and an eyerlafting light. There
we Qiall fee God; his name fhall be writ^ten upon
our forehead, and, to complete ourfelicity, we (hall

be perfedly conformed to the image of him, who
is the fiift-born among many brethren.—What a

fair fyftem of truth and knowledge, of love and
mercy, of holinefs and comfort, of immortality,

honour, and felicity, is the religion of Jefus !

How manifold and unfearchable the riches of

Chrifl ! How bleffed and honoured that faithful

fervant, eleded of peculiar grace to preach them
to the Gentiles !

II. Having finiflied this imperfe(fl account of

the unfearchable riches of Chrift, allow me to

afk, Is it poflible any of you Qiould wiQi to mo-
nopolize them to the inhabitants of Europe ? If

you do, St. Paul was of another mind. He thought

himfelf a debtor to Barbarians and Greeks, to

bond and free. He preached thefe riches among
the Gentiles, and he had good reafons for doing

lb. Firft, his commifTion, and that of all the

Apoftles, was to preach the Gofpel to every crea-

ture, and to bring all nations to the obedience of

the faith. St. Paul in particular was a chofen vef-

fel to bear Chrift's name among the Gentiles, to

whom,
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whom. It appears from many Scriptures, that he
was more immediately fent. Nor was he difobe-

dient to the heavenly calling ; but, as he afllires

us, *' through mighty figns and wonders of the

Spirit, from Jerufalem, and round about unto II-

lyricum, he fully preached the Gofpel ; driving to

preach the Gofpel not where Chiift was named,
Jefl he (liould build on another man's founda-

tion."

Secondly. St. Paul thoroughly undcrftood that

the Gofpel he preached was emphatically the Gof-
pel of the Gentiles. As fuch the angels announced
it to the ihepherds—*' Beliold, I bring you glad ti-

dings of great joy, which ihall be to all people.'*

Agreeably to this idea, at the birth of Jefus, they

proclaimed, not peace in Judea, but " peace on
earth." Hardly was the Gofpel kingdom open-
ed when the Jews were rejeded from the covenant
of peculiarity ; nor have we a Ihadow of reafon to

imagine, that God has entered into any fuch cove-

nant with the inhabitants of Europe. It is with

this view of unlimited philanthropy that the Gof-
pel is conftituted in all its parts. It is alike friend-

ly to all ages, flates, and characters of men. It

is clogged with no peculiarity which can operate

to repel any nation from the faith. It enjoins no
inconvenient rites; it has no exclufive form of
church government; and, on the article of civil

polity, It prefcribes abfolutely nothing. Like
the folar fire, it moves in a fphere of its own, far

above all earthly things, and, with generous pro-

fufion, pours its benefits on the whole world.

Tnirdly. The manner in which St. Paul fpeaks

of the calling of the Gentiles is highly worthy of

obfervation. He calls it *' a myflery—ihe myf-
tery of Chrift, revealed to the Apoftles, that the

Gentiles (hould be tellow-heirs, and of the fame
body : to the intent^ that now unto the principali-

ties and powers in heavenly places might be known
by
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by the church the manifold wifdom of God, ac-

cording to his eternal purpofe which he purpofed

in Chrift Jefiis our Lord.'* From the call of

Abraham to the coming of Chrift a cloud of myf-

terious darknefs hung over the difpenlatipns of

Providence iefpe(51;ing the Gentiles. Nor has it

yet plcafed God to give us a full and fatisfadtoiy

account of his ways in that rcfpedt. In general,

we are aiiiired that the A^efTiah was manifefted in

that fulnefsor rlpenefs of time mofl: proper for that

grand difcovery. But from the coming of Chnfl

God's will refpedingthe Gentiles bears no dubious

afped. TheMinillers of Chrift received as explicit

and abfolute commands to evangelize all nations

as language could convey ; and they were encou-

raged in their work by the moil gracious promi-

fes. Let it be recoUcded that there is good rea-

fon for believing that America, and the illands of

the weftern and Southern oceans, were 1800 years

ago without a fingle inhabitant. Let it be further

recolleded that within 300 years the Goipel had

been preached not only in the moll civilized na-

tions of Europe, Alia, and Africa, throughout

the extent of the Roman Empire ; but allb in

Parthia, Scythia, India, and other extenfive coun-

tries. Africa, now immerfed in darknefs, was a land

of light from Egypt to the ftraits of Gibraltar.

AHa was enlightened with the glory of God far

beyond the other continents. Will it then admit

a doubt that if Chrift's Minifters had perfifted in

this fpirit of conqueft for two centuries more, that

the Gofpel would have been preached to every

creature ? Shall we invalidate God's promifes, and

fet alide his folemn precepts, by admitting the

fuppofition that it is not his pleafure for us to

preach the Gofpel to the Heathens ? God for-

bid ! The hiftory of the Ifraelites furniQies an

illuftration of this matter. God promifcd to give

therp full pofleflion of the land of Canaan, and to

drive
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drive out all the nations before them. At firft

ihey believed, obeyed, fought, and conquered;

but they foon grew weary of the toils of war, and

laid down thcu' arms before they had fubdued

their enemies. \Vc have done tlie fame. God
made ule of the nations they had not extermina-

ted to fcourge their rebelhons ; and often did

that favoured people groan under the tyranny of

Moab and Philillia. Thus has it been with Chrift-

ianity. The Arabs and other unconverted nati-

ons have, at different periods, rallied the broken

forces of Meathenifm, and expelled Chriilians

from their conquefls. The once numerous and

llourilhing churches of Aha and Africa are defo-

late and deftroyed, and we hardly .keep alive a

dying ChrilHanity in the corners of Europe. Bun

as God fulfilled his promifes to the Ifraelites in

their utmoR latitude in the times of David, fo

that after the reign of that monarch we never hear

of the Jews being troubled by the nations of Ca-

naan, It becomes Chriftians to hope in God's

promifes; and we have every encouragement, both

from the fpirit of prophecy, and the figns of the

day, to believe that the glorious kingdom or our

Redeemer (hall foon be edabliQied in the earth.

O Lord ! lay to thy hand, and revive thy work as

in the midfh of the years.

III. I proceed to oljferve on the dignified idea

St. Paul had of the apoftolic miffion—'' Unto me
is this grace given.'* Let us, firfl, caft our eye

on the labours and fufferin2:s of the midion :
*' I

think that God hath fet forth us the Apoftles laft,

as thole appointed unto death. For we are made
a fpe<5lacle to the world, and to angels, and to

men." Again, '' We are tro-.ibled on every fide;

we are perplexed, perfccuted, forlaken ; always

bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jefus. In all things approving ourlelves as the

Miniders of Chrift, in much patience, in aulidti-

ons,
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ons, in neceffities, in diftreffes, in flripes, in

imDrifonments, in tumults, in labours, in watch-

ingSj in faftinos.'* Once more. " Are they

Minifters of Chrifi: ? I am more. In labours

more abundant, in flripes above meafure, in pri-

fons more frequent, in deaths oft. Of the Jews,
five times received I forty ftripes fave one. Thrice
was I beaten with rods, once was I ftoned, thrice

1 fuffered {hipwreck, a day and a night have I

been in the deep. Tn journeyings often, in perils

of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by my
own countrymen, in perils by the Heathen, in pe-

rils in the city, in perils in the wildernefs, in pe-

rils in the fea, in perils among falfe brethren. In

wearincis and painfulnefs, in watchings often, in

hunger and thirft, in faftings often, in cold and
naked nefs. Bufides thofe things that are without,

that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all

the churches.'*

What a life of trouble have we here laid before

us by a man who was by no means difpofcd to

complain of trivial inconveniences. But did he on
that account defpife, or decline the apoftolic mif-

fion } Far from it. None of thefe things moved
him; nor did he count his life dear that he might
win Chrift, All his crolFes and lofTes he account-

ed as nothing, fo that he might communicate to

miferable men the unfearchable riches of the Sa-

viour. We never fee him weary in well-doing,

or difcouraged at the feverity of his warfare. On
the contrary, he uniformly appears, as in my
text, to oe always rejoicing in his glorious call-

ing: '* L^nto me is this grace given, that I fhould

preach citnong the Gentiles the unfearchable riches

of ChriR. Mark the emphafis, *^ this grace''

—

this fupcrkuive favour, this fnigular honour, this

infinite condcfcenfion, this tender mercy of God.
It is to be feared. Brethren, that we fee little

form or comclincfs in the chara6ter of Chrift's

miflionaries.
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mlffionaries. Noiwithftanding the approbation

we give the Apoftles, few care to tread in their

(leps. The converfion of the Heathens appears to

too many ferioiis people as an hopelefs event ; and
from the hour a Minifber propofes to give himfelf

up to this work, he muft be content, with many,
to relinqullh his claims to rational Chriftianity and
fober rehgion. His friends, his relations, his

flock arc immediately in arms againfh him, and he
muft (land all the artillery of argument and ridi-

cule, of kindnefs and unkindnefs. Strange, but
true, no fooner does a Miiiifter imbibe the fpirit

of Chrift and his Apoftles, than he is made a

fpedacle and a gazing ftock to the world. A fad

argument this of the degenerate ft.ue of Chriftian-

ity among us. But thele things Ihould not, and
I truft they will not, make our hands hang down*
We have God*s promifes, Chrift's commands,
and the example of the Apoftles on our fide.

Let others defpife or degrade the calling of a

Miffionary as they pleafe ; we will abide by the

honourable view of it which is given by St. Paul.

No man was better qualified to determine on this

calling. He was well acquainted with its whole

compafs of ficrifice and fuffering ; but he was

alfo experienced in its honours, its confolations,

and its rewards. Our carnal minds exaggerate

the flrft as they depreciate the laft. The bloody

crofs is a fpedacle of horror, and the celeftial

crown lofes half its fplendour while viewed through

the impure medium of unfandlified paflions. To
enter into St. PauTs views, and to harmonize with

his feelings, we muft drink deeper into the fpirit

of Chrift and of God. Were our Pentecoft once

fully come, we might be excufed from preaching

miffionary fermons to vindicate our engagements,

and to excite the zeal of the church ; and, as the

Lord liveth, that day fhall come. His Spirit

fhall be poured out from on high ; the church

R fhall
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fliall come up out of the wildernefs in glorious

array ; and the miffionary flandard (hall no longer

lie negleded on the earth, or be entrufled to the

hands of a few ohfcure men ; but the mod able

and venerable Minifters (hall be forward to obtain

the fellowfhip of this minillry. Till that time

come, may our blefied Redeemer pray for us,

that our faiih fail not 1 In the midft of weaknefs

and difconrngen-ient, may we flay our fouls on

God's faithful word, and patiently ferve the Lord
as we can until we can ferve him as we would 1

But let us not dtfmifs this part of the fubjed

without farther inquiry into the grounds of St,

PauTs triumph—" Unto me is this grace given,

that I Qiould preach ^among the Gentiles the un

fearchable riches of Chrift." And is it not a high

honour to be made a fteward of the myftcries of

God, a difpenfer of the unfearchablc riches of

Chrift. If dignity be derived from the greatnefs

of the power we ferve, what more can be wiflied

than to be the ambaflador of God, the fervant of

the King of righteoufnefs and peace ? If the

royal David deemed it an honour to be a door-

keeper in the haufe of hrs God, well might St.

Paul glory in the honourable dilpenfation of life

and peace to mankind. While other Minifters

were engaged in the eafy and lefs honourable

work of watering the feed fown, to his Ikilful and

laborious hand it was entrLifted to guide the Gofpel

plow, and to fow the incorruptible word. While
they were engaged in various fubordinate depart-

ments, to him it was given, as to a wife mafter-

buildcr, 10 lay the fhrong foundations of God's

living temple. While they were occupied in cul-

tivating fome little fpot of fertile foil, or in main-

taining fome fortrefs of inferior account, he had

tlie glorious tafk of fubduing kingdoms, and ma-
king the defert wildernefs to bloom like the garden

of God. His labours, his dangers, his fufferings^

ki<&

I
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his crofles, his temptations, and his lofTes were all

as grace upon grace. The more danger, the more
honour; the Icverer fufferings, the more cordial

confolations. If the Spirit witnefled bonds and
imprifonments every where awaited him, the fame

Spirit teftified that he fhould receive an immonal
crown from God the righteous Judge. When St.

Paul was converted, his blefled Lord had faid,

**
I will fhew him how great things he fhall fuffer

for my name fake ;" and from that day, havmg
much forgiven, and loving much, he took " plea-

fure in infirmities, in reproaches, in neceflities,

in perfecutions, in diilrefles for Chrifli's fake."

In fuch a caufe, and for fuch a Mafter contempt

was honour, reproach praile, and all temporal lofs

eternal gain. He knew he did not feive God for

nought, that his work (liould follow him, and all

his labours have a refnrredion to reward. Every
forrow was therefore a fpring of joy, and every la-

bour, encountered and overcome, for the fake

and in the fpirit of Chrift, wms a fredi aflu-

rance of glorious reft. God give us ail to admire

the dignity and riches of this calling! God, in

tender mercy to millions of j^oor Heathens, ex-

cite among his Minifters a generous emulition to

follow St. Paul even as he followed Chrift !

IV. The laft thing we have to confider is the

forcible admonition given to Miniftcrs and Mif-

lionaries to think humbly and foberly of them-

felves, as they ought to think—" Unro me, ^vho

am lefs than the leaft of all faints.*' What ! Paul,

the miraculous convert of Jefus Chnft— I'aul, the

teacher of the Gentiles, and not ore whit behind

the chief of the Apoftles—Paul, who had been

caught up into the third heavens, feen the vifions

of the Almighty, and heard unutterable things—

•

who had fullered the lols of ail things, and ac-

counted the lofs of all as nothing—who had la-

boured, and fuffered, and done more good than

R 2 all
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all the Apoftles—who had founded more churches

than many Minifters have converted fouls—is this

man the leaf}^ yea, lejs than the leajl of all faints ?

Wonderful humility ! Bleffed Gofpel, which is

capable of producing this lovely temper in the

proud heart of Saul the perfecutor !

Mark, Brethren, upon what point St. Paul

makes this comparifon of himfelf to turn. It is

not riches, learning, power ; nor does it turn

upon minifterial talent, labour, or iuccefs. No.
Whatever diftinftions, real or artificial, prevail

among men, they all vanifh in the prefence of

that grand and everlafting diftinction v.hich God
makes between the man that feareth him, and the

man that fearerh him not. The point of honour

is true hohnefs. It is not to preach Chrift, but

to love him, it is not to convert otliers, but to be

converted ourfelves to the image of his holinefs,

which conftitutes our honour and felicity in time

and in eternity.

But fliall we permit this great Apoftle to fit

down in the lowelt place ? Dare any Chriftian

indulge the thought of taking precedence of this

gloriou^i confefTor and m.artyr of righteoufnefs ?

The rules of judgment and of condudl given us

by the Lord, teach us what rank among Chrifti-

ans we fhould affign to the Apoftle. Humbling
himfelf as a little child, yea, even as the leaft and

the fervant of all, we hefitate not to pronounce

him the greateft in the kingdom of God. Put-

ting himfelf in theloweft place at the Gofpel feafb,

to him all the Minifters and churches gladly fay.

Go up higher; and the Mafter will receive to the

higheft honours of the feaft the follower of his

own lowlinefs.

1 Oiall not now illuftrate this paradox of god-

linefs, nor vindicate St. Paul from the charge of

voluntary humility. They who make the charge

are ignorant both of the character of St. Paul, and

of the religion he taught. We may, however, in-

dulge
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dulge two obfervations, as they have fome refe-

ence to the objed of this difcourfe. The firft is,

that when the Lord will make a man achofen vef-

{e\, eminently ferviceable in the church, it is the

method of his grace to •tumble than man in the

duft, and to remove from him every ground of

vainglory. This is neieffiry to fecure all the

glory to the Lord, to whom alone it is juftly due.

It is alfo neceflaiy to brmg the fouls of his faints

to an abfolute depcndance on the Lord's wifdom,
grace, and power, for all good to thcmfelves and
others. And, in the lall place, it is of the ut-

mofh importance to our own fafeiy and comfort;

left we fhould be lifted up with pride even by the

graces bellowed upon us, and the important fer-

vices vve are enableci to perform.

My fecond obfervation is, that it is impoffible

a Miffionary fhould engage in his work in a bet-

ter fpirit than of that humility of which St. Paul is

the example. The man, who is brought to fee

himfeif as the chief of finners, and the leafl: of all

faints, is happily freed from all confidence in the

flelh. His talents, labours, (ufferings, and fuc-

cefs are with him of no accoLinr. He goes out of
himfeif, to live in Chriit, for Chrill, and upon
Chrift. He receives from the Redeemer grace to

help in every time of need. Feeling that he is

nothing, he alfo feels that Chrifb is all and in alb

Supported and encouraged by thefe animating

views of the grace and truth, the power and fliith-

fulnefs of his Saviour, he adopts that mind that

was in Chrift. Flis heart expands, his Ipirit is

elevated above the world, and he learns to think

and to adl with that greatnefs which becomes a

member of Chrift and a child of God. Lie lives

not, but Chrift liveth in him, and the life that he
lives in the flelh, he lives by the faith of the Son
of God. Such a man can do, can fuffer all things;

for it is God who vvorketh in him to will and to



134 TH^ UNSEARCHABLE RICHES

do.—The Lord give us this mind, and make all

his MifTionaries to be (Irong in the power of his

might

!

Though I have fo long claimed your attention,

I will folicit your patience a few minutes longer.

We are bound to blefs God that he hath revived

among us a jealoufy for the honour of religion,

and a defire to communicate its riches to the

whole vvorld. We have reafon to admire his

grace in uniting the hearts of fome hundreds of

Minifters, and of feveral thoufands of their flocks

in the fupport of miffions to the Heathens. Mat-

ter of fact demonflrates that the laity will not be

found wanting in doing their part, fo long as the

Minifters of Chrift turn their attention to the

magnitude and obligation of the duty of evangeli-

zing the Heathens. Hitherto we have navigated

a Pacific Ocean, and have advanced with a flow-

ing fail. Difficulties have been obviated, and ob-

ftacles removed or overcome in a way beyond

every thing we could have imagined. So far from

being exhauflcd by the efforts we have made, we
gather ftrength as we proceed. The fpirit of

miflions fpreads widely on every fide, and we are

animated to think of ftill g' eater exertions. BleflTcd

be the good providence of God, which hath help-

ed us, and thus far made his work to piofper in

our hands

!

But we muft now begin to hear of ftorms and

fliipwrecks. By this time our Miflionaries have

arrived at the place of their deftination. Every

thincr, which may impede their operations, and

defeat their defign, is no longer a remote {pecula-

tion, but prcfent and palpable to their fenfes.

Soii^e valuable lives may fall a facrificc to the

change of climate and new habits of life. Among
fo many Miflionarics, and in an undertaking of

fo much difficulty, we (hall be favoured to a mira-

cle, it all Hand firm to their purpofe. The accu-

fer
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fer of the Brethren will endeavour to difturb their

peace, and he may effect his wiQi. Perfecution

may rage, and ^'ho will abide it can only be de-

termined in the hour of blood. In a word, a

great variety of accidents, againft which no wif-

dom of man can provide, may in whole, or in

part, fruftrate our belt concerted plans. Neither

the excellency of the canfe, nor the reditude of

our views, nor the piety of our Mifllonaries, can

guarantee fuccefs. Our God is incomprehenfi-

ble, and his ways pair finding out. He doeth

whatfoever pleafeth him among the armies of hea-

ven, and among the children of men, and none

may flay his hand, or fay unto him, Whai
doefl thou ?

I truft I may fay that the Direfrors of this So-

ciety, and the Minifters who aft with them, have

counted the coft. Putting on our armour, we
will not, we dare not boaft as thofe who have put

it off. I trufl in God we are armed on every fide,

prepared, if fuch be the Lord*s will, to fee our

hopes blafted, and have made up our mind on

that courfe of condud which becomes us under

fo cruel a difappointment. We have fairly fet

before our MilTionaries life and death, honour

and fhame. They have gone forth furnillied

both with advice and exhortation. Our prayers

follow them, and we humbly trufi they will acquit

themfelves like men, and that whether living or

dying, they fliall be the Lord's. We expecl them

to ad with fortitude and perfeverance ; and we at

home are humbly determined to exercile the

fame virtues, and that no difappointments fliall

make us defifb from our purpofe. We ad on the

folid principles of eternal truth, and are riot to be

fliaken in our determination by the events of

things. Reading in our Bibles the Lord's com-
mand for engaging in this war, we will never con-

fider any difpenfation of Providence as a difap-

probation
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probation of it. Our faith may be tried, ouf un-

advifedncfs may be admen i (lied, and our teme-

rity may be chaflizcd, but patient peifeverance

mufl at laft be cro^vned with luccefs.

Should the Lord be thus pleafed toexercife our

faith and patience, we do not exped that all who
now favour us with their countenance, will con-

tinue their fuppoit. We are better acquainted

with human nature. Some whifpers, which now
walk in fecret, will then be publifhed on the

houfe-top. We (hall hear loud declamation on

the money and lives expended on the Miflion.

We are prepared for your criminations. Brethren ;

and, as much as pofTible to prevent (uch re-

proaches, 1 beg leave to remind 5 ou of the princi-

ples on which we ad. We have long neglecled

our duty, and we arc now doing what we oug^ht

to have done years ago. We alk no new revela-

tion to declare the fuccefs of our engagement.

We do not prcfume to think we have any claims

on the Lord, or that it is (it we (hould Ihare his

fecret co'uniels. IVe engage in duty as duty. We
have done by our money and our Miffionarics

what we do by ourfelves, and all we have. We
hdiwc ghen them to the Lord. We have placed

them in his hand as altogether his. And (Imll not

the Lord do what he will with his own ? The
work of fiith, the patience of hope, the labour

of love is our duty and our whole concern. The
fuccefs of our efforts, as it refts abfolutcly on

God's power, we lubmit entirelv to his will. On
this fubjeft we dare indulge no anxiety. The
Lord will do all things well. For the money ex-

pended, and the lives iacrificed for Chrift, they

cannot better be difpofed of. Neither the Soci-

ety nor their Millionaries ferve a parfimonious

God, whofe pleafure is in receiving; and that re-

ward, which it were pride and folly to claim as a

light, we dare confidently exped, as oi grace and
of
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o^ promife from him who is arewarder of all who
diii(;cntly feek him. This is the peculiar felicity

of God's fervants. He fees their bedrrs, and ac-

cepts the will for the deed. He who gracioufly

accepts the vidow's mites, or a cup of cold water,

cannot withhold a gracious reward from tliofe who
give him their little all. Thefe points, well confi-

dercd, will teach you to ad on juft principles, and
enable you ftcadily to continue your fupport to us

under every difcouragement-

Wonderful is the patience of God in bringing

miferable fmners to glory ; and it will ill become
us under unpiomifmg appearances to be difcou-

raged and weary in well doing. In all things, it

is our wifdom to preferve a juft balance between
hope and fear. In great matters, efpccially in one
of that magnitude we are embarked in, it is of

the laft importance ; but it is no lefs difficult, than

important. Human nature is prone to extremes,

and we daily fee men paffing from caufelefs fears

to the moil unjuftifiable hopes. Much of this

temper is evinced with rcfped: to miffions. So
forcibly were your minds impiefled by the obfta-

cles whivh militate agiinft tlie <ucccfs of mifiions,

that it has been with feme diiliculty we have pre-

-•vailed on ycu to think them fecifible, and in that

hope to countenance our undertaking. While
you kept your eyes rivetted only on the dangers

and difficulties of miffions, and your fears were

magnifying every difcouragement into impoffibili-

ties, we felt it our duty chiefly to call you to view

the fubjed on the moft favourable fide ; and we
availed ourfelves of every argument to obviate

objedions and to encourage a Chriiiian hope.

We rejoice to fee that you are prevailed upon to

glorify the grace, power, and veracity of oui God
and of his Chrift. You believe that God c;m prof-

per our weak endeavours, and you hope he will

do fo. Your minds are fixed with the gluries of

S an
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an apoftolic miflion ; but we are apprehenfive left

you (liould be dazzled by thofe glories, and be

hurried away 10 entertain hopes rather too fanguine.

For we (hould remember, that while fear freezes

the foul, and precludes exertion, hope on the other

hand is a generous wine, which, while it cheers

man's heart, is too apt to afcend to the brain, and

to diforder the feat of reafon. Strong hopes in-

flame defire, and infpirejoy ; but joy often turns

an impatient ear to the calmer counfcls of wifdom,

and defire, by the eagernefs with which (he reaches

at gratification, often difappoints her faired hopes.

From thefe too confident hopes the tranlition is

eafy and natural to dejedion and defpair; for of

necefTity we muft link under thofe dilappoint-

ments, which are totally unlocked for. ft be-

comes us, therefore, to guard againft thefe dan-

gerous extremes ; and as the Lord has been

pleafed to inflame our zeal, and to excite in us a

fpirit of daring enterprize, it remains for us to

give fobrieiy to our hopes ; to prepare ourfelves

for every pofTible difappointment ; and to confirm

our fouls in fortitude, patience, and perfeverance.

We are not engaging in a pitched battle, the fuc-

cefs of which is to terminate our labours; but in

a war, which we forefee will be long and various,

and muft be conducted with an expcnce of blood

and trcafure. Perfeverance, unwearied and invin-

cible fortitude is the price of victory. We are

not making an experiment whether it be pofTible

to propagate the Gofpel among Heathens. The
experiment has been made repeatedly, and the

pofTibility of the thing demonftrated. It is not

merely pofTible, nor even probable, but, if we
dare credit the God of Truth, the fuccefs of our

labours is r^r/<7/w. But, while we are confident of

the laft refult, if we have faith and patience to

expert it, we will not promife immediate and ge-

neral fuccefs to our meafures. Satan will not fuf-

fer
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fer his kingdom to fall without a blow. And for

ourfelves, we are raw foldiers, who mud derive

courage and difcipline from experience. In this

war, as in thofe of the world, it may be that to

conquer we mufi: firfh be beaten into wifdom, cou-

rage, and hardihood.

Forgive me, Brediren, for turning your eyes on

the mod difcouraging fide of things ; but your

own rcfledions will in general fugged a proptr im-

provement of fuch views. In particular, it will

Ihew you the great call we have for mighty prayer,

on behalf of the Directors of this Society at

home, and our Mifiionaries abroad. The riches

of Crcefus, and the wifdom of Solomon will be

weak allies, in comparifon of the prayers of the

faithful. A miffion is a war of faith and prayer ;

and he, who contributes mod largely in faithful

prayer, is the greated benefactor to our Society.

So long as we attach ourfelves to the confideration

of fecond caufes, it mud appear that all human
jdrength and wifdom are unequal to the work of

converting the Heathens. Our hope and help is

in the Almighty God. if he be with us, what

powers of earth and hell (liall dand againd our

aliault } And let us remember, that one of the

bed encouragements we have for believing, that

the Lord of Hods will go forth with our armies,

will be the evidence of our own prayers. God
dwells in the cloud of prayer. Only let us pray

like xMofes, and our Midionaries diall fight and

conquer like Jolhua.

Let us then every day place our dear MifTion-

arics under the Qiadovv of the rock of Ilrael.

The Lord requires it, and the Midlonaries claim

it at our hands. We fubfcribe money, they give

their live s. Wc preach miirionary fcrmons to po-

lite congregations ; they compafs fea and land, and

feel the extremities of hunger, third, cold, and

wearlnefs, in preaching to dupid Heathens, who,

S 2 it
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it may be, vvill fome day reward their love wiih a
Ihower ot fl )nes, or a volley of fpears. VVc, in

preaching the Gofpel, facrlfice little or nothing;
and, befides an after recoaipence, are paid for it,

even in this life, wiih a decent fhipend, and a very

tolerable (haie of this world^s honour. But they

have forfaken parents, friends, :ind country ; re-

linquilhed every com'ort of civilized life, and
followed the God ofAbraham to a land unknown.
O let us love and honour thefe men of God.
They are the martyrs of .eligion, and the glory of

Chrift. Voluntarily to fulier the lols of all things,

without hope or pofTibihry of earthly reward, is a

Doble atteftation of the truth and power ofChrift-

ianity ; and recommends them to the efteem of all

men. Some hard hearts may, indeed, defpife the

acceptable facrifice they make to God, and ridi-

cule the noble ex.imple they give to men. But
what earthly confiderations would influence ihefe

defpifers to make that facrifice, to follow that ex-

ample ? RefledV on the comforts they have left be-

hind, and the troubles they are gone to meet, and
you will not think lightly of the grace of God
which is in them. Reflect on the pious women,
who have expokd themfelves and their little ones,

to winds and waves, and the multitudinous fuffer-

ings of a miflion. When fliall proud Deilm and

cold Socinian fm produce fuch witnefles ? And
when, ye Chrifliian nations, will ye feel the force of

this example ? V\ l^.en wilt ye blefs God for giving

you tons, who have hearts to court bright glory,

and immortal praife in thefe fields of blood ?

When will ye fliake ofl' the frailties of your fex,

and inflead of fighting againfl their fouls with

tears and embiacps, perform the cflices of a

Chriftian mother, by buckling on their arms, and

exhorting them to fight manfully in this good

fight ? The Lord blefs thofe good w^omen ! The
Lord blefs their little ones 1 The Lord blefs all

our
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our dear Miffionaries ! Comfort, O God, com-

fort their hearts ; flrengthen their bodies ; fortify

their refoliitions ; endue them with all mccknefs,

genrlenefs, wifdom, and patience ; prolong their

days ; make their bed in ficknefs, give them every

perfeft gift ; and when they have lived, let them
die as the revivers and propagators of religion, and

have an abundant entrance into thy everlafiing

kinp!;dom.

Great is the harveft, but the labourers are few.

Pray the Lord of the harveft to thrufi; out more
labourers. And may we, who are Minillers of

the word, who have it in charge to difpenfe the

unfearchable riches of Chrift, and who glory to

call ourftlves God*s ambaffadors—may we be

made to feel the attract ions of this calling. We
have fixed the public mind on our work, on our

charader, and on our proceedings. They exped,

that while we endeavour to affeci others with the m.i-

feries of the Heathen, we Qiould evince that we feel

them ourfelves. They inquire how many Minil-

lers are engaged as MilTionaries, and they exprefs

then:ifelves furprized that fo few of us are candi-

dates for the firft honours of the Society. Yes,

Brethren, I have the pleafure to inform you, that

there are vacant many of the firft places both for

honour and ufefulnefs; places which can be pro-

perly filled only by the Minifters of the Gofpel.

The Board of Directors is indeed filled by charac-

ters truly relpectable ; nor have we reiilon to ap-

prehend any difficulty in keeping it fo filled, as

to refledl honour on our SocicLy. But it is fie

that Chrift's Mmifters iLould take a nobler flight.

We would place you at the head of our Mifiion-

aries ; we would afibciate you to the honours of

the great St. Paul. The numbers and wealth of

the laity put it out of our power to contend

with them in liberality ; but when the queftion is.

Who (hall forfake friends and country, contend

with
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with winds and waves, fuffer heat and cold, hun-
ger and thirft, and die for the fake of Chrift, who
Ihall enter into competitron with us ? If any blood

mud be (hed, it is ours that firft fhould flow. If

lives are called for, let us be firft to lay them
down. If, in this mifTion, any mother is to weep,

for a fon cut off in the midft of his years, any
wife to experience the forrows and folicitudc of

widowhood ; let it be our mothers and our wives,

who may correal the tears of forrow with thofe of

joy, and fan6lify lamentation with thankfgivings.

For us, and for them, this part is natural and juft.

Exalted to the firll honours of the Chriftian church,

God and men expecfl that we (hould be familiar

with danger, as with honour. Living as teachers

of truth, how lovely, how confident, how defir-

able is it, for us to die as martyrs of righteouf-

iiefs. Brethren, 1 v/ould do you no wrong ; yet

forgive me, if 1 fay, I would God fome fifty or

hundred of us were chofen to this crown. Nor
am 1 Vv^ithout hope that it Ihall be fo. The Lord
will, 1 truft, endow feveral of us with the fpirit

of St. Paul, and call us to tread in his fteps.

—

Happy, thrice happy men, who are called to give

all to him, who gave all for them ; who are ho-

noured to be clafied among martyrs and confef-

fors, prophets and apoflles ; and who may adopt

the language and triumph of the text, *' Unto
me, who am lefs than the leall of all Saints, is

this grace given, that I Ihould preach among the

Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrifl."

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi-

fible, the only wife God, be honour and glor}^

for ever and ever !

£rr/z/tfw.—Page 6o, e'ght lines from bottom, Iqx frefent it^^perfed.
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Ion 14 12

Berwick on Tweed Anbciate Congre-
gation 30 4

Beaminfter 4 2

Bird-up-Craig, Rev. Mr. Hope 3 o

Booth, near Halifax, Rev. Mr. Hinch-
llffe ' 2 o

Briftol Tabernacle 66 16

Branton, near Alnwick, Rev. Jame.s

SomiDerville 35 10

Bridge of Teath, Burgher Congrega-
tion, Rev. Mr. Fletcher 14 14

Eridport, Rev. Mr. Saltrcn 70 o

Buckinghann, late Rev.Mr. Burkitt's 19 1

Caiftor, Rev.J. Clark o 16

Chatham; Rev, Mr. Slatterie li 11

Chc(ham, Rev. Mr. Surnam 7 7

CheAer, Rev. Mt. Oliver 10 o

Chrilkhurch, Rev. Mr. Hopkins 4^ 6

Coldftream, Rev.
J.

Rcddock 20 10

Coventry, Rev. G. Burder 16 16

D.

Dalkeith, Society of Friends 25
Deal,Rev. Mr. Prieftley 13 o

Debenham, Rev. Mr. Owen 8 8

Devizes, Rev. Mr. Sloper 20 o

Dorchefter, Rev. Mr. Underwood 8 8

d.
]

L. s. d.

Dover, Rev. Mr. C;i!dwcll 3 3 o
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AN ALPHABETICAL ACCOUNT

OF I

CONTRIBUTORS

TO

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

liiclnding the Sums Jiated in the LiJI of the Congregations^ the

latter being extracted for the Purpop of floczving the aggregate

Amotmt of each Congregation,
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fcarcely legible ; fhoiild^ therefore^ any incorreEinefs be cccafioned

by this circumjiancey it is requeftcd that the Secretaries may be

informed thereof.
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L. s. J. L.
A.

A Mrs. by Rev. Mr. BuHcr 5
Aberdeen, CorrefponJinj Branch

of the LondonMiflionary Society 210
Abingdon, Colledion at, by Rev, Mr.

Hill ... - 4
Ackworth, Mr.

J. Chatham i

Acknr.an, Mr. j/Edinburgh 7
Althcns, Mr. A. Aliffe Street i

Alexander, Mr. H.^ymarket i

Allbrighr, Mr. by Mr. Winche.^cr 1

Alcott, Mr.
J.

Queen Anne Sticct i

AHen, Mr. Great Sutton Street i

Allen, Rev. R. P. Stonehoufe o
Alexander, Mrs Gl.ifgow 3

Alner, Mr. \Vm. Bridport 2

Ales, Mr. Wm. by Mc T. Hall, 3

Alloa, North Britain, Colledion at 37
Allen, Mr. Ifaac, Great Tower Street o
Allday, Mr. John 2

Alnwick, A Ifociate Congregation at 17
Amfden, Mr. Wood Street 2

17

I

7

I

I

I

I

10

3

Brought forward ^^^
oJAlderfey , Mif-, bv Mr. Grearheed 3

[Arricus, by Mr. Love i

ojAndiews, iMr. Hcruy Street 2
Anderson, Friday Prayer Meeting i

Andcifon, Mr. R. Sloane Square i

.Angus, Mifs, Bridport o
A'lderion, Mr. John, Glnft'.ow 2

Anonymous Siihrcriptions,by Mr. Ray i

Armlh-ong, Mr. of the Q^'Vifi i

cl iithur, Mr. Soutluaipton i

ojAriiock Chapel, by ^cv. Mr. Logan 13
clArrowfmith, Mr. A. Charles St Soho i

6iA'woo.l, Mr. and Mrs. by Dr. Haweis z

OJAtkin, Mr.
J. GI.iHcow ' o

Afkinron,Rev. C. Ipfvvich i

.Atkinfop, Mr. E. Bridport 1

Atkinfon,M:(.., ditto o
o| Atterditfc, C-dlcdion at 7
oJAtkinJo;:, M.ls P. Wortley i

0|Atkins, Mr. Greenwith 2
ciAyftough, Mr. Ciipplegate i

303 15 2I T 348 16 40
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Mi

Brought forward

Axe, Mrs. Sarah, Hackney

Axminlkr, Collcdion at, Rev.

Small

B.

B. A. by Mr. Neale

B. A.
B A. and H. C B.

B. A. Hull

B-itlcy,M .B bytheRev.Mr.Bowden 2

Baker, Mi.v ditto

BartUy, Mr. R. by Mr. Campbell

Barnes, Mr J.
Mile-End

Bates, Mr. Minories

Barratt, Mr. Staining Lane

Band, Mr. Southampton

Eackler, Mr. Apcthecaiies Hall

Batennan, Mr. Devon Street

Bailey, Mi. Hoioorn

Bagfter, Mr. Piccadilly

Barrow, Mr. Warwick Street

Barrow, Mr. Salop

Bartlett,. Mr. R. Bridport

Balfton, Mr. Abm ditto

B.nling, Mr. }. Weymouth
Bafiniiftoke, CoUeaion ar, Rev. Mr

Jetierion

Babington, Mr. Tho. Chatham
Bavnett. Mifs. Keirwort'1

Bailey, Mr. T. V, o t .n Undcredge

Tx xter. Mis. M. Hackney

Barrett, Rev. Mr. Ki?derminfter

Baker, Mifs, by Rev. Mr. Cvole

B.;yly, Mr. Plymouth

Bayly, Mr.
J.

B ditto

Bccfiy, Mrs. T .oting

Bell, M's. lloxton

B-rridge, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Piatt

Bentley, Mr. T. Newgate Street

B-nrley, Mrs. ElTe.K Str.et

Bctr, Tv'r. T. Li.Tichoufe

Berk' tt, Mr. E. Golden Lane
Bernard, Mi. T. Southampton

Bernard, P. Efq. ditto

Bcliin, Mr. [.

Bcn(tcid,Mr. Cuke Street

Bcainn jit, Mr. Bartholomew Clofe

Bcrrv, Mr.
J.

Ncwbuiy
Bc;:umo-^t, Mr. R. Hull

Bt-aficy, Mr:- Lami' Conduit Street

Eenamor, Dr. Milman Saect

Bclgrave, T. EA]. Cambdcn Town
Belcher, Mr P. by Mr. V/inchefter

Be:.aerman, Mr. Wm. Glafgow

Bexfi. Id, Mr. Bl'ckfri rs

Bcaufov, Rev. S.im. Town Sutton

Berwick on TwecdjAilociate Congre-

gation — 3'^

Berwick on Tweed, Shaw's Lane,

Rev. A Thonifoii 14

Bell, Mr.
J.

Leeds i

Berridge, Mr, Ryder Court 1

L.



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE MISSIONAI^Y SOCIETY,

L.

68zBrought fovvnrd

Bryan, Mr. Newgate Street

Branrton, Mifs, Dcclhim
Breymcr, Mrs. Daercs Street

Bro\vnhc!d, Mr. J Whicby,
Brooke", Mr.

J.
Charlotte .Street

Er.mron, ne^r A'nwick,Col:e£t'!oii at

Rev.
J
Somnicrville

Bradlev, Mr. White Horfe Ycjrd

Brock!eiL)y, Mr. Frith Strea

Bramwelr, Mr. Greek Street

Bracey, Mr. i)ifliopgaie .Street

Bradiiey, Mr. Whitech?pcl

Briggs, Mr.H. Shoredr.ch

Brown, Rev. Mr. VVrexh.im

Bridporr, Sundry fn\aii Subfcriptions

Brook, Mr. Willian-i, Chatham
Bride! Tabcrnacit Colledtion, by the

Rev, Mr. Stevens 66

Bridge, Mrs. Alfred PLice

Biown, Mr. Thomas, Chli:k La
Briggs, Mr. John, H '.ill

Blown, Mr. I^imes, Leeds

Brown, Mr. Greenwich o

Brown, Mr. ditto o

Bunnell, Mr. L. New-fi. Gov Gar. 4
Bunnell, Mr. O. Bedf.)rd Street 2

Burrows, Mr. W. Colcheft'er

Butler, Capt. D.
Burgefs, Mr. Mill Street

Bufbank, Mr. Vv^'arren Street

Butcher, Mr. Brnynes Row
Butcher, Mr. R. Ditto

Burkit, Mr. at Mr Wyatt's
Burkett, Mr. Poultry

Burn, Mr.^. B Hull

Buttery, Mr. P. ditto

Burnett, Mr.
J.

ditto

Bury, Mr. Feathtrltone Street

Buchanan, Mr. G. Glafgow
Burton, Mr, f. Wiexham
Burton, Mr, W. ditto

Buck, Rev. C. Sheernefs

Biirdcr, Rev. S. St. Albins

Buckworth, Mrs. Ligleficld Green
Buckham, Mrs. G. Little Abingdon

Street

Burridgpy Mr. Iloxton FiclJs

BumOead, Mr. [. St. Mary Hill

Burt, Mrs. Warren Street

Bui!, Rev. Mr. W. by Mr. Grealheed

Bull, Rev. T. P by ditto

Buckingham, CoUedion at, late Mr.

Burkitt's 19

Buchinan, Mr.C. Burton upon Trent 2

By I ch more, Mr. Sommers Town o

Bye, Mrs. i

Bye, Mifs i

Bvheld, Mr. W. H. Charing Crofs 1

C.
C. Mr. N, by Mr. Towniliend
C. by Rev. Mr. Burder
Carter, Mr. Honey Lane Market
Campbell, Mr. W. Chertfey

Cater, E% T. Broad Street

.s.

8

10

I

2

I

10

I

z

I

r

I

I

17

1

r6

r

J

I

10

10

4
2

I

I

1

I

I

I

r

I

I

I

)J Brought forward 904 lo

I I

10 TO

Calf, Mr. C. Toftrecs, by Mr.Wilks 9
,Cafe, Mr.C. ditto, by perfon unknown 9
jC;irr, Mr. Ludg.-te Street 5

o Caldwell, Rev. R and Friends, Dover 3

o Cufwell, Mr, St. Giles's i

;Ciruthcrs, Mr. Cheapfide 5
6 |Ciiftor, Lincolnfliire, Colledlion at o
o ICardi>le, Mr. BdfordRow i

o jCipel, Mrs. Royal Exchange i

o Canipb-ll, Mr. P. Glafgow o
o jCuter, Mr W. Bridport o

CHmphell, Mr. Robert 2
A CarpenD r, Shecincfs 2

o Calvert, Mr. Leeds i

6 Carr, Mr, W. dhto o

Carey, Mrs. by Mr Gr.'atheed 5
Capel, Mr. E. by Rev. Mr. Ray 2

Chcrringro;-". Mr. Mi'cEnd 2

Chriitie, M. W. bv Mr Cowie 21

Cnambers, Dr. fohn. by Mr. Bryfon o 10

Chapman, Mr. Fleer S;reet 2 2

Chrilkhurch. Collcaion at. Rev.
Mr. Hopkins 48 6

Chefter, Houghton CoUedion, Rev.
P. Oliver,

CSater, Mrs. Charles Street

:Chamber-, Mr, Slieernels

Chaplin, Rev. vV. Toti efs

Cjnmpion, Mr. Gravcfcnd

Chriftie, Mrs. Jerufalcm PafTage

Ch iftie, Mrs. for a Friend

Cliifman, Mr.
J.
Wareham

Cbifman, Mifs E. ditto

C'rirlcs, Rev M, B da

Chefter, M-. John, by Mr. Cooper

Clout, Mr. jun. and a Female Friend

M.u-den

Clarke, Mr. Brick Lane

Clubb, Mr. Peter, Newball, near

I
CheikT

iClark, Mrs. P. by Dr. Haweis

CIclaid, Mr.s. T. GlaJgr^w

Clement, Mr. W. Ch;^tham

Chirk, Mr. W- High Street, Borough

Gierke, Lady, Pewfy, Wilts

Clarke, Mr. High Street

Clergyman A, left at Mr. Chapman's 010
Clune, Mr. J.

Caftle Street I i

Coventry, C>)ngregatio 1 at Weft Or-

ch.ird, by Rev. G. Burder

Coverdalc, Mr, Limehoule

Cocker, Mr. J.
Yarmouth

Cowie, Mrs. Walworth
Cowic, Mr. G.

Cowie, Mr. John, Falcon Square

Conder, Mr. ^ofcph, Southampton

Cape, Mr. ne ir Fiflimongers* Hall

Copeland, Mr. Devon Street

Collier, Mif., Whitby
Collins, Mr. William, H ickney

CoIdfVr-am, Collection at, Rev.
J,

Reddi.ck

Coopei, Mr. Great Queen Street

Compton, Mr,
J.

Nev.'hury

16

o 10

5 5
10 10

20 10

I I

H7
'\
4^
6

6

o
o
o

°i
o
o
6

6

o
o
o
6 .

o
o
o
o
6

o
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Brought forward

Coombs, Mr. N. Newbury
Comc>, Mr. by Mr Wincheftcr

Cobb, Lidv t-liz. by Dr. Hazels

C ;.!,, Mr. 'C. hydit:(j

Couiiicr, Mr. Great Newport Street

Cop', Mr. jun. Carna' y Market
Coil , .Vir, Thomas, Ipfwich

CoU, Mr. R. ditto

Condcr, Mr.
J.

ditto

Come, Mi-
J.

Salop

Corrie, Mrs. ditto

Colfox, Mr. r. Bridport

Cole, Mr. E Princes Street

Conqucit, Mr. G. Chjthum
Collycr, Mr. Barlow' Row
Cornctr, Mrs. Park, Shrcpfhire

Co oett, Mr. Alexander, Glafgow

Corbetl, Mr. Alex. jun. ditto

Cordcl, Mr by Rev. Mr. Crole

Compton, Mr. VVarchnm

Coveil, Mrs. S. by MrTownlhend
Coadc, Mil's, Mount Row
Cooper, Mr. J. Cobhim
Colebruok, Mr. J. Iflington

Cowie, Mr. Robert

Comer, Mr. | Aiicafter

Corney, Mr. Gieenwich

Conway, Mrs. Hjtch.'and

Conncgie, Mr.
J. Glafgow

Cromme, Mi. R. Greenwich
Craighton, M'

J.
Crean-j ,,

Mr,-. Hackney
Cr;^!v,, Mount o', Collcdlion at, Rev.

J.'
Pat<*' , D. D.

Crawford, Mr. T- Newcalllc

T\ ne,

Cr.i;g, Mr Salop

CrackneU, Mr. B. Wareham
Crui., Nir HeiiTiit'^e

Cnr n, Mr. Hcnnetta Street

Cr .1 ,
Rev Ml B... J ford

Cruturr., R-v.\V. B. D^dhnm
Crole, Rev. Mr.

Curry, Mr. fen. North Shields

D,
D. W. byMr.Shrubf(-le

D
D.e-, Mr. Mile End
D .V fi, Mrs
Dav vb, Mrs. Kcnti/hTown
Davi , Mr. Shoreditch

Davi--, Mr.
J.

Walnut-tree Walk
Davie, Mr. S. Bridport

Davie,
J.

ditto

Drtvics, S. by the Rev Mr. Bowden
Dalton, Mr lilackw.il!

Davcy, Mr. Bunhil. Row
, Dale, Ml. Henrv St cct, PcntnnvilJ-

Da -well, Mr
J. L.

Davidfon, Ml. W Queen Ar.:i Stiect

Davidfon, Mr. Efley b.^eet

Oftoserj Mr. Roleaary Lane

L.
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Brought forward 163 1 17

Edwaids, Mr, VVm. Ofweftry o 10

Ely, Mr. T. Dedham 1 i

Elland, Mr. Gwynn's Buildings i i

EUiotr, Mr, Spa Fields 1 i

Ellis, Mr. bv Mr. Winchcftcr i 1

E'lcrton, Mr. Great Guildfoid Street i i

Emmerton, Mrs. Sen. i i

Enuns, Mr. W. Newbury I i

Emerfon, Mr.
J.

White Chapel Road 2 %

Eftow.iv, Mr. Rockinjjham Row 3 3

Englilh, W. Elq. Waliingham P.acc 2 2

EITory, Mr. 1 i

EitriJ'^e, Mr Blackfriars i 1

Evans, Mr. G. by R«v. Mr. Bjwdcn 2 2

Evans, Mr. P. ditto 2 2

Evans, Mr. Wrexham o 10

Evans, Mifs 3 3

Evered, Mr. Bread Street Hill 2 2

Eveleigh, Mr. Hackney I i

Evifon, Mr. H. Hull i t

Everett, Mr. F. Crockerto.n I i

Ewens, Mr.
J.

Bridport o lo

Ewens, Mrs. ditto o lo

Ew'mg, Mr. T. Hoxton Square 2 2

Eyre, Rev, Mr. John 2 2

ExOiaw, Mr. by Mr. Crole o 10

F.

F. y.bv Mr. Cirter ^ 5

F. S.by Mr.Wilks 2 2

Favell/ Mr. S. 55
Farquharfon, Mr. PUim-Tree Street i i

Faden, Mr. St. Martin's Lane j i

Farquhar, Mrs. Kenfington 1 i

Faliowfitld, Mr. Scotland Yard i i

Fawcctt, Mrs. Bridport 2 o

Faverfham, Collection at lo o

Falkirk Burghei Congregation, Rev.

J.
and H. B :fra;je 35 15

Ferriday, Mr. W. Madeley 5 5
Fenn, John, Elq. Cor.nhill 25 o

Feaiherley, Mrs. Tabernacle Row i i

Fer^ufon, Mr. R. Chambers Street I i

Ferris's, Melfrs. Petticoat Lane 2 2

Ferris, Mr. C. Aldgate I i

Fergulbn,Rev. Mr. A. andCongrega-
gation, Manfe 7 o

Fitzgerald, Lady Mary I 1

Figgms, Mr. Fetter Lane I i

Fitchett, Mr. T. F.'^rehnm 220
Fig;^ies, Mr. B. Worccftcr Street i i o

Fin.ie ., Mr. John Street lie
FinL'yfon, Mr. Strand i I o

Fluiit, Mr. Walworth 550
Flint, Mr. Cimbcrwcll Terrace i i o

Fleeming, Mr. B. Glafgow 220
Flindall, Mr. W. Ipfwich i i o

Forfyth, Mr. N. by Mr. Love I i o

Foyfter, Mr. S. by Mr. Knighr 10 10 o

Fox, Mr. Greenwich 220
Fox, Mr. Deptford 500
Forrefter, Mr,

J. Lsooard Street i i o

Ford, Mrs. Bath 220
1813 14 7
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d

Brought forwird I

Fofter, Mr, Reading

Foreha'n,Calkctionat,by Dr,Hawei;
Fi lends, by Mr. Townf^nd
Friend, by Mr. Allintt

Ditto, by Rev, Mr. Slopec

Dtto, by Rev. Mr, Hey
Frii.-nd to the Miffion, by Mr Knij;ht

Ditto, by Mr, Parker
Ditto, by Mr. Enrin^erfoa

Ditto, by Mr, Shrubfole

Ditto, by Mr. Nealc

D,tto,by ditto

Jitto, by Mr. Saltrea

Jilto, by Mr. Grant
Ditto, by ditto

L. s. d.

813 14 7
I I o

J 8 5 6
I II 6
1 I o

Ditto, by Ml. Knight
Ditto, by Mr. Wilks
Ditto, by ditto

Ditto, by ditto

o iDitto, by Mrs. Smith
Ditto, by Mr. Wilks
Ditto, deceafcd, by ditto

Ditto, by Mr. Winckworth
Ditto, by Mr. Lee
Ditto, by Mr. Kingfbury
Ditto, at Leeds

Ditto, at Reading
Ditto, by Rev. Mr. Robinfon
D rto, bv Mr. Saltren

Ditto, by Mrs. Hill

Ditto, by Rev.
J. Eyre

Friends, bv Rev, Mr. Smellie

Ditto, at Dedhim
Two Friends- ditto, by Mr. Lambert
Friends, at S /lop

Ditto, at Ofwellry
Ditto, at Wrjxham
Ditto, by Mr. Nc de

Friend, Grei:nwich Tabernacle

i')!rro, by Mr. Hooper
jF-i-nd to the C.iufc, Trowbridge

JFriend, Mr. Ogle Street

jFiiend. Mr- B. Newbury
jFroft, Jvlrs. by Rev. Mr. Brookfbank
jFreeman- Mrs. by ditto

Fry, Mr. Mildred' Court
French, Mr Bj'uI STeet
Frame, Mr. |. Glaigow
Francis, Mr. Shoreditch

Fuller, Mr. B Newbury
Fuller, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Crole

G. Mrs.Woburn
G.

J.
Fuller Stieet

G. Mrs. by Mr. Burder

Garwood, Mr. .A.ldgate

G.abriel, Mr. Buiner Street

G.rbutr, Mr.Hull
Gardner, Mr.

J. Glafgow
Gardner, Mr. M. ditto

Gardner, Mr, by Rev. Mr. Crole

Gavilicr, Mr. Geo.

10

I I

I I

3 3

I I

o 10

4 ii

10

1 I

10 o

3 3

16

1 II

I 14

9
7
2

II

I

o

1

I

1 I

10

5 o

1 I

10

2 2

1 1

I I

lO

2 2

3 3
£0 O

3 3
2 2

1 I

10

1 I

o 10

o

5 5
2 2

1 I

I I

I I

O 10

1963 15
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L.

1963Brought forward

Gealc, Mr. Pentonville

George, Mr. T. Lymington

George, Mr. ami Mrs. 'I'yicr Street

A Gentleman, by Dr. Hawcis 2 o

GibCin, Mr. A. Plymouth o 10

Gibbon5,Tho. M. D. Hidleigh 2 2

Gibbs, Mr. Wellclofc Square o 10

Gjllifpic, Mr. Hermitage I i

Gill, a Scrvdiir, bv Mr. Piatt o ir>

Gill, Mr. St. Albans 1 i

Giblon, Mr. Shoemnker's Row o 10

Gilder, Mr. John, Hull 2 2

Giles, Mr. T. Water Lane 2 2

Gill, Rev. Mr. Market Harbro I i

Gikhiil>,Mr. R. Glafgow i i

Gittins, Mr,
J.

Sali p i I

Gilbert, Rev. Mr. and Congregation

Heath fie Id 5 o

Gimbcr, Mr. W. Admir.ilty OfFice 2 2

Gillefpy, Mrs. Wellclofe Square 1 i

Gillefpy, Mr. \\'apping i i

Glafgow, Collection at, by Mr. Mac-
ker.zie 102 o

Gooch, Mr.
J.

22
Gonncr, Mifs, Colcheftcr o i o

Golling, Ml. R. Shacklevvell 5 5
Gofptirt, Colledlion at, Rcv.D. B>>gue 80 o

Crtoti, Mr. Ofucftry o 10

Golding, Mr. G Bridport 2 12

Golding, Mr. R. ditto 2 2

Golding, Mr.
J.

ditto I 1

Golding, Mr. T. Croydon i i

G.>ulding,Mr. Bank Side 2 2

Goiigh, Mrs. Cambcrwcll Green i i

GoUop, Mr. G. Bridport 010
Good.', Rev. Mr. 11
Good, Mr. \Vm. Brid; ort i i

Gofnctr, Mr. Little Queen Street i i

GollincMr. E Shacklcwell 5 5

Griffih?,Mr. MileEnd 1 i

Gray, Mr. C. bv Rev. Mr. Pryfon o i o

Greathtad, Mr. T. and Son, by liitto o i o

Graham, Mr. R. Oxf'oid i i

Grant, Mrs. Martins k-Grand i i

Green, Mr. Southarfipton o 10
Greenwich Tabernacle, Collection at,

by Dr. Haweis 6'^ i 4
Gravrfend,ditio, by Mr. Cracherode 13 7

Groome, Mrs. Broad Street, Bloomf-

buiy I I

Graham, Mr. Newlury I I

Gregory, Mr Hoxt'

n

Gray, Mr. VVilderr.trs Row
Gray, Mr.

J.
Glafgow

Griffiths, Mr. Srudenr,Wrexham
Giiflin, Mrs. Hackney
Graves, Mrs. Greenwich

(J I ay, Mrs. by Mrs. Elliott

Grimaldl, Mr. VVm. Albemarle Street i

Crocock, Mr Earl Court i

Grraves, Mr. St. Marti-i's Lane i

Cummer, Mr. H. Son. Bridport 2

Cummer, Mr. R. Jun. ditto i

L.

230S
I

2

I
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L.

30^3

5
fon o

Brought forward

Heath, Ml. Mile End
Heard, Mr

J.
Seckford Hall i

Hemming, M.. VV. Aftwood 2

Henfnaw Mr.
J.

VVc:n 5

Hea hfield, Collcdiou at, Rev. Mr,

Gilbert 5

Hearnc, Mr. Hoxton Square i

Heron, Mefl'. W. 61
J.

Dumfiies 3

H-rrvey, Mr, A. Berners Street 2

Hill, Rev. John, Ravc-iftcne D Ue i

Hitch, Mr. nnd C". Piinccs Square i

Hine, Mr. R. Beaminfter 3

Hill, Si RKhard, Hart. 5

HincUiifi'e, Rev. Mr. and Congrega-

tion, Buoth 2

Hil', Rev. Rowl.ind 2

Hillicr, Mr. N. Lavenham 50
r'ill, Mr. Fore Street, 2
Hi'ditcb, Mile, Ofwellry i

Hinman, Mr. VV. Leadenhall Market i

Hiiaon,M:-. C Bermondlcy

Hirft, Air. Samuel, L-j'eds

Higgs, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Crole

Hoope'-, Mr. Greenwich
Holby, Mrs. VVellclofc Square

Her two Scrvmts
Hopi-, Mr. W.Liverpool

Holmes, Mr. W. by Rev. Mi. P.r

Hockley, Mr. VV.
'

4
Horfe, Mr.

J.
Cumberland Street i

Horringhum, CoU.dtionat 2

Hodgki fon, Mr. Stamford Street 2

Hope, Mr. John, Whitby 2

Holmes, Ml-.
J.

T. S

Holland, Mr. Little Eart Cheap 1

Home, Rev. M. and Congregation,

Olney 12

Holland, Mr. by Mr. V/mclierter i

Hodder, Mr. James, Bridport o

Holbert, Mils, by Rev. G. Tov/n-

fend

Howe, Mr. T. Bridport

Holehoufe, Mr. Union Street

Howell, Mr.
J.

Moor Place

Hobkirk, Mr Hackney
Hog, Rev. Mr.
Hoinlby, Mr. Homerton
Koipivvell, Rev. Mr. and Congrega-

tion, MeKh-m 1

Hough, Mr. Stephen, TavifTOck St.

Humphrey, Mi. J.
by Rev. Mr. Bodei 2

Humphries, Mr. Tofeiham Ct. Roa
Hud Ton, Mr. Bioad Street

Hudder.sfieJd, CoUeftion at, by Rev.

Mr. Moorhoufe 7
Hubbird, Mr.
Hubb.^ck, MefT. W. k.T. Red Lion

Street

Hutcl.in?, Mr. by Mr. Vv'incheller

H'JndJebce, Mr. Crown Street

Hutchefon, Rev. Mr CoUe£tion at

his Sermons, Glafgow * 26

Hughes, Mr. Salop i

Brought forwarct

Hughes, Mrs. Ofwcftrv

Hughes, Mr. Ufk
Hudfon, Ml' |. Sandwich
iHuberi, Mr. t. St. Ann Street

iHumphreys, Kcv. Mr. Canterbury

L.

3296

d.

2
6

o

6

o

o

I I. and
J.

IJames, Mrs. Hackney i

Ijay, Mr. ditto o

Ij icob, Mr. A. Southampton o

'J-icqu;s, Mr. L'.at^.er Lane 1

fackfon, Mr. i<.eading i

i'famcfon, Mr.
J. Cecil Srreet 2

jjacob, Mr.
J.

Chatham Place i

jjaivis, Mr. Attorney i

Jeffreys, Mr, T. by Rev. Mr. Bowden 5

Jennings, Mr.
J,

by Welch, Rogers,

and Co, 4
Jenki s, Mr. City Road i

jL-rment, Rev. Mr. and Congregation

in Bow Lane 29
Jouidan, Mr. Ead Smithheld 2

Joh:ifon, Mr
J.

Foxall i

foi.es, Mr. B. Haverlordweft 1

Jones, Mr. Thomas, Chefter lo

jjones and Wood, MilTes, Stepney i

jft.r.es, Mr E. Red Lloa Square

ijones, Mr.
J.

Hu'i

IJones, Mr. P. Charlotte Street

jjones, Mr, Crown Street

{ohnfon, Mr. bv Mr, Winchefter

fohnfon, Mr. VV. Chelfca

[nhniton, Mr. A. Lombard Street

J
ohnfon, Mr.

""

Tohns, Ml
King Street

W. Chelmford

2
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L. s.

Brought forward 355- *9

King and Ramfay, MefTrs. 8 l6

Kinglbury, Rev. Mr. Southampton 2 2

Kingfbury, Mrs. ditto I i

Kinglbury, Mifs, ditto o lo

Kinrofs, Coileftion at, by the Rev.

Mr. Waugh 2o o

Kilmarnock CoUedlion, Rev. Mr.
Mackmliy 27 o

King, Mr. Little Prefect Street i i

Kincaid, Mr. David, KingHand Road 1 i

Kincaid, Mrs. ditto i i

King, Mr. ditto I I

King, Mr. John, Sheernefs i i

King^ John, GJafgow o 10

Kifli gbury, Rev Mr Mofcley 5 13

Kilpin, Mr. by Mr. Gieatheed i I

Kighlcy, Colledtion at, Rev. Mr.
Dewhurft 1 5 o

Knowly.s, Mr. Edmonton lo 10

Knight, Mils, City Road I i

Knowliis, Mr. Newbury o 10

Knight, Mr.
J.

at Mr. CrelUn^s o 10

L. R. by Rev. Mr. T.Williams I i

J.. N. by Rtv. Mr. Townfend O lo

A Lady, by Rev. W. Kinglbury 2 2
Ditto, byDr. Hawcis i i

Ditto, by ditto 20 o

Ditto, by Mr. Allday I i

L^ngfton, Mr. W. Gutter Lane 2 2

Lake, Rev. Dr. 6 6

Lambert, Rev. Gerrge, Hull I i

Lambert, Mr. S. Anley, ditto i I

Landall, Mr. by Mr. Winchefter i i

Lamb, Mr. Simuei, Reading 1 I

Lawford Society, by Sir E.Leigh, Bt. 6 6
Langholm CuUedl ion at———

—

31 5
Law, Mr. P. Chelfea I i

Lack, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Crole o 10
Lawrance, Mr. by Ditto o 10
Leeds Colleftion at Salem Chapel, by

Rev. Mr. Parfons 20 17
L«ight«n, Mr. Yarmouth O 10

Lee, Mrs. ChifwcH-ftrect 2 2

Legg, Mr. Flect-ftreet I i

Lepard, Mr. Nevirgate-ftreet 10 o
Lea, Mr. OKI Jewry 3 3
Levcrt, Mr. N. Hull I i

Lcvett, Mr. W. Hull O lo
Lcvett, Mr. R. Hull I i

Ltwis, Rev. .Mr. Wrexham c 10
Lewis, Mr. \V. Studenr, Wrexham o 10
Lccnett, Mr. 'Ihos. Old Bcthlcm i i

Leavers, Mr. Ncwington I i

Lees, Efq. James, Savoy-fquare I 1

Leigh, Sir Egtrton, Ka:t. 20 o
Lecoun, Mr. Piccadilly i i

Lee, Mr. Thomas, Homerton i I

Linden, Mr. Souihamptwn O 10
Littler, Mr. City Road i i

Liddefd.ile ColIc£Vion at 12 O
Lindelf, Rev. Mr. S. and Friend,

Bridlington 2 2

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY.
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3812 17
I I

I I

5 5
o 10

3S12 I

6 Brought forward

2 Longridge, Mr. M. Sunderland

o Long, Mrj. London Fields

Lobb, Mr.
J.
W. Southampton

Lobb, Mifs S' uthampton
Lovtll, Mr. T. ShorcJitch i i

Lonfdalc, Mr.
J.

Milk-ftrect 1 i

Loma-, Mr. Jof. Iflington 3 3
Lowick Congregation at—— Rev.

J. Craig 30 o
Lonfdale, Mr. Cbriftian, Tylcr-f^reet r 1

Love, Rev.
J.

Hoxton i 1

Lucas, Mr.
J.

by the Rev. Mr. Bow-
den 2 2

Lukin, Mrs. D. by Mr. Campbell 2 2

M.
Mr. T. W. e 10
Mr. R. 1 I

Mackftcad, Mr. by Rev.Mr. Bowden j

Mafkiter, Mr. Ratcliffe-highway o
Mxy, Mr.

J.
by Rev. Mr. Bryfon o

Matthews, Mil's Greenwich i

Maitland, Mrs. i

Maltby, Mr. T. Marlborough-ftreet 25
Macklin, Mr. Southampton i

Mdfon, Mr. T. Ditto 5
Maltus, Mrs. Ann 2

M<Gaa, Mr. P. Workington 4
M'Gaa, Capt. Ditto i

Martin, Mr. John-lheet, Tottenham-
Court-Road I

Markiey, Mrs. V/hitby 1

Maldon Colleaion at Rev. S.

Wilmhuvft 37
Matthews, Mr. Strand i

Maitland, Mr. R. by Mr. Wilfon 2

Maberley, Mr. fen. Greek-ftr. Soho 1

May, Mr.Turk-ftrect 1

May, Mrs. Kingiland-Road o
M'Gelp, xMr. N. Glafgovv i

M'Callum, Mr. W. Glafgow o
M'Kenxie, Mr.

J.
Ditto 3

Mackintufli, Mr.
J.

Ditto o
M'Ewan, M. J Ditto o
M^Ken/.ie, Mr.

J.
Ditto I

MackclJ, .Mr.P»rk-lane 1

M.Tynard, Mrs. Crovdon i

Maurice, "Rev. Mr. London Road 2

M'Gee, Mrs by Dr. Haweis i

Manfell, Rev. Mr. Gre.ilby i

May, Mr. D. liethnal Green i

Marlh, Mr. Blackman-ltreet i

Mather, Mrs. C apton 5

M ilhiter and Heime, MefiVs. 2

M'AU, Mr. Robert, Gloucefter i

Marfli, Mr, S. llleof I'urbeck i

Mayow, Mr. Tho. Oxford 1

Maberley, Mr. Geo. fen.G reek- ftreet i

Maberley, Mr. jun. Caftle-ftreet i

Merrywcather and Suggitt, McflTrs.

Yarmouth 2

Merryman, Mrs. by Mr- Mather i

Medley, Mr. Samuel, No. 98, Gracc-

church-ftrect o

3983 »5 9

I

10

10

I

o
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o

4
I

I

1

14
I

I

I

10

10

3

10
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I

Brogulit forward

Meymett, Mr. Moorficlds

Mcfnard, Mr. by Mr. Winchefter i

Merchant, Mrs. Norton Falgute 2

Menlove, Mr. and Mifs, Ol'weftry o

Medley, G. Efq. Grofvenor Place i

Medley, Mr. R Cannon-row i

M«"dley, Mr. Geo. Ditto i

Mereton, Mr. G. by Mr. Townfend 1

MelJrum, Mr. D. Princefs-ftrcet i

Mends, Rev. H. Plymouth i

Midolemas, Mr. Hoxron i

Mitchell, Rev. Mr. Cambridge i

Middlcton, Mr. St. Martin's-lane i

Michel], Mrs. Randwick e

Middieton, Rev. Mr. Grindon 1

Mitchell, Mr.
J.

Salop i

Milbank, Mr. T. jun. Springfield i

Millar, Mr. R, Weymouth 5
Mitchell, Mrs. Lambeth 1

Minfhail, Mr. Ofweftry o

Millar, Mrs. Glafgovv I

MoTis, Mr. Wellclofe-fquarc 2

Moulton, Mr.
J.

by Rev. M. Bryfon o

Morfc, Mr. by Ditto o

Moor, Mr. Percy-ftreet 3
More'and, Mr. Clapton z
Moicland, Mrs Ditto i

Moggridge, Mr. Cranbourn-ftreet r

Morrifon, Mr. Tortenham-co. chapel i

Mortimer, M.S. Newbury I

Morland, Mrs. Old-ftreet 2
Morland, Mr. \V. Ditto 2

Morland, Mr. Ditto i

Moore, Mr. J.
Percy-ftreet 1

Morcland, Mr. by Mr. Winchefter i

Monach, Mr, James, Glafgovv j

Monach, Mr. George, ditto o
Moffatt, Mr. R. ditto i

Morfe, Mr.
J.

Sheerncfs i

Morton, Mr. Chefham i

Moxley, Mrs. Eethnal Green i

Morlcy, Mr. D. H. Cockfpur Street i

Moody, Rsv. Mr. and friends, War-
wick 3

Mullinger, Mr. G. by Rev. Mr. Bry-

fon o
Mungal, Mrs. M. Falkirk 2

Munro, Mr. D. Glargov\r o
Mullinger, Mr. G. Sheernefs r

Mullinger, Mr. W. ditto I

N.

N. Mrs. Southampton 5

Nay lor, Mr. Sherrard Street 2

Nafh, Mr. liifhopfgate Street I

Nairn, Mr Hoaierton I

Neimes, Mrs. Tottenham Ct. Roid i

Ncwcombc, Mr. F. D. Jerufalem Paf-

fage I

Ncwcombc, Mr. AlJerfgate Street i

Newconibt, Mr. W. St. John's Street 1

-Nelfon, Mr. James, Park Lane 10

I

I

I

I

I

10

I

I

5
I

10

I

2

JO

10

3

2

I

I

THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY,
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Brought forward
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Mrs. by ditto

Glalguw

4930
I

10

I

i

5

Brought forward

Pclham, the Hon
Pett'grew, Mr.

)

Petty, Mr. Evcrlliott

Perkins, Mr.T. by Mr. Finder

Pearfon, Mr.W.
Peaifon, Mis. Upper Thames Street

Pcrl'on unknown, left at Tottenham

Court Coapcl

Penrce, Rev. S. Birnr.inghim

Pewfey, Mr. by Mr. Grcatheed

Petty /Mr. J
Chantnurie

Pitt, Mr Tottenham Court Road

pigeon, Mr. by Mr. Foyfter

Pickering, CoUeaion at ]

Pittield, Mr. R- Bridport

Pickney,Mr. W. Exeter

Pierce, Mr. Gieenwlch

Finder, Mr. S. Falcon Stju.ire

Philips, Mr. G- Winkworih's Build-

ings

Philips, Mr. C. ditto

Philips, Mrs. G. odman's Yard

Piatt, Mr.
J.

Ifl.ngton

Piatt, Rev. Mr.

Piatt, Mrs. Tyndall Place

Piatt, Mr. Stamford Street

Poole, Colledionat, Rev. Mr. Afli-

burncr i*

Poole, Mr. Chearfide

Poo'.e, MifsH. Iflirgton

Poole, M.fs S. ditto

Popplewcil, Mrs. S. HuU
Fopp'ewtl!, Mr.

J.
ditto

Pontin, Mr. Tur;imill Street

Ponder, Mr. Houidfditch

Powell, Mrs. City R'-.ad

Putticaiy, Mr.
J."

Ifie of Wight 3

Pomerov, Mr. T. Moor Place, Lam-

bcth
'

Poolcy, Mr. T. Boror.gh

Porfon, Mifs Jane, Plymouth

Pratt, Mr. P. Kingfton

Price, Mr. Iflington

Prefton, Mr. Miles Ljne

Prcntife, Nt". Charterhoufc L.inc

Pratt, Mr. PaulMIead Alley

Prouring, Mr W. D<-pt!<. d

Protheroe, Mifs, by Rev. Mr. Hey

P.att, Mr. J. Javin Street

Pratt, Mr. P. .Kingfton

Pretyman, Mrs. bv Rev. Mr. Crole

Punficld, Mr. EB.idpoit

Pyiier, Mr.

.Pvne, Rev.

Duxlord

North Street

Mr. B. and Congregation

19

I

I

o

I

I

o

t

I

I

I

10

I

10

1

1

I

I

I

10

5

2

I

2

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

17

I

I

10

I

2

i

I

I

I

1

I

JO

10

'3

L.
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o
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Brought forward

Sandys, Mr, Greenwich

Saund :s, Mrs. Upper John Street

Saunders, Mr.
J.

Plymouth
Savage, Mr. J.

by Mr. E-nmerrjn

Saiife, Mr. \Vinlc\vorth'i Buldings

Saunders, Mr. Badge Row
Sandors, Mr Keiifinj^roa

Sandcis, Mr. ]. ^iouthimpto.i

Sanaers, Mr. R. ditto

Sabine, Mr. \V. Illingtoa

Saw ion, Mr., John, Hull
Sa crcn, Rev.

J. BridporC

S- mpfon, Mr. W. dito

S.Kketr, M;-. H. by Mr. Tov/nfcnd
Scotinan, Mrs. Oxford

Scotr, Mr. Ti'crnacle Row
Scott, Mr Gree:iv.'ich

Scott, Mr. W.uwick Street

Scott, Rev. Mr. Matlock
Scort, Mrs. d'to 2

Sc tr, M.. J.
Bull Yard o

Scotr, Rev. Mr. -if the Locke o

Seg-ei , Mr.
J.

Dc.i:r.ark Street 5
Sell,, Mr. E. ii ^ik Side i

Scdmn, Mr. M.Hull I

Shapiell, Mr by Rev. Mr. Bowden 3

S'-^'arw-od, Mr. R.aCrlifr- Highway I

Shrubfoie, Mr. £. by Mr. Bryfoii o

Shrill io)e, Mr W. Old Street 20

Shuule\vurth, Mr. M,'rker Havbro' 5

Shirritf, Mr. T.-.:-renham Ct. Road i

Shotter, Mr. Bridge X.iw I

ShieMs, North, CoUecVion at, Rev.

Mr Raes iz

Shacki.s, Mv W. Hull I

Shanks, Mr. T. Glafgow o

Shields, S >uth, Cuiledion ar, Rev.

Mr. Tolb.ich 3

Sheffield, Culledllon at, Rev. Mr.
Bodcn 36

Shaw, Mr. T. Stoke Newington r

Shepherd, Rev. Mr. and Friends,

Wrentham 10

Simes, Mrs. Mile End o

Simeon, Rev. Mr. Cannbridge i

Simplbn and Pinckney, Mefl'. Kewgate
Street a

Sinclair, Mr.
J.

Glafgow
Sirnpfon, Mrs. Jane, Princes Sneet

Slrnpfc.n, Mr. T. Holbeck
Slate, Mr. Noble Stieet

Slattcrle, Rev.
J,

C'latham
Smith, Mr. Greenwich
Smith, Mr. Shoreditch

Smith, MclT. HounJfditch
Smith, Mr:.. Londo:i Fields

Smith, Mr. Margaret Street

Smith, Mr. Gu'^ter Lane
Smith, Mn Grub Street

Smith, Mr. Beach Street

Smith, Mrs. M. Hull
Smith, Mr. by Mr. Wincheftcr
Smith, Mr. Bath

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY, I55

L. s. d.
I

L. s. d.

5440 I 9i,B rough t forv/ard 56iz 12 ©i91, Brought forv/ard

o |Smith, Mifs, Croydon
o iSinith, Mr. H. Blackfriars Road
o 1 Smith, Rev. Mr. and Congregation,

o I Leek
o jSmith, Mr. John, Durham
o Smellic, Rev. W.n. Grimiby

o 'Smitii, Mr. Hoxton
o iSnowden, Mr. A. Plymouth
6 iSouthev, MciTrs. R. and S. Fi(h Street

o
I

Hill

o iSoimc;, !vlr. C^tcaton Street

Sourhampton, CoUcfflion at. Rev. Mr.
Kingfbury 2.6

Southgate, Mr. Ha^on Garden
Sommcrville, Rev. Mr. Sunderland
Si>ai , Mr. Greenwich
Soul, Mr. J by Mr. Greathee]

Sowerby, neur Halitax, C'.'n^regation

at, Rev.' Mr. SowJen
Spencc, Mr.

J.
C.ijkri)ur Street

Spihtuiy, Mr. Lombard Street

ISpy, Mr.-,. M. Hull

.Spears, Mr. VVm. Mill Lane
.Stanley, Mrs. by Dr. Haweis
Siubb, Mrs. by ditto

Stone, Mvfl". J.
and L. .

Staicke, Mr. John Srrect

Stillingfieet, Rev,
J.

Horham
Stubbi,.gtcn, Mr. Southampton
Storck, Mr. Tottenham Court Road
Stow, North Britain, Coll ftion it,

St.Kie, Mr. Grii.it Porrl.tnd Street

Meel, Mr. Bedford Bury
Stokes, Mr. Strand

Sirou;i, Mr. B.Newbury
Stunt, Mr. by Mr. Winchcfter

3tag(!;imier Mr. by ditto

Srark, Mr. A. Glafgow
Stark, Mr. T. ditto

Stamfordh.KTi, Colle<>ion at, Rev.

Mr. Orrs 4 o

Sterne, Mr. Shccrnefs o 10

'Steven, Rev.
J.
Thornhaugh Street 2 2

Stamford, Mr. Borough Market o 10

Sfophenfoi, Mr.
J.

R:!nelagh Street i i

Sra-nes, Collefti.m ar. Rev, Mr. Yock-
ney

_

3 ,3

Stcp'-'en Mr<;. by Mr. Cowie 1 i

Stinfon, Mr.,. ProiY-ert Place I i

Srerey, Mr. Greenwich o 10

id. Mr H. Lcrds' o 10

vens, Mr, by Mr. Greatheed 2 2

ing , M.lFrs.
J.

2nd W. BiHiopf-

o [.;a.eS:rect 5 o

^rirl.r.g Eftabl^lh'd Church, Rev.

MefTTr Sommerv'lle and Innes 23 16

Sti.lin;; Burgher Congicguion, by

Rev. R.Cam,>beIl 80 I

S irling Society r^tcixed after the Col-

It ctions were made
Sugg, Mr. \V. Beatninfter

Sund.rland, Mr. J.
Wakefield

Sutton, Mifs, Muggerhangcr

561:

3^^



Brought forward

CONTRIBUTORS TO

L. ;

5858

Tait, iMi- \V. Whircchapel
Tagf^, Mrs. by Rev. Mr. Crolc

Tenant, Mr. by Mr. Finder

Thomas, Mr.
J.

Lamb's Buildings

Thodey, Mr Clapton

Tliompfon, Mi. Mile End

Thomp("'/i-», Mr.Fcnchurcn Street

Thompfon, Mr. T. Hu'l

Thompff.n, Mr. of the Temple

Thomlo."., Mr. John, Ghil^f^u-

Thoi pc, Mr. C. by Mr. Kryi-n

Thodey, Mr. Clajjton

Thring, Mr. Ch.irlottc Saect

Thornton, Mr. Henry

.Thorn:..-., Mr. Snmu;-!

Thornton, Mr. Robert

TV.omas, Mr. (yfweftry

Thonr.as, Mr. S. Charles Sqiurr

Thornton, Mr.
J,

Thoinfon, Mr. Hich Strcer, For m-h
Thompfon, Mr. W. Upper ThaiTiCs

Street

Tlnflev, ^Tr. ITackncy

Tittrrd, Mr. Unioii Street

Toiiuiev, Mr. E. Southanifi'^on

Tooting, Collection at, oy Kev. Mr.

Eowden

TH

Sumpter, Mifs. Bridport i

Sundius, Nii.Chrif. Fen Court 11

Surman, Rev. Mr. Chefham 1

Surry, Mrs. H. by Mr. Eyre o

Sun.JLrland, Collection at, Rev. Mr.
Sommerville 13

Sundries, by Mr. Surrran 2

Ditto, ri'.eived at St. Saviour's 2

Ditto, by Mr. Nealc 7
Ditto, by Mr. Gre.ahoed 5

Ditto, bv Mr. Love i

Ditto, collected at Beaminfter 4
Symes, Mr.

J.
Bridport z

Symes, Mr. T. ditto o

Symes, Mr. W. ditto o

Swaine, Mr. Mary-le-Bone Street 1

Swpyne, Mr. W'areham 1

Swaine, Mr. T. Bridport o

T. E. ard R. G. by Mr. Emmerfon i

T.Mr.<!. M St-urbVh'^e 5
Taiier, Mr.

J.
B. Woodbridge 1

Taylor, Mr. D. Wittaiu'!. Buildings 1

Taylor, Mr. R. Southampton i

Taylor, Mr.
J,

ditto z

Taylor, Mrs. ditto 2

Taunton, Collection ;it,R.ev.J.Tczcr 26

Taylor, Mr. Barbican 1

Taylor, Mr. Hoxton Square i

Taylor, Mr. by Mr. V/ir.chcfter I

Taylor, Mr. S. Bridj ort 1

Tarrold, Mr. Wm. Manningtree i

Talfourd, Mr. Re.-ding i

E MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

d.
I

L.

3J Brought forward 6031
Toomer, Mr.

J.
Newbury ]

Todd, Mr. VV. Hull

TuJd, Mr. j. ditto

Town, Rev. T. and Congregation,

Royfton
jTownfend, Rev. John

o jTorring, Mr. Kiii^-fbridge

o JToms, Rev. lfaac,"Hadleigh

6 (Trimming, Mrs. hj Dr. Hawcis
o jTryr.rd, Mr. Southampton
6 jTrii-g, Mr. and Mrs. by Dr. Haweis

3 jTricker, Mr. VVnKvorth

7 jTrcw, Mrs. Bridp .rt

6 jTucker, Mr. Tottenham Court Road
6 jTutt, Mr. Ron al Exchange
6 Turnbiill, ^Ti, City Road
o Turner, Mr. G. A. London Wall
o Tunbridgc, Collection at, Rev. W.
6 Hopkins

Turk, Mr. T. Dulwich
rvlci, Mr. Mile End

s. d.

I o

I o

I o

U. and V.
Unknown Perfon, received by Mr.

o Emmerfon
o iDitto, ditto in a parcel

o JDitro,

o Unknown Lady, bv Mr. Bryfon

6 Ditto, by Mr. Coltraine

o Underwoojd, Rt-.v. Mr. and Congrega

o tion, Dorchcller

o Underhill, Mr. Kackney
o f 'nwin, Mr. Eromlev
o Underwood, Mr. Greenwich

o Upton, Rev. Mr
J.

Union Place

o i^'ere, Mr. St. Martin's Lane
o K'i:iey, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Crole

6 Virginia Street Chapel, R:'.tcliffe

o Highway, Rev. Mr. RaJford ]

o

o
I

W.
6 jW.

J. S. by Rev. Mr. Wiiks
V VV. J by Rev. Mr. Whittridgc

o Wplccrell, Mr. Wi'riernefs Row
f. W ard, Mr. R itcliife

6 U'2lkcr, Mr. T. Walworth
6 V^'afden, .Mifs, Pultncy Street

o V^arts, Mrs. Ncubury
o i\V,>tion, Mr. S. Swanlard

o IWnrd, Mrs. Higli Wyct-mbe

o :>^'alk(r, Mr. R." Glafgow

r. •V\ jifon, Mr. D. Sen. Parlian c; t

6
I

Street

o jVV'alker,Rev Mr. Dublin

o iW.ilters, Mrs. V.nmobrh
VVardle, Mr. Honey Lane Market

V/arren, Mr. .Moorfiolds

V\akon, Mr. W. Lime Street

Walters, Mr. T.

Wayb-idgc, M
jWakeman, Mr.T. Hackney
Waredrape, Mr. ditto

4 o

6

o

1 o

o o

630



CONTRIBUTORS TO THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

L.

Brought forward 619S

VValcott, Mr. Greenwich 10

Warren, Mr. J. Lialc Ncn-port Street i

Walker, Mr. by Rev. Mr. Crole 1

Wallif, Cook, and Hammond, MeC
bv ditto ^

WcthenI I, Mr. Cold Bath Fields 2

Wt;llvvi;her, A
Welt, Mr. Iflingron

Wells, Mr. Rathbonc Phcc
WclLs, Mr. VV. Mairon

Well?, Mr by Rev. Mr. Crole

Wertlcy Mr. Hickney
White, Mifs, Durhara
White, Mr. SoLuh.imp.on

White, Rev. T. Moblerhorpe

Whitefoot, Rev. W. Reading

Whiteman, Mr.
J.

Palace Row j

Whitchurch, Shropdiire, coUcded at

Methodift Meeting o

Whittridge, Rev. I^fr. Ofwcftry 1

Whitakcr, Mr. Bath i

Whitaker, Mr. D. by Mr. Evre 2

Whillnns, Mr. G. Caftle Street o
Wiilyams, L'el1^Col. Royal Cornilh 2i

Wilks, Rev. Mr. Old Street i

Wi!ks,Mr3. K. Blocklcv i

WidcAv, A, byMr. Wilks o

Wilkie, Mr. Houndfditch %

Wilkic, Mifs, ditto o
Wil'-^. Rev.T. inington x

Wiliiamlon, Mr. Berwick Street o
WilberiV.rcc, the Hon. Wm. M. P. 10

Wilfon, Mr. John, Hoxton Sq^iiare r

Wilfon, Mr. ditto r

WiUon, Mr. B. Moorfields r

W'ilfon, Mr. Stephen, Church Street 5
Wilfon, Mrs. Pump Row I

Wilf )n, Mr.
J.

HimplTtad Road i

V/ilfon, Mrs. Highbury 2
Wilfon, Mr.

J.
Newingtun Butts i

Wilfon, Rev, John, Drayton 1

Wincheller, Collodion at, Rev. Alex.

Sreill 17

Wickcnden, Mr. Cornhill 2

Wilmot, Mr. Wilmot Square 7.

V/inchchcr, Mr. Adelphi Chapel 1

L.

6314
I

8|^l Brought forward

Williams, Mrs. Belvidrre

o
I

Wilkinfon, Mr. Tabernacle Row
o

I

Williamfon, Mr. R.Glafgow
\Vilmhurll, Mr. Reading

Wilkinfon, Mr. by Mr. Piatt

} Wilfon, Mr. Greenwich

Kvinkworth, Rev. Mr. St. Savio

Southwavk
Willmotr, Mrs. Beaminiler

W'indcatt, Miff, Totnefs i

Wontner, Mr. Minorics i

Worrh, Mr. T. by Mefl". Hankcys

and Co. I

Wood ford, Mr. R. Southa-ripton o

Woods, MciTrs. Blackfiiars 2

Wood, Mrs. Church Lane i

Woo.-l, Mr. Shoe Lane o

Woodward, Mr. Honduras Wharf i

Woodman, Mr. W Bermondfey Street z

Wuburn, Colledion at, by Mr. Grcit-

heed 10

\^' right, Mr. John 2

6 AV'right, Mr. Geo. Tottenham Court

o Road

o Wris^hr, Mr. B Hull

o iVv'right, Mr. D. Glafgow

6 iWnght, Mr. G. Warner Street

Wray, Mrs [uHIth, Middlchanti

'vVraicy, Colledion at,

jWyatt, Mr. Piefcotr Street

IWyatt, Mr. Coleiiian Street

Y.
jVethalm, North Bdtain, Congrcg;

I

tlon at

jVours, Mr. Pv.. Change Court

lYoclcney, Rov. Mr. Stiins

jVockney, Mr. bv Mr. Winchefter

jYoung, Mrs. C.Falkirk

iVoung, Mr. Alex. Glafgow

. d

3|

'Total Amount of Contributions 1 ^

I

carried to the Account Current \

6314 3 3^

I o
I o
I o
I o

7 6

I



ACCOUNT
O F

DISBURSEMENTS
MADE BY

THE TREASURER,

TOI-IN CARDYN, for the Ship Duff, L.5C00 o o
^ Dedii^l difcount, z\ per cent. 12: o o

L. s. d.

487; o
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ACCOUNT OF DISBURSEMENTS. I^^

L. s. d.

Brought forward 5776 i 8

Mr. Gooch, his account for lights and Cuftom Houfe charges 1910 o.

For Provifions for the DiifF, purchafed at Sheernefs 14. 17 o
Rev. Mr. Greatheed, for fo much paid by him to Egerton,

Collis, and Co. for books 15 46
Rev. Mr. Piatt, expences attending the Miffionaries defrayed

by him 14 o 3

Ditt®, Account of fiindry Di{burfements made by him 13 11 i

Phoenix Fire Office, for Infurance on the Ship Duff from Fire

in the River 1399
For Cyclopedia, Microfcopes, &Ci. 13 o o
For Medical Books bought by Mr. Giliham 11 16 6

On account of Mr. Broomhall, a Mifiionary, by order of Mr.
Little ' II 12 S

Rev, H. Mends' draft for expences attending the Miiiionaries

fent from Plymouth 10 10 o
Poftage of the letters from Rio de Janeiro . 8 18 4
Mr. Lewis, for fundry printing materials 8 10 9
Ditto, for mufical infiruments, &c. 6 18 o
Mr. Chapman, for books fent Mr. Walker 6 5 o
Thomas Norman, his expences from Hanley ' 630
Rev. Mr. Jerment, on account of John Buchanan

b '^ ^
Dr. Haweis, for fundry expences paid by him, at Portfmouth,

on account of the Miffionaries 4 13 o
Mr. Gardiners' account of expences 440
Rev. Mr. Bogue, for advances made by him to the Miffionaries 360
T. Chriftie, for paper and attendance at Scots Kail 330
Thomas Lewis, for lliins, mill-board, &c. 310
Rev. Mr. Roby, on account of J. Wilkinfon 220
E. Main, a Miffionary, for his fupport v;hen in London 1 4 o
Expences incurred by the Sitrling Society, and deduced in its

remittance i 2 5I
To Mr. Smith, a Miffionary o 10 6
For notice of Mr. Cochran's legacy o
Rev. Mr. Love, two years Secretary fliip L.40 o o
Ditto, fundry diiburfements made by him on ac-

count of the Society 400
Mr'. Shrubfole, one year's Secretary fliip

Reeve and Green, for provifions

Fenn and Co. for linen, &c.
Dedud drawback received from them

J. Mofeley, for ironmongery, &c.
Wm. Simms, for cordage

Favell and Co. flops, &c.

Jukes, Coulfon, and Co. iron

J. Welford, fail-maker

Curtis and Co. for bread

Wm. Savill, for fheathing

Marftiiter and Co. for nails

R. Dowding, for porter, beer, &c,

9553 IS 10'

o



l6o ACCOLM OF DISBURSEMENTS.

Brought forward

Strenttield and Co. for woollen

H. Newton, wine merrhimt

W. Chrilbc, for fplit-peafc

W. Kdwards, cooper

R. Addams, for gi-ocerics

Davies and Son, lor Aioes

W. Purdy, for rice

Gardner and Bagnall, for canvas

John Thornton, fliip-chnndlei-

Cox and Co. for fliip's mafls, 5cc.

f. Ive, for joiner's work
Crawftiny and Co. for iron

John furlong, gun-fmith

Apothecaries Compajiy, for inedicines L.68 6 lo

Dedu6t difcount allowed by Apothecaries Com-
pany 6 i6 lo

J. and W. Strange, for cheefe

T. Vv^alter, for anchorage

G. Walter, ditto

T. Hawkes, for niaking fliirts, &:c.*

P. V. Barraud, for time- keeper

f. Kynafton, for flannel

John Wright, fmith

W. H. Scott, for bread

Curtis and Co. for coal tar

King and Ramfay, boat-builders

H. Newton, for brandy

Dunkin and Hay, for flonr

Bowley and Son, for white- lead

Ceatfon and Co. for guns

D. Bennett, brazier

P. and W. Mellifli, for provifions

Sanders and Neele, engravers

T. B. Courthope, for pinnace

John Godfrey, plate- v/orker

P>urder and Co. for tripe (lores

K. ?ud T. Southey, hatters

B. George, for fiih hooks, lineSj Sec.

T. Scarlett, for ham, &c.

J. Millar, for trimmings, &c.
W. White, for handfc revvs

D. and C. Turner, for hammocks
T. Everingham, for fait fifli

T. I.aundy, for furgeon's inilruments

J. Alderfey, for ftationary

T. Benfon, for mooring-chain
T. Ileflop, for cordage

R. Chippendall, for copying-machine

J. Shelton, plumber
D. Whitaker, fmitU

L. s.



ACCOUNT OF DISBURSEMENTS, iQl

Brought forward

Diinkin and Brown, for flour

J. Darby, for foap

S. Carter, for candles

Hill and Co. for fait

Martin and Co. for canvas, hofe, c^c.

Mr. Holdfworth, for efTence of malt

Thomas Lock, painter

S. Huffam and Son, for canvas

T. Gutterfon, for beer

M. Hockley, for coals

J. Arding, for printing utenfils

W. Tucker, iighterinan

C. Batterfley, for oakum, 8cc,

Mr. Merrinjan, for cliefts

Johnfon and Co, for druas

Stringer and Son, for fpicery

John Dixon, for prints

S. Nafli, for tea

A. Pickering, pilot

P. Edridge, for feainen's board, Sec.

C,. Bond, cabinet-maker

For Rev. Mr. Scott's Bible

R. Nicholfon, for deals

R. .Elliott, pilot

J- Ives, for coops

C. De Grave; for fcales, &c.
D. Pierfon, for moorcige

Hopkins, for repairing cordaoe
A. Birch, for painting brufhes

J. Sparrow, for ftores

Sundry monthly payments of feamen's wacres

L.
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